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'I'm gonna pop
some popcorn and

watch the war'
by Eileen Brady
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But now we have our own war.
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Brady is campus events editor of
The Yellin' Rebel.

Destruction solves
by leaving nothing

by William Holt

I have noticed that the most
popular method of solving a prob-

lem on this planet is the use of
destruction.

Problems with marriages are
solved with destruction by means
of divorce. Problems of work are
solved with destruction by firing
employees. Problems with the
functioning of a mind are solved
bydestroyingthemind with drugs.
National problems are solved by

the waging of war.
It seems logical that the rea-

son any of us are here, or any thi ng
we have made, is due to creation.
In order for something to be, it

must have first been created into

being.
It also seems that in order for

something to be destroyed, or to

cease to exist, it must have first

I I

been created in order for it to be
destroyed.

However subtle it may be, we
do live on a planet where one man
has the option to either sit at a
table and create with a pencil and
paper or to sit at a desk and press
a button that will destroy millions
of people who each had these same
options.

Destruction is not the solution
to problems. It is the reduction of
what has been created, and it is
the creation of more problems

I ask the reader, what would
look better: to take what we have
and throw i t a way when i t contai ns
a problem, or to take a problem
and create its solution so that what
we have becomes more than what
we started with, instead of noth-
ing?
Holt is a staff reporter with the
Yellin' Rebel.

Letters to the

Editor JzJSC

Principles of how to think
Dear editor,

Is the following principle of
howtothinktruthful: the greater
the number of times that a self-- I

question is silently and clearly
repeated to oneself, the greater
the probability that the person's
mind will supply the answer or
direct the person to the answer?
In other words, if repeating a
question just a few times does
not bring the answer, then will

repeating the question in silent

self-tal- k for a much longer time
bring the answer?

I believe this principle is
truthful, because the subconscious
mind responds to repetition. With
each question, the mind seeks out
and forms new mental associations
and new mental connections
within the hidden mind, building
on top of previously found associa-

tions. Thus, the more difficult and
unfamiliar the question is, then
the more mental effort required by
repeated silent g.

The fact that worry does not
bring good answers may not dis-

prove this principle. Generally,
the negative answers that result
from worry correspond to the
negative questions of worry.

I searched in several

could not find this principle ;

mentioned. Should this prin- -

ciple, or theory, be included
within these books?

Barry Harris

Sealed rooms, gas masks, and waiting...
Editor's note: The following

pair of letters were given to the
Yellin' Rebel by a member of the
family to whom they were sent.
The letters were written by a
husband and wife living in Israel,
immediately following the out-

break of war and the first attack
by Iraqi missiles, and show the
horror ofgas masks, sealedrooms,
and waiting for "all clear."

Dear friends,

We are physically fine, al-

though to be involved in the pos-

sible receiving end of a gas attack
is a little disconcerting. On
Thursday morning we were
awakened at 3:00 a.m. by the
sound of loud speakers mounted
on security jeeps announcing that
we should go into our "sealed
room" and to turn on the radio for
instructions.

Last Sun day we had received
our gas masks, and had sealed
the windowsinour bedroom with
tape and plastic sheeting. So,

when the announcement came
on Thursday morning, we were
already in the right room as we

were sleeping.
We quickly dressed and

turned on the radio and televi-

sion, which we had in the room,
along with canned food, flash-

light, bottled water and pop, a
book on gas warfare, and other
necessities (including a plastic
pail which could be used as a
toilet. Fortunately, we have, to
date, been able to get to the
bathroom).

Within minutes, a friend
called us and said her husband
had just called her from army
headquarters and told her that
the Americans had started to at-

tack Iraq. She also told us that
everyone was to open their boxes
ofgas masks, but not to put them

on, and to stay in the sealed room.
I then placed a large towel

into the pail that would become
the toilet. I had earlier placed
some water in the pail. Once wet,
I placed the towel on the floor at
the bottom of the door and then
applied twoinch wide plastic strips
of tape along the seams of the door
to complete our sealed room.

Later, two more friends called
to make sure that we knew what to
do. Everyone knows our Hebrew
is somewhat weaker than native
born Israelis. We were pleased to
have the support group and to
know that people help other people
in times of need.

We watched news reports on
television andlistened to the radio
until about 4:30 a.m., when we
were instructed that there would
notbe an attackin the near future,
but it was recommended that we
stay in our room.

We went to sleep until nbout
six and got up to hear more news
in Hebrew on the television and
English on the radiofrom London.
We were told that only people that
worked in essential industries
shoul d go to work, all others shoul d

stay in their apartments.
Since neither of us work in the

bakeries, food distribution, trans-
portation, or war material indus-

tries, we stayed home.
We went to sleep Thursday

night believing that the Ameri-

cans had probably eliminated
Iraq's capability to attack us by
missile. We were wrong!

This time, the air raid sirens
went off with their wailing tone at
about 2:00 a.m. We had been in-

structed that this meant to seal
the room and put on the gas masks.
We dressed, ran to the bathroom,
shut all of the shutters on all the
windows, returned to the bedroom
and resealed the door.

We reopened the boxes just as

the jeep drove by and said, in
Hebrew, to put on the masks as
an attack was eminent. The radio
also said, in English, to put the
masks on we did.

We had a little trouble re-

moving the protective seal from
the filters, but calmly put the
masks on. They are very tight
and it is hard to breathe with
them on. Our noses ran. Now,
that is a problem. How do you
wipe your nose when a mask is
on your face? Answer: you don't.

We had the masks on no
more than five minutes when we
heard, on either the radio or the i

television, I don't remember j

which, that Israel was under j
attack. A number of missiles
were heading for the central re- - !

gion of the country. That area
included our city. i

Shortly thereafter, we
learned that Gush Dan, south of
Hnifn, nnd Tel Aviv were hit. It AtX)k about iin hour w'
knew for sure that there was no H
gas in these missiles. During 1
the wait, everyone living outside 1
of the affected area was in- - I
structed to remove their masks I
and to stay in their sealed rooms.

Inthemorning, wesawtele- -

vision pictures of the damage.
Fortunately the people were only
slightly injured, mainly from
flying glass and falling objects.
Three people suffocated to death
as a result of putting on their
maskswithoutfirstremovingthe
protective plug on the filter. j

Please don't be alarmed. We j

are bearing up fine. As someone j

said, "There is a difference be- - j'

tween being frightened and be-

ing tense." We are a little tense
andlookingforward to returning
to our normal life.

Gary Michael
Jan. 18, 1991. Israel

LETTER TWO:

Dear family and friends,

Two nightshave passed with
air raid alarms, preparing, and
finally donning our gas masks.
We finally received our gas masks
Sunday night, and we sealed the
windows, and had food, water,
flashlights, baking soda, and
whatever we felt was essential
put into our bedroom. It is the
largest room, and therefore we

felt more comfortable being in it.
Friends who have used the

smallest rooms have been un-

comfortable for hours with the
whole family in a tiny space. We

are fortunate not to have little
children who must be placed in
various sizes and styles of pro-

tective tents, space suits, and
masks according to size and age.

It was hard enough for us to put on
the masks and wear them. We felt
our noses running, the masks were
tight and breathing uncomfort-
able.

Friends called to tell us to put
on masks, and later checked in on
us, and we did the same checking
to see how everyone had fared.

We found out that many
people awoke this morning and
weren't aware that we had been
attacked. I called the kibbutz and
they faintly heard the siren, so
they prepared and went into their
sealed room. They were smart,
andincluded thebathroom in their
sealed room.

We listened to radio and tele-

vision most of the night, and fi-

nally napped a little. We heard
CNN and the BBC news in En-

glish, at selected times on the ra-

dio, and Hebrew news continu- -

I

ally.
We missed a good friend's

daughter's wedding last night.
We got dressed and packed our
gas masks and an overnight bag
in case we didn't feel safe to
return home, but after hearing
that we shouldn't go out (plus
the 30 minute ride there and f

back, with the possibility of get- -

ting stuck on the road in an at-- (

tack) we were convinced to play
it safe and stay home.

We understand it was a (

beautiful and happy wedding. I

look forward to the pictures. I j

I hope we won't need to send j

a supplement to this war news- - J

letter. A friend is flying to j

America Saturday night to visit
a sick relative. j

Barbara Michael
Jan. 19, 1991. Israel.


