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P_oIiticaI controversy may
kill “freedom’’ plaque

by paige white

staff writer

A plague in front of
Wright Hall which sup-
ported freedom fighters
has recently been remov-
ed because of its con-
troversial political
statement.

President Robert Max-
son said that the plaque,
which was erected by the
College Republicans, was
approved by the universi-
ty under confusing
circumstances.

“Everything that has
been done has been done
with good intentions,"
Maxson said. “Everyone
has agreed, why not honor
all people that have stood
and fought for freedom? A
new plaque will be
representing that.”

Maxson said he was
under the impression that
student services had
already approved the wor-
ding on the plaque.

Dean of Student Ser-
vices Robert Ackerman

said student services was
approached by the Col-
lege Republicans only at
the beginning of the
project.

“"What we agreed to
was the concept,” Acker-
man said. '‘There was
never any approval for the
final wording of the plaque
or the way it was to be
displayed.”

"'Originally when it was
presented, it was
presented as a bi-partisan
effort to honor freedom
fighters. It seemed like
something that would not
be offensive,”” Ackerman
said.

Ackerman said he never
heard about the project
again after his office ap-
proved the concept for a
plaque. He said he hap-
pened to notice the plaque
one day as he was coming
out of Beam Hall.

"“The wording bothered
me,"’Ackerman said.
“Universities are not sup-
posed to get involved in
political issues."

No one the Yellin' Rebe/
talked to could give the ex-
act wording of the plaque.

Ackerman said he was
also surprised to see how
large the base of the pla-
que was, since he had ex-
pected to see a small pla-
que underneath a tree.

Ackerman said the con-
fusion was because the
university did not have a
policy to deal with this kind
of situation, but is working
on one now.

“It's been a learning ex-
perience for all of us,|
guess,” Ackerman said.
“We were caught off

guard. It's one of those
things you don't think
about until you're asked."

“It's a project that kind
of took on a life of it's
own,"’he added.

Maxson said the Col-
lege Republicans, and

particularly Scott Black
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who was the group’s
president at the time, did
not do anything to
misrepresent themselves.

“When students make

| ments
M themselves in, and apart-

a request from me, | try the College of Arts and strong objection to a pla-
every way | can to honor Letters said he was sur- que on our campus, or
the request,” Maxson prised to see the plaque anywhere, in honor of the

said.
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Can't find a place to
park on-campus? Maybe

. you would rather not find

anywhere to park at
home? This is the situa-

tion, the people living at

the Off Campus apart-
have found

ment manager Randy

4 Broberg said she is tired
i of it.

According to Broberg,
every time there is an

0 event at the Thomas &

Mack, the parking lots to
her apartments fill up with

appear

" ha.va certainly a very

Apartment owner threatens
to tow student vehicles

@10) by kurt hildebrand

people who do not live
there.

“| used to find broken
bottles in the parking lot
after a Rebel game or
something else, but |
didn't want to tow away
anyone's car over it,'" she
said.

But, since Broberg
doubled the number of
apartments she posesses
through the purchase of
the old University Arms
apartment building, she
said the situation has
become intolerable.

| don't want to tow peo-
ple off,” she said. "But

contras. | have trouble

See "Plaque’’ Pg. 4

every morning after an
event | have 90 irate peo-
ple screaming at me about
how they can't find any
parking when they come
home at night, and | am
going to have to start do-
ing something about it."

Broberg said she is go-
ing to start towing cars
away if the situation
doesn't change drastic-

ally.

“| would rather handle
it nicely, but | am going to
have to start towing kid's
cars off if they don’t cool
it,” she said.



