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Textbook price triples
by Stella kindred

staff writer

The textbook of 10
years ago has tripled in

price, leaving the student
bewildered, broke and
wondering who is taking
the profits.

With nearly 14,000
students spending ap-

proximately $150 each for

books, that's $2,400,000.
Who's getting all the

money?
Is it the bookstore, the

university, the distributor,
the publisher, the paper
company, unionized book
binders, the lumbermil,
the authors or who?

According to Mike
Philp, UNLV bookstore
textbook manager, 12
years ago the university
gave up operating the
bookstore because it

could not "stay out of the
red," or make a profit.

Barnes and Noble leas-

ed the bookstore conces-
sion at UNLV in January
1986 for five years.

"The common (markup)

on textbooks is from 20 to

25 percent," Philp said.
The bookstore employs

around 15 full- - and part-tim- e

employees.
Barnes and Noble, itself

a publisher, has many

divisions.
Its bookstore division in-

cludes more than 100 co-

llege and university
bookstores across the
country.

Barnes and Noble also
has a used book division
which buys back text-

books at less than half the
retail price.

It even offers to pick up
the teacher's used books

and pay cash on the spot
to help develop a friendly
rapport with the faculty.

Bookstore employee
Marrianne Morrison claim-

ed that "book prices in-

crease two times a year."
One great difference over
the last 10 years, she add-

ed, is that a much smaller
selection of books is

available.
According to Morrison,

"Books go out of print in

six months."
Ten years ago the

books in print index would
list books for 15 years.

Nowadays, Morrison
said, if a new edition is not
published, it goes "Out of

Print" and becomes dif-

ficult to acquire after one
year.

So, in addition to higher
prices, the selection is

smaller.
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UNLV plans to purchase condos
for students who are married
by rob hill

staff writer

UNLV officials are work-

ing to acquire an apart-

ment complex near the
campus to use for married
student housing, said
UNLV President Robert
Maxson.

Maxson said there is a
specific apartment com-

plex being considered, but

he elected not to identify
the complex until negotia-

tions can take place.
The project is in its ear-

ly stages, Maxson said,
but his plan is to buy the
apartment complex with a
loan or bonds, then
charge rent to pay off the
debt.

The rent will be paid by

married students using
the facility. In essence, the
financial arrangements
will be similar to those for

the new dormitories. Max-

son said the major dif-

ference is that the oc-

cupants will be married
couples.

Maxson said the
highest priority for the
housing will be graduate
students.

Since the number of

graduate programs at
UNLV is increasing, many
out-of-sta- te students are
being attracted to Las
Vegas.

Dr. Ronald Smith, Dean
of the Graduate College,
said that married student
housing will be an impor-

tant tool in recruiting top
graduate students.

Smith said he is op-

timistic about the benefits
that such housing will pro-

vide. Although, he added,
married housing is pro-

bably a couple of years
away.

Married students taking
advantage of the housing
will have the benefit of

less expensive housing
close to campus, accor-

ding to Smith. i

"These students will be
able to interact with other
graduate students more j

closely because they'll be
living in the same area,"
he said.

Smith said UNLV has
34 graduate programs and
approximately 1,000
graduate students and
2,500 additional special 1

graduate students. I
Smith said he hopes I

that married student hous-

ing will help round out the
university's image.

"With the growing
number of students at
UNLV, we'll need a
residential image to be
seen as a major universi-
ty," he said. i
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