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IFaculty Focus: Francisco Menendez
by Jack Poleski

i
Francisco Menendez, a writer

and a director, is Assistant Pro-

fessor of the Department of Film
Studies at UNLV, an interdisci-
plinary liberal arts program.The
courses that Menendez teaches are
Film Production I, II and III, which
focus on aspects of narrative film
production in the traditional Hol-

lywood style.
As a young and expanding

program, UNLV Film Studies
provides distinctive advantages
overlarger programs, such as those
at the University of Southern
California and University of Cali-

fornia at Los Angeles, by offering
I more experience with equipment

and greater faculty attention. In
I first year Film Production I for
I example, students work with
j. 16mm film as opposed to most

schools where they would wait
until theirjunior year to work with

it
Menendez began teaching at

UNLV last semester and has five

years of teaching experience. He
said that UNLV film studies en-;- .

compasses production and film

theory as well as stressing the
development of individual screen-
plays.

"In the early part of the cen-

tury, the dream ofcollege students
was to write the great American

"In the early part of the
century, the dream of

college students was to
write the great Ameri-
can novel. Now it's to
write the great Ameri-

can screenplay."

novel. Now it's to write the great
American screenplay," he said.
"Some of the reasons behind this
may be that recognition and money
pai d have significantly increased."

But those don't have to be
only prerequisites to pursue a cur-

riculum in film study.
"We welcome students from

all disciplines. We don't have any
requirements on technical effi-

ciency or past experience, but a
respect for film as an art form and
a hope that everyone can get their

feet wet a little." Menedez said.
Before assuming his position

here, Menendez finished the
shooting of his first feature film,
entitled "Backstage," which he
wrote and directed. "Backstage" is
a bittersweet comedy about fall-

ing in love and learning to uphold
commitments. Cast members in-

clude Sean Doherty, Mellissa
Lechner and Lucy Boryer. The
film should be released on video
soon, pending the sound mix this
summer. Menendez is also work-
ing on a documentary film about
El Salvador, where he was born.

Apart from these projects,
- Menendez will serve as the on-sit- e

director of the Spanish lan-

guage program in San Miguel de
Allende, Mexico, from June 29-Jul- y

27. He will also teach Politics
and Film 409 during the day.

Menendez graduated from the
University of Puget Sound with a
bachelor's degree in communica-
tions. He earned his master's from
the California Institute ofthe Arts,
whose distinguished graduates
include Michael Pressman and
"Batman's" director, Tim Burton.

Menendez's plans to concen- -

trate on the writing aspect of film
production and continuous expan-

sion of film study at UNLV. Since
August 1990, the Department of
Film Studies has been housed in
University Hall along with faculty
senate, next to the Department of
Public Safety.

Menendez said that the Las
Vegas area is starved for a film
production curriculum and stu-

dents were waiting a long time for
a program such as the one at
UNLV. He added that there is still
plenty of room for more interested
students.
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Francisco Menendez, Asst. Professor of the Department ofFilm

Leadership 91 : Susan Taylor
by Tina Crinite

Susan Taylor, editor in chief
of the monthly magazine Essence,
was a guest speaker on Feb. 24 for
Black Student Association's lead-

ership conference.
Growing up in Harlem, Tay-

lor was determined to make it in a
, society that did not look approv- -

ingly on women leaders, especially
.,' a young and enterprising black

i woman.
Taylor strived to become suc-

cessful, and although lacking a

f college education, started her own
she loves her job and career.

I "Whenisstops'workingthen

is will be time to move on,' Taylor
said.

Taylor expressed her concern
that although February was Black
History month, black history
should not only be celebrated dur-

ing that month but all year be-

cause it shows the strength and
vision ofwhatcan be accomplished.

The dreams that were once
for the children are alive today
and according to Taylor, they
(today's African-American- are
the children, and the "flowers in
bloom."

A topic covered was the nega-
tive statistics that pointed to the
reality that half of all children are

poor in America, and one out of

three African American children
are poor. Taylor pointed out that
the depiction is mostly stereotypi-
cal of black youth portrayed in the
media, and was not accurately
represented.

"We are the ones who need to
look within ourselves because we
are each other's keepers, and yet
we are the ones steppingover those
in the gutters," Taylor said. "The
responsibility is up to us to orga-
nize and become serious about
these problems and put out an
agendaimplementingplanstohelp
heal others."

Recently Taylor decided to go

to college for her degree, some-

thing she felt necessary for her
journalistic career.

was one of her keys to success
along with self-lov- e and as Taylor
said, "becoming your own cheer-

leader."

Taylor summed up by talking
about the ancestry of the African
American today and compared
their hardships of slavery with
those problems of the youth of to--

day who paved the way to their
freedom.

"The power inside you is so
awesome stay in touch with it in
order to become focused, organized,
disciplined and serious about your
life," Taylor said.

Taylor ended with advice from
a quote by James Baldwin that
said "your crowns have already
been paid for, all you have to do is
wear them, and wear them
proudly!"
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The Elephant Bar presents I ffl
The Big Bang for your Buck II

Happy Hour If

It's all you can eat for a dollar. Chips and dip, crisp I

vegetables and tangy sauces, cheeses and fruits are A

always included with our featured special.

Monday: Nachos and Dogs II

Tuesday: A bottomless chili bowl 7

i Wednesday: Pizza - Pizza - Pizza I

n THURSDAY: Two-fo- ot deli

fujjr 2797 So. Maryland Parkway
i

' Us Vegas -7- 37-1586
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rjhese Colors Don't Run

by Tina Crinite

The end of the war still
brings many inquiries as to
how long our troops will re-

main in Saudi Arabia. Dur-

ing Operation Desert Storm
support for the men and
women in the Middle East
was shown by the wearing of

American flags,
yellow ribbons, and other
symbols that showed back-
ing of the armed forces and
hope for their safe and speedy
return.
The families of the troops also

had to make drastic adjustments
in their lifestyles to continue their
lives while a spouse or parent
served in the war. Many times
they had trouble makingends meet
as they looked for other ways to
support themselves.

All over the United States
there have been attempts to raise
money for the families of those
serving in the gulf. One plan
initiated in Kansas involves the
selling ofT-shirt- s to collect money.

In the spirit of this fund-
raiser, the UNLV Hotel Associa-
tion has taken the initiative by
sponsoring the sale of
These shirts feature the emblems
ofDesert Shield and Desert Storm
on the front, and an American
flag on the back with the saying,
"These Colors Don't Run."

Currently this fund-raise- r

has been implemented in various
places all over the United States
and has collectively raised
$42,000.

In charge of the sale of shirts
at UNLV are CSUN Senators Bob
Cudlip and Ben Roth, and fund-raisin- g

chair Hugh Carter. They
urge all students to "run over to
the Hotel Association Office and
pick up your "colors" to support
our troops' families.

The shirts cost $ 1 0 and there
are 200 for sale at the Hotel Asso-

ciation Office, Frank and Estella
Beam Hall Room 126.
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accessible to me in Maryland." The
monthly phone bill, because she's
so far from home, was the only
disadvantage to the program that
she could cite.

Sandra Garcia, an electrical

engineering major from New
Mexico and another participant in
NSE said, "NSE enhawces a
person's perspective; UNLV has
lot of foreign students as compared
to New Mexico State. Las Vegas
atmosphere is more exciting and
the city itself larger than where
my school is located in New
Mexico."

More information about NSE
can be obtained from Phelps at her
office in FDH 519 or at 739-346-

'need extra income
&FOR1991?

EARN SS0O-$- l ,000 weekly for ufl1n envahpa
Fordeuiii-nahSl.OOt- o: OIII Group he

1019 Lk. Sherwood Oiluido, FL 32S1S

V J


