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Disqualified candidates reinstated

by Bonar Tucker

Election candidates are
breathing a sigh of relief upon
hearing the Judicial Council’s de-
cision to reinstate them after the
Elections Board had voted to dis-
qualify them two weeks ago.

Chris Robertson, Christian
Hardigree and Leo Poggione were
disqualified from running for the
offices of president, vice president
and senate president after the
Elections Board had judged they
had campaigned illegally.

However, after the trio filed a

complaint with the Judicial Coun- Poggione had nothing to do with
cil and after many hours of delib- the event and were only in the
eration, the decision for reversal picture for campaign purposes.
was made.

A photograph printed in The “The question before us is not
Yellin' Rebel on Feb. 28 was the ‘Can the photograph be consid-
subject that caused the contro- ered campaigning or not? the
versy. Chris Robertson had sub- statement by the Judicial Council
mitted the photo to the newspaper read, “The question is ‘whether
indicating he had been involved the candidates had the notice set
with helping at the engineering in advance to know what was and
sponsored bridge building contest what was not campaign material.”™
which was pictured. The Judicial Council has de-

When the photo was printed, termined the candidates did not
however, engineering students have that notice.

havinginvolvement withthe elec- the same guidelines.”
tion themselves, the Council was The statement said the photo-
narrowed to two members. Kara graph did not warrant disqualifi-
Kelley and Mike Quick made the cation. It also said if there had
final decision. been specific guidelines for candi-
dates to follow, the judgment of
“The UNLV elections process the Elections Board would, in this
is a no-win situation for both the case, stand.
candidates and the board,” Kelley
said. “The Elections Board is “My experience is this is a
making decisions without certain continuing problem at UNLV,”
guidelines for them to go by. They Kelley said. “This is almost the
are trying to do the best they can same complaint as last year and
under those circumstances while probably as the years before that.
the candidates are trying to con- The rules; or lack of them, are not

claimed Robertson, Hardigree and

/(_ Spring is here?

¥

Due to five of the J.C. justices

duct an honest campaign without

providing guidance.”

by Bonar Tucker

The Judicial Council at
UNLV voted Saturday to give
back authority to The Yellin’
Rebel tomanage their own busi-
ness.

The newspaper, which re-
ceives approximately one third
of their operating expenses
through student fees, recently
had pay cuts imposed upon staff
members by Student Govern-
ment. Members of the staff were
also not allowed payment for
hours worked because Student
Government Publications
Board officials said “they
hadn't been approved.”
Members of The Yellin’
Rebel staff had called the ac-
tions censorship. They had
claimed that the pay cuts came
only after articles had been pub-
lished in the paper calling for
President Joe Bunin's resigna-
tion due to his failure to provide
proof that he had completed the
necessary credits last semester
to hold office.

“We had gone through every
other channel to get the problem
rectified and nothing was get.

Verdict reached in Yellin' Rebel case

with the Judicial Council after we
had gone all the way from the Pub
Board to President Maxson with-
out action being taken. We knew
there must be justice out there
somewhere.”

Staff members had gone to
Vice President of Student Services

Dr. Robert Ackerman in February
todiscuss what could be done about
the students who had not been
paid for their work since last No-
vember, Ackerman had suggested
the possibility of the university
taking over the administration of
the paper for the remainder of the

Ackerman said, “The university
simply cannot do that.”

Erik Stieringer, a former
staffmemberof The Yellin'Rebel,
saidhe had gonetothe governor’s
office where he was told it is
illegal to refuse payment for
hours worked or to cut pay with-
out warning.

“They (Student Govern-
ment)didn't wantcertainarticles
to run about their questionable
actions, so they were making it

as difficult as possible for us,”
he said.

With the Judicial Council's
7-0 vote, victory came to The
Yellin' Rebel staff.

“We looked at the testi-
mony presented and the op-
erating policy, and our inter-

pretation found the Publica-
tions Board does not have the
power they thought they had,”
said Gina Meyers, Judicial
Council Justice, “Based on
statements in the operating
policy, we concluded that the
newspaper has financial au-
tonomy.”

For The Yellin’ Rebel staff,
the decision came none too soon.
“The staff has become un-
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