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The Abyss:
Not worth the hype or the budget

' " By Lori Gallinger
YELL1N' REBEL

The Abyss , or perhaps better
titled The Abysmal Abyss , is one
those movies where you just shake
your head afterwards, saying ,

"Why, why did I actually, of my
own free will endure such a film?"

Yes, the lighting and cinematog-

raphy were really nice, but it takes
more than a glizty piece of celluloid

to made it in my book. It isn't even

all that original; just your basic

James Cameron fare which, in the

past, hasn't been too bad.

The Terminator was pretty good,

as was Aliens, but plug in cute,
gentle, pastel aliens for the black
meanics and the blackness of the

deep sea for the blackness of space
and you've essentailly got the same

thing- - There was nothing really that's what The Abyss reminds me
original here. The aliens bore a strik- - of, a glass of brownish goo that
ing resemblance to those in Close could have been a luscious steak
Encounters of the Third Kind, and dinner.
the characters

were your
stereotypical
Cameron char-

acters, the
strong female
lead, the good

I OH fiCTO
guy, and the
evil government andor mcgacorpo-ratio-n

representative.
The movie never focused on one

subject, never followed one story

through; a number of the plotlincs
could have made an interesting film,

but so many ideas were just melded
together. It's like throwing a five

course meal in the blender. What
could've made a tasty dish, is just a

glass of brownish goo; and perhaps

Everything about this film is just
dismal; dismal I tell you. Acting,
well its difficult to tell: The charac-

ters were so boringly typical (Ed
Harris and Mary Elizabeth Mastran-toni- o

as the couple who cannot live

with or without each other, Michael
Biehn as the tough commander and
a rough and ready crew). Lawrence
Olivier couldn't have made any of
them interesting. What can the best

director or editor do with a piece of
crap story like this (that's not to say
that the director and editor were the
best in the world!

You don't see
enough of the myste-

rious alien force to
particulary care; but
we've seen these ali-

ens before anyway,
evelash for evelash. w
they're the same ones

that debuted in Close Encounters
they even resembled E.T. just a bit.
And while I like both of those films,
and their respective aliens, I was
hoping for something a bit differ-

ent.
I could even have handled the

characters and the story though, but,
for God's sake the flick was so full
of plotholcs that I just had to laugh
and wonder where I went wrong.

Why was I here, enduring this mon-

strosity? A plothole, by the way, is

a technical flaw in the storyline; an

occurence that just doesn't make any
sense, is impossible in the real .

world.

An example? Well, one charac-

ter swims quite a distance underwa-

ter, in extremely cold water, with-

out a wetsuit, without any consid-

eration of the immense pressures at

extrene depths in the ocean.
Logically he should not have

been able to do this, plus rise out of

the water and be fairly nimbloe in a

fight with a trained, ultra efficient,
psychotic militaryman.

Yes, the lighting and cimcmato-graph- y

were notable, there were

some really nice underwater shots

and whole look is glitzy and high

budget. But even so, do yourself a
favor and miss The Abyss.
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