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Dr. Ernest Peck

by Eileen Brady

Dr. Ernest Peck is Dean of

the College of Science and Math

and a lecturer in endocrinology.

Peck said he spends the

"bulk of his time" with work, but

he spends his spare time read-

ing. He usually reads works that

deal with academics. When he

was a research scientist he read

scientific journals, trying to

"keep current."

When he is not at work, he

said he enjoys natural science.

When he came to Las Vegas a

year ago, it was the first time he

had lived in the desert South-- I

west.
I "I grew up in Mississippi

where it's swampy, wet and

green," he said. He explored the

desert environment by taking

natural science courses in the

Continuing Education program

at UNLV last fall. He also

bought a four-whe- el drive vehicle

to enjoy the desert on his own.

He said he has become in-

terested in the "migration pat-

terns" of Native Americans "as

indicated by the petroglyphs and

pictographs and things you find

in the shelters and the caves."

When he lived in the South-

east, he spent a lot of time at a

farm he owns in Louisiana. At

that time his avocation was

working on the farm. He went

back every weekend. Over a
period of 10 years he built a

house and a barn on the land.

"It's one of those

kind of farm," he

said. "There's an oil and gas

well that doesn't make any

money but just sits there and

stinks up the place." Because

he lives so far away now, he isn't

able to get back to his farm as

often as he would like.

The two years before he

came to UNLV, Peck was in

Washington, D.C., working at

the National Science Foundat-

ion. He was a consultant and a

program director. He goes back

there on a fairly regular basis.

"They use me to evaluate

grant proposals and programs,"

he said.

Last summer he made sev-

eral trips back east to do work

for NASA. They needed him as

an expert consultant in endocri-

nology. Peck made six trips

around the country evaluating

scientific proposals for three

national centers in different

aspects of space biology.

"Itfs not being 'deanly,' but

ifs using your science and your

expertise in administration as

well, to make evaluations, judg-

ments and recommendations to

the federal government," he

said.

Peck said that in science to-

day public universities are com-

peting with private industry for

young scientists.

"Universities don't have the

salaries to pay that the private

sector has," he said. "A young

biochemist with today's state-of-the-a- rt

training might go into a

biotechnology company starting

out at $50,000-60,00- 0 a year.

The same person offered an as-

sistant professorship here, for

instance, would probably be of-

fered $35,000."

Peck said the substantial

difference would allow a totally

different lifestyle. Many gradu-

ates are "quite appropriately

drawn to that better lifestyle"

and go to work for industry.

He said there is now' a

"move" by a number of people

who have gone into industry to

come back to academics. The

reason they come back is be-

cause they found "the money

wasn't everything they thought

it was. And there are more

things to life (than money),"

Peck said.

He said there are such fac-

ulty members at UNLV who are

very good, if not better because

they have spent time in indus-

try.
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Switchit skates newest craze
by Tina Crinite
Lifestyles Editor

It's the newest skating craze

all "rolled" into one. The e,

interchangeable rollerice skate,
"Switchit", is currently the most

advanced innovation designed by

the original developer of Roller-blade- s,

Scott Olson.

To promote the new skate,
UNLVs Rebel Ski Club sponsored

a demonstration by seven per-

forming members of the Switchit

team. The relatively new team

promotes the product all around

the country by performing jumps

and various skills involved in us-

ing the Switchit skate.

"We're here to show people

how fun the skates are," said team

member Tim Gantz.

The team performers use two

36 inch ramps for jumps in which

the members reach up to 13 feet

in the air while wearing protec-

tive helmets, wrist guards and
knee pads.

"This sportrecreational activ-

ity has become very popular in
California while being fun and
good exercise," said team mem-

ber Greg Westermeyer.

Using the Switchit has be-

come the ideal conditioning for

skiers during their n.

Skiing is a strenuous sport which

extensively uses a person's leg

muscles in addition to concentrat-

ing on balance, while moving over

the snow. A similar motion is

used in skating.

Tim Buck, the manufacturer's

representative for Switchit skates

in New Mexico, Nevada and Ari-

zona encouraged students pass-

ing by the demonstration to try

on a pair and skate for them-

selves..

"We're the newest skate dem-

onstration team in the country,"

said Jeff Jochum, team director.

The new group had previously
performed in Phoenix, Arizona
and various other outdoor shows.

"We also try to promote a good

time as well as safety when using

the skates," Jochum said.

A major consensus of UNLV

students who tried the skates on

for a test run said they weren't as

easy to balance on as roller skates,

but not as difficult as ice blades.

Most enjoyed the Switchit and its
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High flying - Switchit, an interchangeable rollerice skate is j

just in time for Christmas.

lightweight material which gave

them more maneuverability than

a plain roller skate.

Rob Bayard, a hotel admin-

istration major, said, "I've never

tried them the skates until now.

Fm going to buy a pair. Hopefully

they will create the ability for the

skate to be attachable to skis."

Various members of the team

said that this concept may become

an added feature in the near fu-

ture.
In comparison to its prede- - j

cessor the Rollerblade, the
Switchit features a longer wheel

base and better design. It is also

2 12 pounds lighter. The term
"in-lin- refers to the design of

the skate's four replaceable
wheels in a straight line.

Switchit skates are available

featuring laces or buckles that
secure the ski boot-typ- e skate on

the foot They also come in a va-

riety of neon colors.

There are two models of

Switchit skates. The High Per-

formanceCruise model features

precision bearings and one of the

fastest wheels available, and the

RecreationalTouring model is
designed for comfort and leisure

skating.

Switchit skates are available

for rental or purchase at the Jock

Shop, and for purchase only at
Nevada Bob's. Prices range from

$174 to $230, and the ice blades

are approximately $60.

FairTest asks I.R.S. to punish
Merit Scholarship Program

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (CPS-Us- ing

PSAT (Preliminary Scho-

lastic Aptitude Test) scores to

award National Merit Scholar-

ships amounts to race and sex dis-

crimination, and the group that
awards the scholarships should

lose its tax-exem- status, the
standardized test watchdog group

FairTest said in an Oct. 20 letter
to the Internal Revenue Service.

"Just as the tax-exem-

status of Bob Jones University
was revoked because of its racially

discriminatory programs, so the

National Merit Scholarship Cor-

poration should be denied tax- -

payer support because of its use
of tests which result in racially

and sexually discriminatory
awards," wrote director Cinthia
Schuman of FairTest, which
forced New York state to drop SAT

scores as measures of who should

get state scholarships.

FairTest says the tests are
biased against women and minori-

ties, and don't really predict how
well they actually do in college.

Women and minorities get an
unfairly small percentage of Na-

tional Merit Scholarships because

the PSATs do not accurately test
aptitude, Schuman said.
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