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NEWS

Cr| me StO ry: A personal interview with The Yellin' Rebel computer thief

by Thomas Moore

This is a story about a crime
that left The Yellin' Rebel without
computerequipment foravery long
time. It goes beyond the loss that
the paper felt. It'sa story about the
extra money lost when tuition goes
up. It's a story about the loss fami-
lies will feel when tax and insur-
ance rates go up. But most impor-
tantly, it's the loss of security we
all feel when locks, alarms and
disillusionment replace open doors,
good will and trust.

Thisstoryisan interview with
J.J. Wylie, the young man who,
along with some “friends” of his,
broke into and stole the computers
at The Yellin’ Rebel. There’s sim-
ply not enough room to hear about
how Wylie found out that police
knew what was going on. There's
not enough space to describe how
his roommate felt when the police
woke him from a dead sleep and
proved that they were indeed seri-
ous at the point of a gun. If the
space was available, Wylie would
tell you in his own words what it
was like to spend over four hours
being interrogated by the police,
naming the names of friends and
admitting that he was a thief.

What Wylie did was wrong.

But the fact is that at least 40
to 50 people not directly involved
knew that university equipment
was being stolen. They did abso-
lutely nothing.

In trying to get some kind of
sketch of how the theft began,
Wylie began:

Wylie: It was 2 or 3 in the
morning. There were four people
with me. We drove up in twocars.

We pulled up in the parking lot

between Beam Hall and Tonopah
Hall. Some of the people I was
with knew the D.J. up at KUNV
who was working that night.

So we waited in the car while
they made sure he was going to let
usin then building....I don’t know
what pretext they used. I guess
there is a little box ...

Y.R. Sothey can buzz you in?

Wylie: Uh huh, youcan getin
that way. They went and made
sure that the D.J. was the only one
in the building, made sure that no
one was working in the Yelling
Rebel. Sometimes the editors work
late. So once it became apparent
that the D.J. was the only one in
the building, they came back down
and satin the car and told us that
everything was okay They had left
the door to the staircase ajar.

Wylie went on to say his heart
was pounding and his adrenalin
was pumping. He said no liquor
was involved as the theft wasn’ta

Joyride. It was, he said, “obviously
premeditated.”
Y.R. Sowhathappened then?

Wylie: We went upstairs and

kind of walked around and made
sure that the D.J. wasn't wander-
ing around. The office that sits on
the corner on the same side as
Yellin Rebel had been left un-
locked. I went into that office and
lifted the acoustic ceiling tile. I
hopped the wall, walked over and
opened the door. | let the other
individual in and looked around
and didn'tfind the particular piece
of equipment that we wanted. We
were looking for a laser writer
printer,

Y.R.Iguesshe(theother thief)
was just as nervous as you were?

tated as it sounds this isn't some-
thing you do all the time. We had
never done this before, like..... like
this. The Yellin'Rebel wasthe only
one that was this planned out.
This came about because there
were other people involved who
wanted what wasin there. But the
rest of the time,basically, there
weren't as many people involved.

Y.R. O.K,, so you go in there
and grab the Macintoshes....

Wylie: Yeah, it took us sev-
eral minutes to unhook them, un-
plug them, wrap up all the cords
ete....

Y.R. You wanted the laser
writer?

Wylie: Right. Because at
this point, [ already had a Macin-
tosh that was actually better than
anything that was at The Yellin'
Rebel.

Y.R. Of your own?

Wylie: That was taken from
another time. A quick aside, part
of the reason I got involved with
these people was they found out,
they knew that something had
happened before. Because all of
the sudden we had computers and
obviously we didn’t have the fi-
nancial means to purchase the
particular computers that we had.
Because there were very expen-
sive, very nice computersand they
knew that about that.

Wylie said there were no
strongarm tactics used. However,
he emphasized the confidence in
their own ability to take every-
thing and leave in & short span of
time,

Y.R.Once youdrive awayfrom
university, noone s following you
and no one really noticed you.

Wylie: Oh yeah. As premedi- You're pulling into your driveway
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Are you depressed that the Runnin’ Rebels are
headed for the NCAA Final Four, and you'll be
stuck watching them play on T.V. 7?

WELL, WORRY NO LONGER! ! !
Due tothe fact that many UNLV students entered the lottery, but

are unable to attend the NCAA Final Four in Indianapolis, we
want tooffer those students whodidn't enter thelottery the chance

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, GO TO THE THOMAS &

OFFICE on WEDNESDAY,

MARCH 27th BETWEEN 6:00 - 6:30 p.m,

You'll need a validated UNLV student 1.D. card as well as $60.00
to purchase your voucher, which will be redeemed for your NCAA
Final Four tickets in Indianapolis. The Thomas & Mack Center
Ticket Office will accept payment by VISA or MASTERCARD as
well as a local check with a check guarantee card, or cash!

then; I don’t want to create some-
thing that is not there, but.......

Wylie: Yeah, we're getting
more and more confident the far-
ther we get.

Y.R. Yes, exactly. this was a
game. You played it and you got
away with it.

Wylie: Yeah. There's kind of
aeuphoria. It'sbetween2and 4 in
the morning but you're not going
tosleep now. We were both kind of
high on adrenalin.

Y. R. O.K, so now you had
done this, and because that printer
was not there, these other two
guys got the Macs and you didn’t
get anything out of this specific
theft. That is kind of interesting.
Before you had done it for your-
self; this time you didn't get what
you wanted but you took it for
someone else.

Wylie: Wait. Before we say
that didn't get anything out of
this, [ want to say that [ just didn’t
get what I wanted. None of the
computers were as good as the one
that I was using but the one I had
was broken. I didn't want to take
it to a repair shop because it was
my understanding that they rou-
tinely check serial numbers.]
didn’t want to set myself up like
that. Through various acquain-
tances I found some gentleman
who were willing to fix the com-
puter. I wanted something but |
didn’thavealotofmoney. Sothere
was this extra Mac SE and [ took
that and used it to trade them for
fixing my computer.

Y.R. Soat that point they had
toknow it was stolen because who
gives away computers, right?

Wylie: Exactly. They did
know. I didn't tell them circum-

stances involved and they didn’t
really ask. It turns out that if we
get into some of the other things
along with this, we find out that
they are involved in other ways.

Y.R.Sowehave alotofpeople
who know what is going on, and a
lot of people who are involved, who
just don’t care that the things they
are paying tuition for and their
parents are paying taxes for are
getting stolen?

Wylie: Right.

Wylie and his friends took two
Macintosh Plus computers and a
Macintosh SE. Even though many
people knew what was happening
it took almost a year before the
police searched his apartment and
he turned himself in.

The police had interrogate the
people who took the stolen Macs
from Wylie. They had informed
them because they were being held
for acompletely differentincident,

As it stands now Wylie has
not been convicted of anything,
the charges are pending and he is
patientlyawaiting his trial date. It
would seem that the court system
need the same time and prodding
as do some people’s conscience.
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