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UNLV bomb shelters holdover from past
by michael white

staff writer

In the 1950s and 1960s

the fear of nuclear war

was as great or maybe

even greater than it is to-

day and some Americans
spent the time and money

to construct bomb or

fallout shelters.
The following four

buildings are fallout
shelters here on campus:

Flora Dungan Humanities,

Judy Bayley Theatre,
Chemistry and the
Physical Education
Building.

There are several re-

quirements that a struc-

ture must meet for it to be
deemed a public fallout

shelter.
A public fallout shelter

must have a protection
factor of 40, that is to say

the level of radiation inside

the building must be 140

the level outside or the

structure must shield
against 97 percent of the
radiation outside.

A building's protection

factor is determined by a
civil engineer who istrain- -

ed in fallout shelter
analysis.

A public shelter must

also be able to hold at

least 50 people with 10

square feet per person

and have adequate
ventilation.

All buildings con-

structed with federal funds
must qualify as public

shelters.
An entire building might

not be used for shelter
because fallout particles
can concentrate in dif-

ferent areas. If used,
shelters would be tested
with radiation meters to

find the places with the
lowest level of radiation.

Shelters protect people
by keeping fallout par-

ticles at a distance and by

providing shielding to ab-

sorb the gamma rays.

How long would people
have to stay inside? Jim
O'Neill of the Emergency
Management Bureau of

Clark County said, "Peo-

ple should be prepared to

spend two weeks in a
shelter."

According to O'Neill, in

the '60s after the Cuban

missile crisis, the govern-

ment was spending lots of

money on civil defense
and the shelters were

stocked with empty water

barrels, crackers, candy

and medical and sanita-

tion kits.

Since then, said O'Neill,

most of the stock is gone
except for water barrels

and sanitation kits. Now

less money is spent and

there are no replacements
so people would have to

bring their own supplies.
Making a very rough

estimate, O'Neill said the
Soviet Union spends 10 to

15 times as much money
on civil defense as the
United States.

Ideally the Emergency
Management Bureau
would have advance war

ning of an attack and I

divide the city into ZIP )

codes and send the peo-

ple from each code to dif-

ferent shelters.
According to O'Neill,

the problem would not lie

in dividing the population,

but in communicating the
information and transpor-

ting the people, since the
majority of shelters are in

hotels on the Strip and

Downtown.
If you think Las Vegas

Boulevard is crowded on
Saturday nights, imagine
if 500,000 people were try-

ing to get to the hotels.
One might look at the

silver lining. If you're sit-

ting in a boring class and

the bombs come you may
not have to go very far to

reach a shelter.
Besides, you probably

wouldn't have homework
for a couple of weeks
either.
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Outdoor Recreation!!
Windsurfing Class - Oct. 8 & 11. $35.
Classroom & Lake Mead Experience.
Sky Diving Oct. 1 1 . $1 1 0 Tandem: $1 52

Static Line

Intermediate I Rock Climbing Class Oct.
10 & 11. $70
Grapevine Canyon Day Hike Oct 11. $16.
Easy Hike, we provide lunch.
Zion Narrows Backpacking Oct. 10-1- 1.

$139. ModerateDifficult Hiking in Beautiful Zion

National Park.
Swiftwater Rescue Technician Class Oct.

9, 10, 11. $175.

Movies!!
Thursday, Oct. 1 An American Tail 7pm & 9pm
Friday, Oct. 2 An American Tail 11am & 1pm

Come & Join Us

Smokingnon-smokin- g

areas established in MSU V

by paige white

staff writer

Separate smoking and
nonsmoking sections
have been established
within the Moyer Student
Union in the interest of
public health.

"The separate areas
were suggested by
nonsmokers," said Burt
Teh, Director of the Stu-

dent Union. "The
nonsmoking areas have
been in effect since the
new semester, and people
observe the policy."

The main smoking area,
located directly across

from the Italian Accent piz-

za restaurant, is the only

place on the first floor of

the student union where
smoking is allowed. There
is an additional area on

the second floor, located
in a corridor, where smok-

ing is allowed.

Teh said a table and
chairs were placed in the
upstairs hallway because
of a student's complaint
that smokers had no quiet

place to study like the
nonsmokers did since
there is a television set in

the downstairs smoking
area.

Like other smokers at h
UNLV, Niki Rodriquez, a 1

student, said she agrees I

that other people have the J

right to a smoke-fre- e at-- I

mosphere, but she is con-

cerned that the smoking

area is too crowded.
"It bothers me that it's

so small," she said. "They

should give smokers just

as much room as
everyone else."

Teh said, "The smoking
areas are tentative right

now and will be redesign-

ed with the expansion of

the student union in the
spring."

My mom and dad went j

to Las Vegas and all
I got was this stupid

newspaper
Read the YelUn' Rebel Tuesday & Friday I


