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Students say war opposmon IS waning
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Some say the anti-war movement will pick up now that the ground war has begun.

by B.J. Hoeptner

(CPS)—As the war reached
the one-month mark on Feb. 18,
the student anti-war movement
seemed to be slowing down, vari-
ous organizers said.

“Ithink we're seeing students
challenged by the Bush
administration’s successes in cre-
ating a front of support for the
war,” admitted Carl Le Van, a
leader of the National Student and

Youth Campaign for Peace in the
Middle East

Le Van, whose Washington,
D.C.-based group helped draw

about 75,000 protesters to the
Capital Jan, 26, said it's been get-
ting harder to wrest people from
their studies to demonstrate their
opposition to U.S. policy.

“I think it's the calm before
the storm,” said Sharif Al-Saifi, a

protest organizer at
Georgetown University, in ex-
plaining why protests there have
died down.

*From what I can tell, people
are getting very very apathetic,”
agreed Chris Gilbertson, a senior
at the California State Polytech-

nic University, Pomona.
A Cal Poly symposium featur-

ingspeakersabout the war onJan,
29 drew only 100 people.

Even at the University of
California at Santa Barbara,
where news of war’s outbreak on
Jan. 16 spontaneously sent stu-
dents onto the streets and
prompted 500 students to occupy
the administration building, criti-
cism of the war seems to have
subsided.

The number of students par-
ticipating in a letter-writing and
telephone campaign sponsored by
UCSB anti-war activists, for ex-

ample, has been dwindling since
the first days of the war, organiz-

Maxson hosts dinner for high school seniors

President Maxson speaks directly
to potential UNLV students.

W. Morgan Fisher

The second of two dinners for
Clark County’s brightest high
school seniors and their parents
was held in the board room at the
Thomas & Mack Center on Feb.
21, The dinner, sponsored by
President Maxson's office, allowed
the students of Clark County to
meet the president, faculty and
student ambassadors. Afterward
they were given tickets, provided
by Maxson, for the UNLV vs. Pa-
cific game.

Nearly 200 Clark County stu-
dents whose GPA accumulated 4.0
or better were able to attend one of
the two dinners.

“We go to schools all over the
state, in search of Nevada's best

d and brightest, so that they will

cometo UNLV,” Maxson said. “We
don’t wantasingle student toleave
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Nevada because they think they
have to in order to get a good edu-
cation.”

The dinner was catered
by the Thomas & Mack Center.
After the students had their fill of
prime rib and chicken they lis-
tened to Maxson and the student
ambassadors speak about them-
selves and UNLV.

“I can't think of anything bet-
ter that [ could of done with my life
then to enroll in the honors pro-
gram here at UNLV," said Lisa
Isernhagen, an honor student at
UNLYV who graduated from West-
ern High School in 1988.

Randi Sue Smith, a sopho-
more from Reno told the students
that, “any sacrifices that you have
to make in order to go to college is
worth it.” These and many other
student ambassadors, from Ne-
vada and throughout the United
States, told what UNLV has done
for them.

Some of the high school stu-
dentsexplained why they attended
the dinner.

“] came tonight to see what
UNLY had to offer. I'm looking at
other colleges, so I'm still think-
ing,” said Jill Hardy from
Logandale, Nev.

Matt Talpis from Bishop
Gorman High School explained
that although he was applying to
otherinstitutions the dinner helps
UNLV’s recruiting.

Maxson said he was very en-
couraged by the turnout and he
wasn't worried about students
looking into other institutions.

“Many of the students are not
sure and are looking into other
options,” he said. “When you talk
to them you'll find out that they
are looking into other universi-
ties. But because of events like
this many will come to UNLV."

ers report.

“Everyone went to the
marches, they went to the rallies,
they chanted, they missed their
classes, but it's not going to end
the war,” Student Anti-War Coa-
lition member Valerie Sharpe told
the Daily Nexus, UCSB's student
newspaper, in explaining why
fewer students have been attend-
ing anti-war efforts.

Active groups of peaple gath-
ered at a round of anti-war rallies
and teach-ins the weekend of Feb,
15-17.

Approximately 8,000 people

| marched in New York City and

protests were reported in 85 other
cities, said Joyce Johnson, a pro-
test organizer.

“There are a lot of things on
students’ minds” besides the war,
pointed out Harold Scheub, an Af-
rican language and literature
professor at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison who has followed
student protests since the Viet-
nam War.

“AsIrecall, the protestscame
and went during the Vietnam
War,” Scheub said.

“I'm not sure (the student
movement) has slowed down on
this campus,” Scheub added, not-
ing that a recent teach-in at Wis-
consin had been well attended.

And members of the National
Student and Youth Campaign are
encouraged by the support they
have received for the International
Day of Student and Youth Mobili-
zation Against the War planned
for Feb. 21.

Organizers want students
around the world to stage “rallies,

walkouts, student strikes, mass
demonstrations, sit-ins, teach -ins”
and other anti-war events.

Colleges in 28 states and five
countries have said they will par-
ticipate.

“The momentum isstill there,”
reported Leslie Watson, a student

organizer at Southern Uni-
versity in Louisiana.

However, attendance at
weekly demonstrations at South-
ern fluctuated, Watson admitted.

“The response for Feb. 21
demonstrates the movement re-
ally didn't die down,” Le Van said.

Most agree the level of protest
will depend on the events of the
war.

“As long as nobody’s going to
draft anybody, nothing really is
happening,” Cal Poly’s Gilbertson
said.

“There’s a large student popu-
lation that feels uncomfortable
with the war and would certainly
oppose any sort of mandatory con-
scription,” Le Van agreed.

Thestart ofaground war with
heavy American casualties also
would bring out more protesters,
Le Van speculated.

Finally, many students still
are trying to decide whether they
are for or against the war, Scheub
said.

“Students are really trying to
stake out a position, and that's
very healthy,” Scheub said.

“People need tofind their niche
and how they feel about the war,”
Southern's Watson added.

phoi.n by Jennifer Ellodge

“Watch for falling sandbags" sign alerts students of the danger of
walking near the Lily Fong Geoscience building. The ceiling
collapsed in places in January due to 18 years of leakage.

by Thomas Moore
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