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Blenglish: A .variation n language !

by Michael Ollle Clayton

Not too long ago there was a
strong sentiment sweeping the coun-

try in regards to whether or not
"Black English" C'Blenglish", as
I've fashioned it) should be incor-

porated into schools and school
books.

This language schism,
Blenglish, was slowly gaining credi-

bility as a viable expression of what

was considered African-America- n

dialect
If the Blcngish sentiment were

to ever muster the steam of recog-

nition, it would be unfair not to
allow the English speaking peoples
who live in the Southern States of

.
America to incorporate their very

special manifestation of the Eng-

lish language.

If the legitimization of slang is
to prevail, America would have to
grant each generation of coming
Americans a new brand of English.

Blenglish, as a form of lan-

guage, has it's roots in neither cul-

ture nor race. It is not the manifes-

tation of geographical diversity. It
is not the encumbrance of an en-

trenched foreign tongue, tamed
years later by the introduction of
new (foreign) soil.

Blenglish is the result of mil-

lions of people not being taught how

to read or write. It is the artistic
result of codifying sounds. It is
feedback. It is a sender's utterance
fed back by an adaptive receiver.

African-America- were not
formally taught English when they

arrived at their new country. They
were forced to relinquish their na-

tive tonguc(s) and made to incorpo-

rate strange words from strange
people into their dialect.

The "Englishization" of African-A-

mericans was achieved pri-

marily through association. (For-

get the reasons why...forgct any rage
or anger at the time it was against
the law to teach black slaves how to
read or write.)

There aren't many foreigners
(if any) past age 16 who arrive in

America and completely erase the
native spice of their language even
when they are formally educated.

Most African-America- who
were initially relocated in America

were over age 16. This is docu-

mented fact There was no tabula

rasa (blank tablet) to fill in. They

had already been socialized to, with,
and by their native tongue(s).

Consequently, language was
passed on by parent to child, by
"institutionally ignorant others" to
newborns. Now we hear the mani-

festation of the going trend of times

past.

Blenglish is not the manifesta-

tion of inherent deficiencies it is

the manifestation of institutional,

systematic deprivation.

Blenglish Isn't a flaw; it is an
unintended laboratory experiment

Compulsory education distends
this; environment supports this;
over-exposu- re and under-exposur- e

prove this.

To be able to enunciate with

grammatical proficiency is the di-

rect result of conditioning. The

reverse is true as well.

Exposure equates to hmita- -

lions. Exposure is causal. Expo- - I

sure conditions. .

To romanticize Blenglish is one f ,

thing; to recognize the variation of J

language is one thing; not to under- - '

stand how it came about is to par- - f 1

ticipalc in ignorance yourself, be-- 1
1

cause you have succumbed to a J
f .

cancerous preoccupation with ap-- i
pcarancc j

Blenglish is more complexion

than matter. It is the result of bad .

training. It Ls not the way a person
"

is. It is the way a person has been L ,

taught. It is surface, and many arc I

perceived as ignorant and inferior

because of the appearance of sur-

face. There is no distant drum beat--

ing.
Education-pro-per education is w

the key! j;
'

The American Tradition.

Folk. Bluegrass.

Blues.
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Mostly Folk - Sundays at 4pm

j Patchwork - Sundays at 6pm

j Nothin1 But the Blues - Thursdays at Midnight
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$500 PRIZES $100 . . .

Standing Up I y '

for Peace f I 7 j

CONTEST J(X
Why have people risked their jobs, mm " "

J

their homes, their families and even J

prison to take a stand for peace? This is y
your chance to find out. The Standing Up for j,
Peace Contest invites you to talk face to face with someone who has re-- U

fused to fight in war, pay taxes for war, or build weapons for war, and j j

then to express what you think and feel about what you heard by writ- - . j j

ing something or creating a work of art or music. )

The contest is open to young people ages 15-2- 3. The deadline for I

entries is May 1,1990. j

To enter, send for the Standing Up for Peace contest booklet, Fel- -
lowship of Reconciliation, Box 271, Nyack, NY 10960, (914) 358-460- .

Stondng Up for Peace I a project of the 1990 Celebration of Conscience Committee.
'

Include: CCCOAn Angency for Draft and Mitcry Counsel, Conscience
and MIrary Tax Campaign. FelowsMp of Reconcllarion. Merwonlte Central Committee,
Mdwett Committee for Military Counielng. National Interrellglout Service Board for Coo--
tdentloui Objectors. National War Tax Resistance Ccordnatlng Committee. Peace Tax
Foundation, War Reitstert League.
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