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A hand up— |
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By: Tina Crinite
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out much promotion in the
community. Their goal is to
raise $110,000 by July 1992
to build three houses.

“If you can hold a ham-
mer and have a roof over
your head, you can help

Today the American dream
of owning your own home may
still be a reality through a group
of people called Habitat for Hu-
manity International.
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brain—part of the ‘old brain’ that
controls feelings and moods.
Smells, especially repeated

Woman's February '91 stated, “In
the last few years, the men’s fra-
grance category has been

opi nit_m onwomen’s fragrances. My
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men and Camp Beverly Hills for
womern.
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Volume of UNLV mail increases with cost

by Amy Conlan

Nearly 2 million pieces of mail
will be posted throughout the
UNLV Mail Center this year, ac-
cording tothe Center’s supervisor,
Jina Fletcher.

Fletcher said 15,000 to 17,000
items, including interdepartment
communication envelopes as well
as the letters that are mailed, are
handled by the Center each work-
day.

X The 2 million pieces of mail
will cost the university about
$390,000 in postage this year, a
figure that will rise next year due
to the Feb. 3 increase in postal
rates, the supervisor said.

The Nevada Legislature,
which “never approves enough
money,” Fletcher said, only appro-
priated $116,000 for the UNLV
postal budget this year. The bud-
get deficit will have to be made up
from the university's emergency
fund.

The volume of mail has been
increasing along with university

enrollment, but special eventscan p.m

create a mail surge. For example,
Fletcher said she noticed a large
increase in mail volume after
UNLV won the 1990 National
Basketball Championship.

Most outgoing mail sent by
UNLYV qualifies to be posted at a
preferred postage rate reserved

specifically for nonprofit organi-
zations. Examples of correspon-
dence that would not qualify would
include mail generated by profit-
making seminars and profit-mak-
ing entertainment events at Tho-
mas & Mack Center. Postal in-
spectors regularly examine the
Mail Center’s operation for viola-
tions, according to Fletcher.

Mistakes in posting mail in-
correctly could lead to the loss of
the university’s nonprofit status
and greatly increase the
university’s cost for postage, the
mail supervisor explained.

The Mail Center serves 300
university departments through
pickup and delivery service at 93
designated campus mail stations.

Fletcher said two mail em-
ployees wheel their way through
the campus in electronic carts,
picking up outgoing mail and de-
liveringincoming mailin twodaily
“mail runs.” The first pickup/de-
livery is from 8:30 a.m. to 10a.m.,
the second is from 1 p.m. to 2:30

The arrival of the dailyincom-
ing mail from the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice turns the Mail Center into a
beehive of activity. Mail person-
nel sort mail for delivery to each
department into individual mail
cubicles that are mounted on the
interior walls of the Center.

Interdepartment communication
envelopes are also sorted into the
same cubicles and routed for deliv-
ery back to one of the pickup/deliv-
ery stations along with the U.S.
mail.

Outgoing mail is sorted,
sealed, stamped and forwarded for
delivery to the U.S. Postal Service
by the Mail Center. Outgoing mail
received in the Centerby 2:30 p.m.
will go out the same day, accord-
ing to Fletcher.

Some pieces of mail are easier
to route than others and
misaddressed correspondence
creates a time-consuming and
Fruztrating partofthejob, Fletcher
said.

She recalled a recent letter
addressed to UNLV: “attention:
Susan.” Unfortunately, there are
40 Susans who receive mail by
way of the UNLV Mail Center.

Fletcher said some of the mail
arrives addressed to people she
has never heard of because some
departments fail to let her know
about the arrival of new person-
nel. If she can't locate the right
person, she has to return the mail
to the sender.

“This makes some people
mad,” she said. But with the mas-
sive volume of mail she is respon-
sible for, she said she can't spend
too much time playing detective.

director of Koinonia Farm, a
Christian community located in
suuthwast Georgia near
Amencus. Koinonia's Partner-
ship Housing Program was a
forerunner to Habitat for Hu-
manity, but it wasn’t until 1976
that the official counting of
houses started.

The main objective of Habi-
tat for Humanity is to build
housesin a community. Aquali-
fying family is then able to move
in while Habitat holds the mort-

gage for twenty years. The fam-
ily then pays monthly $200 to
$250 with zerointerest. Owner-

obtainable dream.

half of what is considered me-
dium in-
come within
that com-
munity. In Las
Vegas the me-
dium income 18
$33,000 and
therefore families
who are within
the $17,500 bracket are encour-

aged to apply for this assistance

in becoming homeowners.

“We are very direct with the

applicants. Since we are the

ones who hold the mortgage, they

must have the ability to make all

the payments,” Anita Gant,

board member of Habitat for Hu-

manity of Las Vegas, Inc., said.

“This is designed to break the

poverty cycle.”

In its fifteen year operation

since 1976, thisorganization has
built and sold over 8,500 houses,

and by the end of 1991 the num-

beris hoped toberaised to 15,000

homes.

Although Habitat is a
Christian based organization,
the members, volunteers, and
applicants do not have to be fol-

lowers of that religion. “We do
not proselytize (to induce some-
one to convert one’s faith),” Gant
said. “Our social ministries ac-
cept the way people are regard-
Jess of their faith. We have agoal
in mind and it is achieved witha
minimal amount of garbage and
red tape.”

The money to make build-
ing these houses possible is done
through fund-raising, donations,
and volunteer workers willing to
donate their time, money, and
talents. Habitat for Humanity
was incorporated in Las Vegas
on Dec. 31, 1990, and has al-
ready earned over $8,000 with-

ship of a house then becomes an  and regular everyday people

The families whoareeligible one. Former Presidentofthe

through apph:cati_on (comparable United States Jimmy Carter
ton loan application)are usually has been a volunteer since
people who earn approximately 1983 and participates in

tional nuclear family. The
family selection committee
is non-discriminatory in its
choice of the applicant who
will receive the home
whether it is a mother, fa-
ther, andtwokids, orasingle
mother and three kids.

The labor of building
these houses comes mainly
from volunteers except for
various parts of the house
which require the work of a
professional. Many volun-

teer workersinclude carpen-
ters, painters, concrete men,

with the desire to help some-

physical laborevery summer
along with
fifteen trav-
eling work
groupswholast
year visited 225
cities buildingone
house per week.

Apersonmay
help volunteer in
many community projects.
This type of volunteering is
very encouragingbecause the
volunteer can actually see
the results; an actual house
built, and a family as it lifts
“itself out of the bad and into
the good.”

Upon completion there
is a house dedication (pic-
ture the scene in the movie
“It’'s a Wonderful Life,” when
Jimmy Stewart helps a fam-
ily move in) and the recipi-
ents are extremely grateful.

“This is certainly what
Las Vegas needs, to see a
difference beingmade,” Gant
said.

“When you volunteer it
isjust the beginning, thereis
no end. Once the bug bites
it's fantastic. I have been
fortunate to work with dedi-
cated people who volunteer
their skills and become in-
volved with making people’s
lives better,” Gant said.

Gant will speak and give
a video presentation telling
more about Habitat for Hu-
manity in Las Vegason April
8 at 7:30 p.m. in the Center
for Religion and Life (located
on Brussels). For more in-
formation or if you might be
willing to participate in a
UNLV chapter of Habitat for

Humanity, contact Anita
Gant at 388-0227.
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