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It seems to

The winds of change are blow-
ing with surprising strength and
faster than anyone could have imag-
ined.

We are privileged 1o witness
some of the most dramatic changes
in the global political make up. The
extraordinary events in the Soviet
bloc have brought the course of
human history to the threshold of
its most fascinating, challenging
and dangerous period.

The surprising collapse of iron-
hand totalitarian regimes, led not
by military might but rather by eco-
nomic collapse and that most hu-
man desire 1o right wrongs and live
to the highest potential, is in itself
the story of the century.

In the last few months, we have
been witness to free elections in
Poland, and the disintegration of
the communist party in Hungary.

East Germans were allowed to
escape to the West by Warsaw Pact
sister and ideological twin Czecho-
slovakia, and that set the stage for
the most unique turnaround in East
German communist policy follow-
ing a visit by Mikhail Gorbachey.

Yet to find the head of what
must still be called the Soviet em-
pire presiding over the unraveling
of the communist fiber, is in itself

me...

a greal paradox.

And the world is unsure of
how 1o react.

East Germans don't want to
believe in the old, oppressive guard.
Ovemight they have found a voice,
and nothing Egon Krenz can say
or do— short of a return to mili-
tary repression —will legitimize his
power, East Germany's political
thirst will only be satisfied by le-
gitimate elections in which they
can vole against the communists
as Poland did last spring.

But they are sure to find soon
that political—and economic—
freedom does not bring immediate
economic bliss as the Soviets well
know. And the quick trip 1o the
West is the fastest way (0 securing
a better life.

This poses a problem for West
Germany which will see its dream
of national unification realized 1o
nightmarish proportions as Ger-
many unifies itsell on the west side
of the wall,

By next year Hungary will
have banished all communist signs
from atop 18 public buildings, and
its Westem-style socialist govern-
ment plans to consider leaving the
Warsaw Pact.

Repeating a frequent refrain

by Milan Martinic

of new Soviet leadership, Soviet
Foreign Ministry Gennadi Gerasi-
mov said Moscow was prepared to
disband the Warsaw pact provided
NATO simultaneously did the same.

But NATO and the Warsaw
Pact have kept Europe from war for
more than 45 years, And the world
is not all that uncomfortable with
that arrangement.

The alternative risks in becom-
ing a dangerous power vacuum, the
consequences and stability of Eu-
rope as other political and ethnic
rivalries are rekindled.

And that dramatizes the dan-
gers of the sweeping changes—
changes that Western leaders have
called for in almost half a century
of rhetoric—and the need for un-
derstanding of the possible conse-
quences. And to draw the rules for
the new game.

“We are moving from the post-
war European home,” the Soviets
say, adding that Mikhail Gorbachev
is eager (o discuss the changes in
Eastern Europe when he meets with
President Bush next month abroad
military ships off the coast of Malta.
That could make this “non-summit”
the most important meeting of the
superpowers since Yalta,
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CORREGCTION:

In Nov. 7's editorial, titled, “The Mad Man of Romania,” The capital of

Romania was incormectly identified as Budapes!, rather than Bucharest.

The Yellin' Rebal apologizes for this eror
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With Macintosh
you can even do this:

Macintosh*computers have always been easy to use. But they ve never
been this easy to own. Presenting The Macintosh Sale.

Through January 31, you can save hundreds of dollars on a variety
of Apple* Macintosh computers and peripherals

So now there’s no reason to settle for an ordinary PC. With The
Macintosh Sale, you can wind up with much more of a computer.

Without spending a lot more money.

© 180 Aty Comipeiir, e Apple, the Apyie iogo, amd Macmicah are regsterve tracdemarks of Apple Comfuater. I
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The Macintosh Sale.
Now through January 31

For more information contact:
Karen Reynolds at Century 23 Computers
870-1534




