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‘Campus police carry
guns for defense

by robert danner

staff writer

Firearms have been
carried by UNLV campus
police since 1972 and
would only be used to de-
fend an officer of the
peace or to protect a vic-
timized party.

Dave Hollenbeck, re-
cently appointed Director
of Public Safety, came to
UNLV from Ohio State
University where he was a
lieutenant and police of-
ficer for 17 years.

Hollenbeck said he fa-
vored the idea of his of-
ficers carrying weapons

while on duty, "but would
prefer a very tight policy
as lo when weapons

would be used. | would ted to use his weapon

prefer my officers to carry
a firearm and never need
it than to need it and not
have it available."

He said the philosophy
he instructs his staff to use
when dealing with a po-
tentially dangerous situa-
tion is to start with a soft
approach.

“My first reaction, in this
case, would be to try to
talk the person into putting
down his weapon,” he
said. "Use force only inin-
crements. However, re-
member the law says an

officer is entitled to use as

much force as is nece- |8

ssary to overcome the
force the criminal is ex-
hibiting against the of-
ficer."

Hollenbeck said a 1986
Supreme Court decision,
Tennessee vs. Gardner,

decided when police could |*

fire upon a fleeing
suspect. The decision said
an officer could not shoot
a person for a crime for
which the person could
not receive the death
penalty even if the person
were convicted of the
crime.

He said, "What has
evolved out of this deci-

sion is that the only time
an officer would be permit-

would be in defense of
himself or the defense of
others. In effect, the
Supreme Court decision
simplified situations as to
when an officer could or
could not use a weapon."”

Hollenbeck stressed his
officers attend target
shooting ranges several
times a year to score well
and to improve their pro-
ficiency levels. “'As a mat-
ter of fact,” he said,
“since | have been at
UNLV, | have raised the
qualifications because |
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want my men to be as pro-
ficient as possible. A
trophy which | received for
proficiency in firearms
serves as a reminder to
my officers that they are
expected to score well in
target shooting in order to
avoid the chance of inno-
cent people getting hurt."”

While at Ohio State

CARS packets due

by karen splawn

news editor

The CARS registration
for Spring 1988 should go
smoothly due to a later fee
payment date, according
to Nick Paul, associate
registar.

“‘Last spring, one of the
problems we had was we
required early payment
[December 9], said Paul.

“What this did was pre-

vent a lot of out-of-state
and financial aid students
from participating. This
year, they have until the
end of late registation to
pay for the CARS
schedule,"” he said.

There were very few
complaints from the 7,000
or so students who par-
ticipated in last year's
CARS, Paul said. -

He added that the
registration office had

“more positive comments
about CARS than we had
with any other system we
tried.”

Paul did confirm that
the major complaint was
students not getting the
courses they registared
for, but he said that was
no different than regular
registation.

“This is a national
system, not something
unique to UNLV," he said.

University, he said, he
saw the effects on an of-
ficer who had to use his
weapon in the line of duty
and they were devasta-
ting. “‘Even though the of-
ficer was acting in self-
defense, he suffered a
tremendous amount of
psychological trauma. |
would not want any of my

force to be able to walk
away from a shooting like
Dirty Harry did.
"“Therefore, | plan to im-
plement the same proce-
dures at UNLV which are
used at Ohio State Univer-
sity. If an officer were to
shoot someone, the officer
would be interviewed by a
psychologist. When an in-

cident occurs, the officer
begins to second-guess
himself.

“An officer only has se-
veral seconds in which to
decide whether to use his
firearm. The decision he
ultimately makes is based
upon constant proper
training and continuous
practice with his firearm."

out in November

“Many institutions have
been using it for a number
of years. The system we
used before [closed-card
system] was effective, but
it could no longer adapt to
the changes."

“This system is so
student-oriented they'll
[students] find it to their
advantage,’’ he said,

On November 23, over
15,000 CARS pre-
registration packets will be

mailed to all UNLV
students currently enroll-
ed, returning or Graduate
Students newly admitted.

CARS (Computer Ad-
vance Registration
System) is a computer
method for requesting
courses for the next term,
Spring 1988.

CARS is unique in that
it can complete all
registration through the
mail and avoid “‘running

around" campus for ap-
provals and standing in -
long lines that follow.
The initial packet will
contain the CARS Course
Request Form, an ad-
dress verification form, a
stamped return envelope,
and a schedule of classes.
A student can complete
the Course Request Form
and return it, without pay-
ment being due, to the
See CARS pg. 3



