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UNLV engineering grads in big demand

The demand for new engineers far exceeds the num-
ber of graduates from UNLV’s engineering programs, ac-
cording to university officials.

The chairpersons of the civil and mechanical engi-
neering departments and the electrical engineering and
computer science departments say that most of their
students begin working for engineering firms while they
are still pursuing bachelors degrees. When they gradu-
ate, they have full-time jobs waiting for them.

Dr. Richard Wyman, chairman of civil and mechani-
cal engineering, said that within three weeks of gradu-
ation he had more than 70 requests from engineering
firms who want to hire recent graduates.

“We don't have anybody to give them,” he said. “Most
people think that students go to school for four years,
then find a job. But most of our students are working
while they are in school. Come graduation day, there is
no one looking for a job"

Noting that most of the current demand is for civil
engineering students, Wyman said that each of the two
departments is graduating 10-15 students per year.

“That number is increasing, but we should be gradu-
ating three or four times that many students,” he said,
adding that he would like to see the department swell
from the current 60-70 majors to 200-250.

“We would like to get more good high school gradu-
ates into our * he said. “There is a great de-
mand for engineers, and I think that will remain the case
for the next decade.”

The Howard R. Hughes College of Engineering, which
moved into the 101,000-square-foot Thomas T. Beam En-
gineering Complex last year, is growing and has roon in
classes for many more students, Wyman said. But many
high school graduates are unprepared for technical study,
because they haven’t taken the right classes in high
school.

“If high school students want to go into a technical
field like engineering, they should take all the math and
physical science courses offered in their school,"Wyman
advised. “And biology is also important for those who
think they want to become involved in the growing field
of waste water treatment.”

Wyman said that if these departments graduated
100 new engineers, they would all find jobs.

“The demand is great nationally, because muct of
the nation’s infrastructure—roads, bridges, and water
distribution systems, for instance—are old and wom out.
And the demand is especially high in Southern Nevada,
particularly in the cvil engineering field of transporta-
tion and environmental engineering, because the area is

growing so rapidly,” he said.

Dr. Tom Nartker, chairman of computer science and
electrical engineering, said the demand for graduates in
those programs is so high that very few students get
through their senior year without taking a job at 80-90
percent of the salary they will make after they graduate,

Some students work full-time and some part-time,
Nartker explained, adding that companies in the techni.
cnl industry are eager to hire students full-time by the
time they reach their junior year.

“We have sort of an informal cooperative program
with companies like E.G. & G., Lockheed, Nellis Air
Force Base, and others who hire our students” Nartker
said. “The demand is very high right now.”

Wyman noted that a reorganization in the college is
setting up separate departments for civil and environ.
mental engineering, mechanical engineering, electrical
and computer engineering, and computer science. Under
that reorganization, the department of civil and environ-
mental engineering will offer concentrations in the areas
of structural, geotechnical, hydraulics, transportation,
and environmental engineering.

For more information about UNLV’s engineering
programs, call 739-3699,

Las Vegas is the place to be

Las Vegas is on an economic 1.35 percent ahead of Bakersfield
roll, leading American metropoli- in economic increase indicators,

“Las Vegas, in a league by
itself, posted an estimated real
growth of 29 percent in the last
the firm said.
“Moreoever, fueled by a hotel and
casino construction boom, its
growth in the first quarter alone
was nearly three percent”

Alphametrics said its per-
2.25 percent ahead of Fresno, 142 formance indexes are constructed
percent ahead of Sacramento, and using aggregate personal income

tan areas in economic growth.

The city enjoyed economic
growth of 2.95 percent in the first
quarter of this year, according to
a report released by Alphamet-
rics Corporation.

The glitzy Nevada city was
well ahead of California metro-
politan areas, Las Vegas ranked

two years,"

data from the US Commerce
Department’s Bureau of Economic
Analysis and industry employ-
ment data from the department’s
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

The company said its indexes
provide a more comprehensive
picture of economic performance
than employment statistics, be-
cause simply counting jobs ignores
that some jobs have a greater eco-
nomic impact than others.

No Censorship, No

Rebel Plates are full size plastic duplicates of actual license plates. Unlike the “Vanity” plates
you register for your car, Rebel Plates are purely for fun. You can choose up to 10 letters or
numbers on any of the 50 state plates. To use indoors, the back of the plates been designed
to either stand up or hang on the wall. Our optional calendar enhances any room or office.
Outside, display your message in a car window, sporting event or prctest rally by attaching the
exclusive wire handle. Customized within 48 hours.
order, call Poetic License at 253-9826, Same day rush service available,
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