REBEL SPORTS

Runnin’ Rebels purge
Soviet National team

while the Soviets couldn’t

by karen hall
sports editor

The UNLV men's
basketball team vs. the
Soviet Union's National
men's team was an ex-
hibition game in name
only.

Tuesday night before
8.248 screaming Rebel
fans in the Thomas and
Mack Center, the Runnin’
Rebels came from behind
and defeated the Big
Russkies 93-86.

The game began with
the infamous light show
and fireworks and all the
Rebel hoopla. Not only did
the Las Vegas fans get a
treat, but so did the
viewers watching the
televised game on ESPN.

Despite the pregame
glitter, the Russians came
out business-like, ook
control and went right at

the Rebels.
The Rebels, on the

other hand, came out
tight, hesitant to shoot,
and their defense didn't
look sharp in the early
going.

The Soviets took an
13-4 lead over the Rebels

Intramural Report

but it was just a matter of
time before the offensive
machine of the Rebels
warmed up.

Senior Gerald Paddio,
who finished the game
with 29 points, cranked up
the machine by firing
shots from the 3-point line
to close the gap to 13-12.

However, the Big Reds
dominated the first half
and shot a sizzling 56 per-
cent from the floor to take
a 46-35 halftime advan-
tage, while the Rebels
shot only 42 percent.

In the second half the
Rebels came out and
played pressure man-to-
man defense, started fast
breaking and hit the
three-pointers.

“Coach (Tarkanian) told
us at halftime that with the
way things were going it
would only be a matter of
time before it started click-
ing for us,'" said Jarvis
Basnight who finished the
game with 19 points.

Not only did the fast
break start clicking for the
Rebels but so did their
shooting.

The Rebels shot 51 per-
cent in the second half

Afgan rebel from a foot

hit the broad side of an

away during the second
half, they shot a mere 37
percent and at times were
flustered by the Rebel's
defense.

Richard  Robinson
seemed to have stunned
the entire arena with his
great performance. He
finished the game with 14
points, 11 rebounds, and
six block shots.

Coach Tarkanian had
high praise for Robinson,
whom he said "played the
best game of his career."

The loss was the first for
the Soviets in five games
against college teams in
their tour of the United
States.

“l never felt we could
win this game. | knew we
would play hard and |

hoped we would play
well,”" Tarkanian said.

UNLV will hold its se-
cond Scarlet-Gray scrim-
mage next Tuesday and
then will open the season
at the Pearl Harbor

blocking a Soviet shot.

Classic, Dec.3 in Hawaii.
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