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Willie knows Joe

by Joe Wheeler

ity. I'll take that bet.”

That's crazy, I thought. But

I didn't know where else to was it? I asked Willie to explain.

turn, and I've heard that he ac-

He leaned back in the moldy

cepted bets on anything. Any- chair,reachedforacigarandlitup

thing except sports, that is.
Gabriel, a fellow writer with
The Yellin' Rebel, was the first to
discover Willie t.he Worm and his

bizarre way of making a living.
The old man, who turned out to be

every bit as decayed as Gabe said
he was, seemed to have the odds
on every event that was likely to
oceur.

When I found him, he was
finishing up with a guy wearing a
“Gorbachev or Bust” T-shirt who
still couldn't believe that Lithuania
had been crushed like a can of
Coors.

“I can't believe you saw that
coming, Willie," the man said.

“Pay up,” was all Willie had to
say. “I tried to tell you Gorbachev
would turn into Stalin once the
pressure was on. Now beat it.”

The man hurried away, and |
thought about joining him. But I
had to know what I'd come to find
out.

Willie chuckled when I asked
him to accept a bet.

“How much you got?” he
wanted to know.

1 told him, and he didn’t seem
surprised.

“Youmustbeafriendof Gabe,”
he said.

I wondered how he knew.

“He didn’t have any real
money, either. What's on your
mind?" Willie sat in an ancient
Lazyboy rocker/recliner that no
longer rocked, and no longer re-
clined. “Spit it out. What do you
want to bet on?”

What I was wondering about
were the oddson the Student Gov-
ernment president actually being
found ineligible to serve. I ex-
plained to Willie how a complaint
had been filed that claimed that
President Joe Bunin had not com-
pleted a lousy six credits with a

“C” or better last semester.

Willie seemed to know all
about it. “I'll take that bet,” he
said. “You bet that he'll get axed —
I'll bet he stays, and stays, and
stays....”

I couldn’t believe it. How?
There was little chance. The evi-
dence—!

Willie chuckled through rot-
ten teeth. “Evidence? Let's bet
that the only evidence will be
thrown out by the Judicial Council
because of some stupid technical-

as he talked.
“It's simple. President Bunin
isgonnaclaim that the evidencein
the case was picked up illegally.

Onthatbasis, the Judicial Council
will throw out the whole thing.”

But there isn’t any evidence!
It's just a bunch of rumors, specu-
lations, and allegations. The only
evidence in the case should be Joe
Bumn sreportcard! What about—

Willie held up a hand and
stopped me in mid-sentence.

“Grades don’t matter in this
case. The Council won't even look
at them.”

Absurd!

“Think again,” Willie said.
“Bunin will claim his ‘privacy’ has
been violated. He'll claim that the
only reason anyone suspects him
is because an unauthorized per-
son accessed his grades. The
Council will dismiss the charge
against him, and that will be that.”

But these are two separate
issues, [thought. Evenifhisgrades
were somehow accessed, that
doesn’t dismiss the charge that he
may be ineligible.

“Don’t count on it. Bunin has
a lawyer, doesn't he?”

I nodded. Joe had gotten a
lawyer, rather than produce evi-
dencethat he was,indeed, eligible.

“Case dismissed,” the old man
said. “The Council will fold like
yesterday’s garbage in a compac-
tor. I'll gladly bet you that Bunin
stays, but I think you're wasting
your money.”

I offered to take him up on it.
It sounded so unfair, so utterly
ridiculous; I had tostick up for the
idea that what's right will win out
in the end.

“Save your money, pal. Beton
something that will really hap-
pen. Forget about dumpin’ Joe
Bunin. He's as much a part of
UNLV as soggy lawns.”

[ left Willie then, the odor of
hmctgar]mgenngonmyclothes l
knew the smell would stick with
me long after I had forgotten the
entire affair, even after my educa-
tion was complete.

Some things stink long and
hard.

Wheeler is opinion page
editor of the Yellin’ Rebel.

by Bonar Tucker
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by Gary Puckett

I'malittle confused. It's diffi-
cult to get this straight.

Last Thursday, Feb. 21, the
Judicial Council met to hear com-
plaints filed alleging that the Pub-
lications Board wasillegal and that
Student Body President Joe Bunin
might be ineligible to serve his
post, due to a lack of the minimum
amount of credits (6) to serve.

While waiting for this council
to convene, a friend and I hap-
pened to walk past Bunin and an-
other student talking on the sec-
ond floor of the Moyer Student
Union. Perhapsit's just my imagi-

nation, but it seemed that Bunin
deliberately raised his voice as we
walked past. Atanyrate, heloudly
proclaimed (if not openly boasted)
that he was going to win this fight
Just like he had won all of the
others.

This came as no great sur-
prise to me. I was present at the
Student Senate meeting on Feb.
14 when Bunin started the pro-
ceedings by making the same boast
in front of the senate, the gallery
and the entire world. A casual
observer might be misled into be-
lieving in his honesty since he
never denied hislack of eligilibity.

The complaint against the
Publications Board was dismissed
because the senate has (since the
complaint was filed) waived sen-
ate bylaw 25. However, the pro-
ceedings with regard to the com-
plaint against Bunin are a little
confusing.

Bunin submitted a paper from
his lawyer (Student Services pro-
bono lawyer Adrienne Cobb) that
requested a 21-working-day ex-
tension on the proceedings in or-
der for them to look into whether
the information obtained by The
Yellin’ Rebel wasobtained legally.

This is confusing. In the article
datedJan. 31, andtitled “Who'sin
charge of those in charge?” the
possibility is brought to light that
the credit requirements of the
Student Government Executive
Board are not being examined at
all. Nowhere is it stated that
Bunin does not meet the require-
ments; it is only pointed out that
nobody is checking the Student
Government Executive Board.

In the article dated Feb. 14,
and titled “Bunin’s eligibility
questioned in complaint,” the
reader is only informed about the
complaints filed with the Judicial
Council; about the question of
whether anyone is checking the
grades of the Executive Board;
about Bunin boastingto Christian
Hardigree that he had too many
contacts for her to “take him on”;
and that Vice PresidentofStudent
Services Dr. Robert Ackerman had
confirmed in January that one
member of the executive board
did have an incomplete from last
semester. At no point in either
article is the reader given any
mfonnaunnregardmg Joe Bunin's
grades.

Now the entire emphasis has
shifted. A delay hasbeen granted
in order to ascertain whether in-
formation (which has not been
stated) was obtained legally. A
complaint made to the Judicial
Council which explicitly requests
that they check the grade qualifi-
cations of the Student Govern-
ment Executive Board is now de-
layed 21 working days (which
meansmore than five weeks when
Spring Break is figured in) in or-
der to determine the legality of
the information. The original
purpose of the complaint is ig-
nored.

The request for a delay is not
unusual and the Judicial Couneil

he burden of proof?

should not be faulted for granting
it. However, the onus is now placed
on The Yellin'Rebel ingeneral, and
Bonar Tucker in particular, to
prove innocence regarding the
manner of obtaining information
that has never even been stated.

In the meantime, the original
intent of the complaint—to have
someone check the eligibility of the
Executive Board—is completely
ignored.

While this is confusing, one
question arises which is even more
confusing. Why doesn’t Bunin just
show his grades and end the con-
troversy?

Puckett is a copy-editor and
staff writer for The Yellin' Rebel
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