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OPINION

Night of the Living Dead week

The professor looked annoyed
because most of the class hadn't
done the homework. “I ought to
give you more homework, Some-
thing difficult. Something to make
all of you sorry.”

It only took a moment, but a
student called out, “Can't do it.
It's Dead Week.”

The professor's eyes glazed
over, “Dead Week? What do I care
about that?”

Another student joined in.
“You can't assign new stuff or give
us any tests during Dead Week.
That's the rules.”

By now the professor was
pacing nervously, like a panther
watching small, munchy children
lap ice cream cones outside it's

cage. “This is ridiculous. 1 can
assign anything | want!” he said.
A dark expression clouded his
features, “Can’t 17"

With almost one voice, the
class said, “Not during Dead
Week."

Dead Week: A time for quiet
retrospection and preparation for
finals (with a mad dash at finish-
ing term papers thrown in, of
course). Generously given to stu-
dents by the Faculty Senate in
1987, Dead Week was proposed
as a week of study designed to
help students better perform on
final exams.

There are those who would
defy Dead Week. They are the

A case for dignity

Dear editor,

I am tired, tired and terri-
fied. I'm tired of hearing the anti-
war yelling. 'm scared because |
think that the cries now being
yelled towards the government
will be yelled at the soldiers later.

I still remember Vietnam.

My father served there for
five years. Some said that to re-
enlist to serve in a shooting war
is like “wanting to kill.” My
father’s reasons were different.

He was an extremely quali-
fied helicopter pilot. He felt that
by staying in he would take the
place of another, and perhaps save
a few lives of those who weren't
80 experienced.

He did save a few lives.
Maybe he saved your father’s life.
But he had quite a homecoming.

He had just gotten off the
plane in LA, and there we were
waiting for him, my mother and
1. Before we were close enough to
even give him a hug, a 19-year
old girl walked up to him and spit
in his face. “Baby killer!” she
screamed at him.

I wasn't old enough to under-

stand what was going on, then,
but I am now. It was the screams
of a girl — an angry girl who was
tired of screaming at the govern-
ment and who decided to take out
her anger on an innocent soldier.
The entire country did the same
thing.

It is just in the last few years

that the injured Vets are getting
their due compensation. It is just
the last few years that a Vet can
say he fought in Vietnam without
embarrassment or having to jus-
tify what he did.

My father is now in Saudi

Arabia, as well as my brother-in-

law, my uncle, my aunt, and
many, many of my friends. I fear
for them. And I pray every one of

them survives, and comes home
to an understanding nation. Not
understanding, necessarily, of the
actions the government may take,
but of the sacrifice they made.
Please don’t direct anger at them
again,

Nonja Ellis
Sophomare, Hotel

professors who, to the ultimate They don't shower. “Arrgh, how
psychological ruin of their stu- about an hourdong, sit-down writ-
dents, ignore Dead Week. They ten exam?!” they howl.
are The Living Dead. Lets’ face it, students resent
Like the creatures who ter- professors who fail to honor Dead
rorize George Romero’s splatter- Week. Although certainly not a
flicks, the Living Dead lurch at long tradition, Dead Week has
students until the final reel is already been distorted into more
played out. “Homework!” they of a legend than than a fact. The
hiss. “Quiz!" they groan. Slobber- students who told their professor
ing over thick texts assigned to that assigning homewark was a
be read in the final two days of no-no during Dead Week were
class, the Living Dead stagger simply wrong. Many students, it
about their classes, bumping into seems, have incorrect ideas con-
walls and mumbling incoherent cerning this phenomenon called
nonsense about how tough classes “Dead Week."
were when they were in school. The first misconception is the
Their eyes resemble empty holes, name itself. It's not Dead Week
their clothes are tattered and at all, but simply Study Week.
hang from their bodies in shreds. There’s nothing “dead” about it.

by Joseph J. Wheeler

Classes continue, and the only
thing professors are asked not to
do is give hour-long, sit-down
exams during the last week of
regular classes. That's it. Home-
work can be assigned, assign-
ments turned in, quizzes taken,
and all the regular goings on of
class observed, including taking
attendance.

So professors who assign
homework aren’t the Living Dead.
They're simply doing what theyve
been doing since the semester
began. Students who gripe about
it should remember what Study
Week was meant to accomplish
and not pipe up, “I's Dead Week!”

The only thing “dead” in that
statement is the student’s brain,

Test Site is harmful

Dear Editor, defects to this day, to the “Atomic

Assistant Editor Joseph J Vets” the estimated 235,000 US.
Wheeler made a startling state- soldiers who witnessed nuclear ex-
ment in his Nov. 20 opinion piece plosions in both the Pacific and
that begs a response. The com- the Nevada Test Site.
ment, “no one has ever shown The Department of Energy
one bit of evidence that the Test admits that 1961 and 1987, 311
Site has harmed anyone in any- out of 567 announced tests vented
way” is seriously misleading. I radioactivity into the atmosphere.
don’t know what passes for harm 50 of these released sufficient
in Mr. Wheeler's mind, but the amounts to be detected off-site.
government's own documents The United States is not alone
make the case against him. in this. The Soviet Union, France,

In a 1979 Nuclear Regula- China, and Great Britain also test
tory Commission document, it with the same results; the release
was calculated that 35,000 to of radionuclides into the air.
85,000 people had been killed as On the subject of the Green-
a result of nuclear testing. From veace backcountry action to stop
the “Downwinders” of Utah who the joint US/UK. test, “Hous-
were exposed to fallout from the ton,” Mr. Wheeler simply missed
above ground tests in the fifties the point. The basis premise of
and sixties, the the Marshal Is- any nonviolent action is that there
landers in the Pacific who suffer is a basic humanity in people that
from thyroid disorders and birth we attempt to reach. One way to

do that is to expose ourselves to
the possibility of harm, even
death, if it means that we ean
reach the humanity that we
know exists.

We are not trying to claim
anyone as an “enemy” (a phrase
we do not use), but rather say,
‘We trust your compassion and
sense more than we trust nu-
clear weapons,” and hope that
we are correct. Trust in your
fellow human has always accom.-
plished more than fear and
weapons, and at much less cost.
The actions we take are a wit-
ness to our belief that, given a
choice, people would rather co-
operate than fight. If civiliza-
tion makes sense, nuclear weap-
ons don't.

Ted Thomas
Coordinator Backcountry Proj-
ect for American Peace Test.

Politics of the oval table

President Bush sits at the
oval table quietly, then says, “Pass
the sugar. What's new?”

Advisor #1 replies, “We have
found that 75 million Americans
are now or may later be well be-
low our poverty line and may
experience starvation.”

Bush asks, “Is this true?”

Advisor #2 answers the presi-
dent with, “I think these terms
are too extreme. You know, Mr.
President, it is we who define
poverty. Most of those people
won't realize, or won't think that
they're poor. Plenty of people have
been happy without food. Starva-
tion is purely subjective.”

Bush scolds his agitated ad-
visor, “That was completely un-
called for and will not be repeated.
We currently have five billion
dollars waiting to be spent. That
money came from the hard work-
ers of this nation. It is the job of
the president to compensate their
efforts. We can’t always think of
ourselves.”

Advisor #1 asks, “What is
your proposition for our loose 5
billion, sir.”

Bush turns his head to the

third advisor, “Tell them what we
have, advisor number three.”
Advisor #3 injects, “The presi-
dent and I have determined that
we can either spend the entire
five billion on the poverty di-
lemma in this nation and go ahead

and wipe out poverty altogether,

“Are you forgetting why [ let all food.

of you be my cabinet? “By taking these measures,
Advisor #2 whispers in a we will have diverted the atten-

groan, “ I forgot, sir. Screw ‘em.” tion of the public, and soon the
Bush takes the table as an attention of congress, from issues

orator and proclaims, “Gentlemen that actually matter and will

of the cabinet, | have considered hopefully never be resolved.”

the options at hand, and my deci- Advisor #1 exclaims in a

or we can purchase three nuclear sion: buy the three nuclear mis- sweat, “Are you sure that millions

missiles and place them strategi-

siles and prepare them as of people will put flag bumning as

cally about the globe, increasing planned. In the meantime, we an actual priority and spend sev-
our times-over-destruction-of-the will take three million from our eral hours a day to fight for an

world capability by seven percent.

“unnecessary taxes” fund and issue that never existed and re-

The third member of our five bil- start a campaign to prevent our ally doesn't matter?

lion dollar committee thought we citizens from burning the Ameri-
might want to have only two can flag.

missiles and pull only the deserv-
ing out of poverty with $1.5 bil-

Bush corrects his servant’s
lack of confidence with, “It will
“I have on my desk a report work, and they'll even have extra
of a young man who burned the incentive, because they'll see a

lion, like white middle aged flag in the middle of a street in chance to affect congress as the

males.”

Texas. I want $3 million to go democrats and republicans

Advisor #2 complains, “This toward the exploitation of the in- squabble against each other.”

is ridiculous. I'm beginning to cdent and the arrest of our pawn,

Advisor #1 whimpers to the

agree with our public. There are ‘suspect’, by inspiring other young president, “But how can this work
other things to spend money on. men to burn the flag and create a (puzzled, as if in a dream)?”

Why, with that five billion dol-
lars, we could help the Rockefell-

national uproar,

“Students and concerned citi- Bush smiles and says, “Don’t

ers start seven new plants in third zens around the nation will soon you see? The voters made the
world nations and really help this develop organizations against flag right choice, They've elected a
country, give Reagan’s trickle desecration, and that 75 million genius. Like I've always said,

down theory another go.”

Bush looks at his second ad-
visor in a you're-out-of-line way, than merely not having enough

people will soon have more im- never underestimate the Bush.”
portant things to worry about
Bush orates to the trium-

by William Holt

phant music of “Stars and Stipes
Forever,” “Today, Operation Flag
Desecration.” Tomorrow... (Presi-
dent Bush looks through the win-
dow out into space) da , da, da-
da, da, da-da, da, da.da..,
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