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SillaH I"J1.e. U.S. long before 11)00
thatfaculty writer

Lerone Bennett has
authored a text titled:
Before the Mayflower. It is
a layman's history of
blacks in America. The ti-

tle is significant because
the first blacks to arrive to
English North America did
so the year before the
Mayflower landed at
Plymouth Rock in 1620.

While it is true they were
brought here involuntarily,
they were not immediated- -
ly slaves. Those twently
black men who arrived
here in 1619 became in-

dentured servants. Being
an indentrued servant in
America was not unusuaU
Most Englishmenwtfo

I came to Americduring
those early vears were

I also indented servants.
I Both cydups, black and
I whitpfeventually became

f Slavery probably had its
unofficial beginning with
John Punch who, in 1 640,

servant as punish-
ment for having attemp-
ted, with two others, to run
away. The latter two, both
white men, were given
short, six months addi-
tions to their servitude
periods. A quarter of a
century later there began
to appear colonial statutes
legally recognizing perma-
nent indenture. For the
next two hundred years
the overwhelming majori-
ty of Africans who were
brought to the American
colonies and later to the"
United States earned as
lifetime indenturesslaves.

Whowere these
Afrjeans, who were they
before they were brought
here and how did they
become America's boogie
men! Is it possible to
answer such questions in
less than four-hundr-

words? Maybe. Where to
begin? I could begin at
Olduvai Gorge of East
Africa-t- he site where the
earliest remains of

been found but that would
take far too much time and
space to cover the million
or so years. Perhaps we
could talk about those who
were involved in the great
migration down the Nile to
Egypt or others who made
their way to the Fertile
Crescent of the Near East
or still others who hugged
the sea coast as they
reached out to the Far
East and eventually to the
AmerjcasT

'Those movements of
people took literally
thousands of years to oc-
cur. Perhaps it would be
better to just stick to Africa
but, even at that, we're
looking at a continent
three-time- s the size of the
United States, millions
more people and a place
whose history is as old as
human-kind- . Impossible.

We could speak of the
ancient kingdom of

and its
queen who visited
Solomon but we've read of

in Chronicles II
already. If we had the time
and space we could speak
of Nefetari, queen of
Egypt or the

but we've
seen their busts before
and have been conscious
of that which we saw. We
could speak of Hatputset,
the queen mother, who
wasKushitebutthen.ifwe
did that, we

. would be
obliged to address, to
some degree, the
Kingdom of Kush which
invaded and conquered
Egypt. We could not do
that because then, there
would not be ample
timespace to even men-
tion the west African
kingdoms of Ghana, Mali
and Songhai let along the
city of Timbuctu which
was not only a center of
trade but also the place
where there could be
found a school of naviga-
tion in Portugal. I wouldn't
attempt to mention
anything of central ot
southern Africa or the
Wangara gold traders, the
walled cities of Zimbawe

r the bridges of the
pygmies.

No, we cannot address
any of those three ques-

tions in four-hundre- d

words or less. Let's just

say that the European,
with his asiento in hand,
did not capture a bunch of
backward savages and
rescue them from their
heathen ways. To be sure,
they were different in cof-o-r

--and cultural
characteristics. They had
their own languages,
diets, costumnings, social
orders and religions. They
were not bad or wrong-mer- ely

different. They
were taken from that, sub-
jected to cultural and
psychological shock, their
families split, dispossess-
ed of their culture, sub-
jected to a foreign culture
and, then, because they
did not identify with their
new surroundings quickly
and with enthusiasm they
were termed intellectually
inferior, barbarous,
savage and docile by their
captors and tormentors-torment- ors

who profited
and gloried In their debas-
ing and brut&Wzing ot the'r
lellow human beings
Tormentora. who while
comfortable, waited fret-
fully for the realization of
the prophecy of the an-
cient historian who wrote:
All glory Is fleeting.

February: 16. The Liberia

Herald, the first

newspaper printed in
Africa, was first published
by C.L Force of Boston in
1826.
16. The linguist, William S.

. Scarborough was born on
this date in 1852. He
graduated Oberlin College

'

in 1875 and became a ,

teacher of Latin, Greek
and mathematics. In 1880
he authored a Greek tex-
tbook, First Lessons in
Greek, which was adopted
and widely used in secon-
dary schools and colleges.
17. On this date in
Orrin C. Suthern II, who
was born in 1946, became
the first black organist to
perform on the CBS net- - j

work. While a student at
Western Reserve Univer-
sity, he gave a recital
before the American Guild
of Organists at
Youngstown, Ohio. No
black organist had ever
been nvlted to do so
before.
A7. Huey Newton, eadet
and tounder ot the BacK
Panther Party was born in v

Monroe, Louisiana In
1942.

f
18. Quakers of German- - i
town, Pennsylvania made
first formal protest against
slavery in colonial
America in 1688.
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"Something should be

done for the office

workers, they should have

the right to a smoke-fre- e

work place," Whalen said.

Yellin' Rebel Editor Kurt

Hildebrand said the smok-

ing law will be enforced in

newspaper offices.
"It's the lawJhave to

enforce it," he said.
However, Hildebrand

added he thinks the law is

too broad.
"I think the law is entire-

ly too sweeping.
Hildebrand satd.

"Smokers Jjavcertain
rights ariettas an obliga-tiorjt- o

consider others
-- rnen they light up."

Those found to be in

violation of the law will be
subject to criminal sanc

tion as defined in NRb
202.249 andor
disciplinary procedures as

- outlined in the university

code, the bylaw states.
However, Evenson had

this to say about
enforcement.

"We're not going to j

have a smoke police, but

if people complain we will

do something about it."
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CONGRATULATIONS - While in Las Vegas

recently, U.S. Senator Chic Hecht (right) stopped

by the Royal Casino on 99 Convention Center

Drive to congratulate UNLV Marketing major

Glenn Buxton (left) on his appointment to direc-

tor of casino marketing and public relations for

the local property.


