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Comparisons likely over for
1990-91 Runnin’ Rebel team

by Ched Whitney

that now seem intrinsic with
UNLYV basketball whether or not

Are they the greatest team they were earned.

ever? Could they have beaten Bill

“They are the only college

Walton's UCLA team of 1972-73? basketball squad that takes two

What about the Bill Russell-led team pictures—one full-fac
San Francisco Dons of the late one in profile,

'50s? Indiana’s undefeated 1976
national champs?

These unanswerable gues-
tions and all others like them have
now probably lost their signifi-
cance. The Runnin’Rebels'loss to
Duke in the national semifinals of
the NCAA Tournament likely cost
them their place in history.

Though they will probablystill
be considered the best team of this
season—both Duke Coach Mike
Krzyzewski and center Christian
Laettner said as much after their
title game win over Kansas—the
milestones have eluded them.

“What hurts so much is what

[ feel for these kids,” Coach Jerry
Tarkanian said after the Rebels’
loss.

Tarkanian has said over and
over thisseason whatagreat group
of people this team is. Throughout
the season, the Rebels have had to
deal with controversy after con-
troversy.

The athletic program has con-
tinued to problem-filled. Much of
the talk has centered about the
recruitment of a player who never
enrolled at the university, never

practiced with the team and never

e and
wrote one syndi-
cated columnist from Washington,
D.C. earlier this season.

Larry Johnson is not Lloyd
Daniels, but that does not matter
to those who try to play up the
“good vs. evil” stereotype to make
a good story.

At the end of the first semes-

“I'd rather lose with this
team than win with any
other." - Greg Anthony

ter when twoplayers (Johnsonand
senior David Rice) made the dean’s
list and four others got better than
3.0 grade point averages people
did not say, “Hey, UNLV’s pro-
gram is on the upswing.” Instead
they questioned whether the
grades were deserved—actually
though, I've never heard Rice's
grades questioned.

The ironic thing is that char-
acter is exactly what set this team
apart from past Rebel teams and
most teams in the nation. Andit's
the reason they won 45 consecu-
tive games, made two Final Four
appearances and won a national

NBA draft last year.
Krzyzewski complimented

UNLYV after his Blue Devils beat
the Rebels.

“UUNLV was so gracious,” he
said. “They lost, but they lost like
winners.”

Former Chicago Bears great
Walter Payton consoled Augmon
after the game. Augmon, whose
quiet nature has often been mis-
taken for coldness, seemed devas-
tated.

“He’s very upset,” Payton said,
fielding questions from a couple
reporters. “He just went into the
Duke locker room and congratu-
lated Bobby Hurley. It takes alot
to do something like that. I don’t
know if I could have done that.”

Theloss was especially devas-
tating for UNLV because with the
success that they've enjoyed and
the expectations that had been
built up, anything short of a sec-
ond straight title would seem like
failure.

Greg Anthony, who did most
of the speaking for the Rebels at
the post-game press conference,
offered no excuses but eloquently
summed up what he felt for the
team.

“We were basically out-
played,” he said. “You can make
excuses all day, but I credit Duke
for out-playing us.

played one minute of any game at title. They all put team accom- “This has been the greatest
UNLY. Meanwhile the current plishments ahead of individual experience of my life, to play with
p‘.aye‘l:n have had yhe'\r characters ones. JohnsonandStacey Augmon Coach Tarkanian and the players,
questioned at various times. had the foresight to realize that T'dratherlose with thisteam than
The media have credited the they would benefit from another win with any other. We just have
players with certain reputations year in school and bypassed the to go and progress from here.”
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The winner of the Battery Slogan
Contest for Earth Day will be
announced next issue.




