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How I Spent My Summer Vacation
by steven kapellas

news editor

What can you say about
a place where hundreds of
nuclear bombs have been
exploded?

The Nevada Test Site
has been in existence for
almost 40 years. More
than 600 tests have been
conducted, 112 in the at-

mosphere, the rest
underground.

When we approached
the entrance to the Test
Site I noticed two things.
The first was a small ob-

ject in the middle of the
road. It turned out to be a
security guard.

He was a cold-hearte- d

looking man who came on
the bus to look us all over.

He walked all the way to
the back of the bus, even
opening the restroom to
make sure no-on- e was
inside.

I know now he was just
making sure we had our
identification badges on,

i

but I had the feeling it was
more than that.

So much of an effort is
made to make sure things
are secure at the test site.

I couldn't help noticing
how easy it is to get inside.
The fences surrounding
the site are barely three
feet high. Someone could
hop the fence, climb a
small mountain and
"presto!" you are on the
Nevada Test Site.

The next thing we did
was pick up our tour
guide, Frances Guinn.

One strange thing about
her: She wore these bright
yellow sun glasses.

That may not be funny
to you, but I wondered if

she was wearing some
sort of special radiation
glasses to protect her from
the test site.

Our first stop was the
medical building. There
we met the chief physi-

cian. He told us he wasn't
a "typical DOE employ-
ee," but he sounded just

like a DOE press release
when it came to the
dangers of radiation.

The doctor claimed
there was no link between
nuclear testing and
cancer.

"Let me see the evi-

dence," he said, but not
once did he provide
evidence of his own to
support his claims.

Despite having to listen
to the doctor's propagan-
da, the hospital visit was
interesting. A fully equip-
ped surgical room,
lab and hospital beds con-

vince a visitor the DOE is
serious about the quality
of medical care at the test
site.

My favorite part of the
hospital visit was the
decontamination room.
I'm not sure if it was some
sort of sign, but there was
an autopsy table in a room
that is supposed to
remove radiation from
your body.

Our next stop was a visit

to a dump oh, I mean
a low level nuclear
repository.

We drove right into it. I

would imagine we were no
more than 200 feet away
from radiated material.

Some of the material in-

side the dump was in can-niste- rs

while some was in
wooden crates.

I also thought it was fun-

ny how the tour guide from
the repository said it

wasn't necessary for peo-

ple working there to wear
protective clothing. But
then why did I see two
workers wearing special
clothing?

And to make things
even more strange, the
worker who was touching
the equipment was not
wearing gloves while the
one who was writing on a
clipboard had gloves on.

Our next stop was the
Control Point. Here, senior
test site officials coor-
dinate all aspects of a test
Visiting the Control Cente

gave me the sense of
reality tests are really
conducted out here.

By far my favorite
memory of the control
center was when I had to
go to the restroom. Fran-

cis "escorted" me and
waited outside. I was so
nervous I almost forgot to
wash my hands.

The last time someone
walked me to the
restroom, I was in
kindergarten.

Our next stop was 1,400
feet underground yes
1,400 feet underground.
This was the Spent Fuel
storing area.

From 1980-198- 3, tests
were conducted beneath
the earth's surface to
determine the effects of
storing spent reactor fuel
in granite formations.

It was extremely ex-

citing to be 1,400 feet
below the surface. The on-

ly problem was getting
down there. We had to

r ride in this open, steel

cage of an elevator. It took
about three minutes to get
to the bottom, the whole
time looking only at
wooden boards.

Once underground, I

soon realized this wasn't
your normal mine shaft.
This mine shaft had had a
nuclear bomb exploded
inside it.

A couple of things pi-

qued my interest once in-

side. The first was the
temperature. I had always
thought being under-
ground would be cold, but
it wasn't. The temperature
was around 75 degrees.

The second thina I

noticed was how close I

was to a past nuclear
explosion.

I was only a thousand
feet away from ground
zero. That was scary.

I did find a little humor
down under. The doctor
had talked about how test
site workers are tested tor
radiation and ear damage.
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MSU
PRESENTS

l .,TTopock Gorga Canom TrlpT'oZft?
from Needles CA to Lake Havasu

$35 Canoe trip through wild life preserve
Basic Rockclimbing Class; Oct. 3 4 4

$60 certificates issued

Pine Creek Day Hike; Oct. 4

Adults $16; Children $4; Easy hike lunch provided

--Anacopa Island Backpacking Trip; Oct.

easy hiking on island off California coast

I Lectures!!!
Tuesday, Sept. 22 - Self Assessment Workshop 12:30-- 1 :30pm.

Fireside Lounge. Presented by Burt Teh

Safari: Survival Skills in the College Jungle
Thursday Sept. 24 - Collegiate .

Lo q by Lq Beech

Tuesday Sept. 29 - All Roads Lead to Success If You Use a Compass.

Presented by Dr. James Kitchen
2 30Pm 30pm in the Fireside Lounge.

Please sign up for all lectures in MSU 126. 739-322- 1

Admission Free

Movies!!!
Thursday, Sep.. 24

Company C

Friday, Sep.. 2 JP Company C

All Movies shown in MSU Ballroom

Purchase Movie Tickets in MSU 126

739-322- 1 or at door

Students $1.50
FacultyStaff $2
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America's Water Park'---
v.

The Place to Play During the Day

5aie 3 00 off each admission while you beat the Las

Vegas heat Wet 'n Wild is 26 acres of thrilling water

attractions surrounded by oceans of cool blue water

heartofLas Vegas, Wet n Wild
Located on theStrip in the

is fun for the whole family. Ifyou want excitement, race

down the Paging Rapids or dive down Der 5tuha. If you

are ready for a breaK relax under acres ofshadeareas or

tahe aJourney down the lazy river.

Open 7 days a week, right on the.P at Sahara
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OWet n' Wild byadmission to

Save $3 off each regular

showing UNLV ID. Ujo lm vtou olv
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