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Former UNLV quarterback stars in commercial
by Mark Landwehr

Sports Editor

Former University of Nevada,
Las Vegas (UNLV)
quarterback and current NFL
star, Randall Cunningham is star-

ring in a new commercial cam-

paign for Diet Coke called, The
Melt."

Cunningham, who starred for

UNLV until 1984, holds 12 differ-

ent UNLV football records for his
passing efforts. This is not to
mention the hundreds of yards he
gained rushing the ball after elud-

ing would be tacklers.
The 64, 203 lb athlete was a

two-tim-e at UNLV,
passing for 8290 yards in his stint
as a Rebel signal caller. He com-

piled this yardage while maintain-

ing a UNLV record career com- -

percentage of 58.1.

continued his
ipletion in the National Football

(NFL) with the Philadel-- j
"Runnin Randall"

I has led the Eagles to two division

titles while leading the team in
!j both passing and rushing.
'f In 1988, Cunningham threw
for just under 4000 yards, and

1

ran for 624 more, He topped off
the year by being named Most
Valuable Player (MVP) in the Pro
Bowl.

Last year, Cunningham's
numbers slipped a bit due to an
injury to star receiver Mike Quick.
He still threw for 3400 yards and
rushed for 621, in an "off year.

It's not too much of a mys-
tery why Diet Coke chose the
multitalented Cunningham as one
of only seven NFL stars to be in
their new campaign, The Melt? .

The Melt," filmed at the Rose
Bowl in Pasadena, depicts action
at summer training camp. The
temperatures rise above 100 de-

grees, (114 actual temperature),
and players begin to melt into the
playing field. Our heroes are
saved, however, by Cincinnati
Bengals' quarterback Boomer
Esiason, who gives his fellow play-

ers Diet Coke to refresh and re-

store them.
The promotion is interesting

because Diet Coke teamed up with
Industrial Light and Magic (ILM)
to pull off the special effects in
the spot. ILM did the effects for
such movies as "Raiders of the
Lost Ark," "Star Wars" and The

Abyss," to name a few.

The Melt's" melting effect is
done using the same technology
ILM employed in creating the
"pseudopod" creature in "The
Abyss," (Academy Award, Best
Visual Effects, 1989).

Aside from the technology ,

used to melt the players, the tech-

niques used to reassemble them
are just as complicated. Using
effects tricks learned from the
movie, "Willow," called "mor-phing- ,"

the players are transf-
ormed back to their original form
after consuming the Diet Coke.

The effects portion of the 30
second spot took three months to
fully prepare and complete.

The Melt" will air through- -'

out the fall on ABC's Monday
Night Football," NBC Sports Sun-

day Football Games, and other
national television shows.

The promotion is being used
to kickoff Diet Coke's 25th Anni-

versary of the Super Bowl cam-

paign. It includes The Melt",
game boards and pieces and prizes
of $25,000 in cash and tickets to
the Super Bowl in Tampa.
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Boomer Esiason (right) comes to the rescue with ice-col- d bottles
of diet Coke for teammate Randall Cunnincham (12) in a new
commcercial entitled "The Melt".

Our StudcntLinc account gives you
value that really makes the grade.
If you want the checking account created with
students in mind, First Interstate Bank's got it.
We have a special package designed to help you I
make it through those trying college years the I
StudentLine Account. It has all the products and I
services you need: I)' Checking with no minimum balance I

and no monthly fee. Write up to 15 checks I
a month with no monthly fee. And cash your I

P) personal checks at over 1,100 First Interstate I

J offices in 19 states and the District of Columbia. I
I y First Interstate Danccrd. Get up to $200 I

cash every day at Day & Night Tellers through-- I
out First Interstate territory and at over 30,000 I
CIRRUS ATMs across the U.S. I
VISA" or MasterCard9 Eligibility. Even I

if you have no credit history, you may still qual- - I

ify for a student VISA or MasterCard? so you can I

better manage your expenses. I

Student Loans. If paying for school is a I

( concern, we can help you with a student loan. I

j """N Student loans allow you to borrow money for I

J J college and not begin paying it back until after I

J I you graduate. I

J So for all your banking needs from a I

I checking account to a student loan graduate I
I V J to First Interstate Bank. I

JrO First
u. Interstate
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Nobody makes banking easier I
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