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Preface
Emory and Agnes Lockette met while they were both in college; she in Albany, Georgia,
and he in Dawson, Georgia. He studied architectural and structural engineering. They secretly
married in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1949 and moved to Boulder City in 1953 where they were the
only African Americans during a time of tense race relations. She earned graduate degrees,
including a doctorate in early childhood education, at UNLV. Initially, Mrs. Lockette made a
daily journey to the Westside of Las Vegas to teach kindergarten and later in her career worked
in the Henderson school system and at UNLV. Mr. Lockette worked for the Bureau of
Reclamation which developed the land resources west of the Mississippi.
Despite facing prejudice in the small town of Boulder City, the Lockettes managed to
remain active in the community. They attended Grace Community Church and their children
were members of the Boy and Girl Scouts. They also recall spending their weekends out on the
town, visiting the Beachcomber Club at the Sahara Hotel where they knew the band. They have
lived in the D-mount house, which was moved down from Washington more than a half a
century ago. Mr. Lockette has been working on the house and expanding it since 1957, and he
continues to do so today.
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This is Claytee White. And I'm with the Lockettes in their home in Boulder City. It
is March 11th, 2005. Could you please introduce yourselves with your full names?
My name is Emory W. Lockette, Sr.
My name is Agnes Louise Lockette.
And a few minutes ago, we were talking about the water issue here in Nevada. We
were kind of talking about competition. And, Mr. Lockette, you started to tell a story
about a house that you're working on. Could you give me that story on tape, please?
Yeah. I have a house that I'm working on. And at certain intervals, I have to manually
operate my sprinkler system because I don't have the timer hooked up. I went out one afternoon
and did the watering and a couple other things around the house. I was in a hurry to leave to go
to do something else. I thought I cut off all of the spigots that water the place. A day later I
went by, and it had rained that night, and I noticed the wall was wet. So I passed it off as rain
rather than when the idea came to me that you really cut off everything. And I was still in a
hurry to go to Las Vegas, and I didn't stop to take a look.
Two days later, I was going to the mail, and I saw the wall was wet. I knew that the
sprinkler, one, had to be on. I went back and it was on. I cut it off. When I got my water bill it
was about $120. And of course, one of the other things was that not picking up garbage, I don't
have to pay for that. And when I went to pay the bill, the city had to deduct $117 for not picking
up the garbage. So the $ 120 that I had to pay, you can see the difference what I came out with.
But now, tell me about the water issue that you're facing.
Well, like ~ maybe I shouldn't say like Las Vegas. But Clark County, as you know and
almost everyone knows, we haven't gotten the rain over a number of years that we normally get
and water is getting critical. And with all of the golf courses and everyone using water, it's
creating [a problem] in Boulder City now that we have to be a little more serious about it than we
have in the past. And I think within the past two years, this is about the first time that Boulder
City has sent out information relative to days we should water and things of this sort. I think that
Las Vegas has been having a system of scheduling watering for maybe four or five years in the
past. I don't know how long they have had this, but they have had this. And now we are
gradually getting into that kind of a system, also, to save water.
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I appreciate that. Could both of you, taking turns, tell me about your early years,
where you grew up, where you went to elementary school, those kinds of things, and finally
when you met? Could you start, Mrs. Lockette?
He knows he's not. He's smiling.
Yes, you may start, Mrs. Lockette.
Should we start meeting —
Well, you start where you went to school.
Tell me about your young life.
I grew up on the campus of Albany State College, and that was my play place and place
to meet other kids whose parents were working there and things like that.
Now, where is that college located?
It's in Albany, Georgia, right across the Flint River. I know you knew —
Well, I knew it because on the Tom Joyner Morning Show, that was one of his
schools of the month a couple months ago.
Yeah. Dr. J. W. Holley was the founder and president — it was called Georgia Normal &
Agricultural College, blank, blank, blank, blank. And then they whacked some of it off and it
became Albany State. Now it's Albany State University.
So you lived there until how long?
Until I met Emory, wasn 't it? Yeah.
So did you go to college there, as well?
Oh, yes. I went to preschool, kindergarten, elementary school, and high school. And
then when I started working on my doctorate at the University of Arizona, I also worked there at
Albany State. And that was just great.
But you went to graduate school at the University of Arizona?
Uh-huh.
Now, what made you decide to leave Georgia and go all the way to Arizona?
Oh, because I had met lots of other people at that time and we shared information. And
Arizona had a very good reputation for early childhood education and the people there. So I
was lucky.
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Now, can you tell me -- I don't know if you want to or not — can you tell me which
year you were born?
1927.
Oh, wonderful. Now, how did your parents feel about you leaving home? This was
probably — what — early 40s that you left home?
Yes.
How did your parents feel about you leaving home and going so far away?
Oh, I wasn't so far away. They could check up on me if they wanted to. A lot of people at
Albany State had worked in that area, too, and they were familiar. And they felt comfortable
because they knew each other.
Were both your parents professionals?
No, no.
What did they do for a living?
My mother was really a seamstress. That's what she really liked. My Aunt Fleta was
determined that my mother was going to do something else rather than what the rest of the
family was doing. But that's what she liked to do. She was a good seamstress. People would
seek her out for doing things. And she enjoyed it. She finished high school. She always took a
class or two at Albany State because my Aunt Fleta was determined that she was going to have
an education rather than what she was doing.
Wonderful. Now, you wanted to say something a few minutes ago. We can establish
some guidelines that whenever you want to say something, you can just sort of float into the
conversation if you like.
I thought my wife didn't cover the question that you asked, early life coming up and how
we got out here. My wife, as she stated, went to kindergarten, elementary school, and high
school right on the campus. And then she finished there.
I in '47, I think it was — yeah, '47 — I came home. I was in college at Hampton. I lived in
Dawson, Georgia. She lived in Albany, which was 29 miles.
Flint River.
While I was home -- well, let me get back. After she finished college, she finished a year
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earlier and she came to Dawson to teach. So when I came home during Christmas, I saw she and
another young lady were walking to the post office. And I was getting a shoeshine. And I asked
the guy that was shining my shoes, "What farm are these girls from?" And he told me that they
are not from the country, they are schoolteachers and they live down to [with] Ms. Georgia. I
looked at her. She had long black hair at that time. Georgia was my cousin. After I had finished
getting my shoes shined and everything and a haircut, I went home. I asked my mother. My
mother was a schoolteacher. And I told her, "I was told that there were two teachers boarding
down at cousin Georgia's house." And she said, "Yeah, there are two young teachers. They're
just out of Albany State." So that confirmed what I had already been told.
So the next day, I drove down, which was on a Saturday, I drove down to seek her and
Georgia. So when I came in, she said —
And you're just laughing.

in to see me until you get ready to go. And the two teachers that are living here, they're not here
on the weekend. They've gone to Albany." So I said, "Well, cousin Georgia, there isn't anything
wrong with me coming to see you at a time." But she knew exactly why I did.
This was '47. I had been working at Hampton, waiting tables. I had saved my money. I
had bought a '47 Roadmaster Buick. This was when —
You must have been making quite a bit of money.
He was working.
Well, I established what I call a waiters' union. Saturday, for a movie, it was 25 cents.
There were a lot of guys that didn't even have 25 cents or 50 cents to go and to take his girl. So I
went to the various hotels and got an arrangement that when they needed extra waiters on
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays for various activities that they had — and about seven of the
hotels agreed and had a verbal contract — that they would let me know on a Friday how many
individuals they wanted for Saturday, Sunday and also on a Friday.
Did you have a telephone?
Yes, I had a telephone. At that time I had a basement apartment over at Dr. MacAlister's
home in the town of Hampton. I didn't live on the campus. And there were two other
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roommates that lived there. So the arrangement I had with the hospitals [probably "hotels"] is
that they would give me one dollar for every individual that had to come to that place to work for
that afternoon. And the individual had to give me a dollar for furnishing the transportation.
So you furnished the transportation, as well?
I furnished some. But I had such a large number of hotels like Newport News and
Langley Field and the U.S. Chamberlain Hotel -- it was about 30-miles from Newport News to
the furthermost hotel. So I had to make an arrangement with the taxi company there that they
would make a taxi available Friday, Saturday and Sunday at a very discounted rate for me.
Can't believe it, can you?
That taxi would fill in and deliver individuals to various hotels that I couldn't make
because my main place that I worked was at Langley. And then there was a time that I had to be
at Langley and couldn't even make arrangements to pick up guys from Hampton to take them to
this place. But it turned out that sometimes that one taxi couldn't do it. Then they had to get
maybe another taxi.
But I was making more money than my professor in the engineering school. When you
ask about would you do things over again, there's so many things that I said that, yes, I know I
would. And I think anyone that answers that question and says, no, there's nothing I would
different, I think that's one of the biggest lies that any individual could tell.
You should want to do better.
So when it comes to that phase of your life, what part would you do differently?
Well, one of the things that I would do differently is that the money that I was making
and there was a 10-acre hog farm that was available for $5,000 — well, I was willing to pay
$5,000, and the guy wanted 5,500. I had an arrangement with the hotels that I could have picked
up the garbage, which would have been enough to feed the hogs. I could have got enough
guys -You can't even believe it, can you, really?
— in the whole house taking engineering to repair that and put individuals in there to live
and had them picking up the garbage and so forth. But I would not go over the $5,000. And that
was a mistake because I think staying in Virginia and the way the economy and everything was
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run, I'm the type I would have wanted to expand, expand. And with the problem of a black
expanding too much at that time, there might have been some individuals that would have come
that did something, you know. You never know how it would have turned out. But I often
wondered what would have happened. In looking back, I'm very happy that I came here because
our coming here was after I graduated.
Before you get to coming to Las Vegas, you finished engineering school at
Hampton?
Yeah, I finished engineering at Hampton.
And then you told me that you also have another degree?
Yeah. Well, Hampton was not accredited to give you a degree in architecture. If you
have a degree in architecture, you cannot design the material that has to go into a building. You
have to have an individual that has had structural engineering and a license in structural
engineering. So engineering instructors advised us that if you want to be so that you can take an
exam and get a license in structural engineering, which will permit you with your architecture
degree to design a building. And with your structural, you can get a permit because after you
have your license, then — but being just an architect with a license, you can't get a permit to build
a building because it has to be a structural engineer.
So for that reason, we had classes, but they did not give you the degree in structural at the
time because when the time that I graduated, Hampton was just attempting to try to get
certification, in addition to what they call architectural engineering, to give a degree in structural.
And I think it was about two years after I graduated. But they did put on the degree, the
structural, where I had had all the hours.
And, in fact, when I came working here for the bureau, the civil engineer that had
finished college in California, the hours that they had in civil engineering, I had had more hours
in civil engineering and structural than they had had. So this is one of the reasons that the bureau
qualified me as a civil engineer rather than an architect. And, of course, being in the regional
office, in no regional office was there architectural engineering. To be an architectural engineer,
they had all that in Denver. And that was where all of the plans and everything for any building
that was west of the Mississippi, which was the area of Bureau of Reclamation, had to be.
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I want to know how you traveled in the late 40s. When you would go back and forth
from Georgia to Arizona and you would go back and forth from Hampton and go home,
how did you travel?
Well, no, no. She was living in Georgia. Well, first, in Dawson I went to grade school,
eighth grade. After that, my mother felt that I should go to North Carolina to a better high school
because I was planning on going to Hampton rather than Tuskegee. I went and finished high
school in North Carolina.
Where in North Carolina?
In Southport, North Carolina. That's about 21 miles

--

She's smiling. You must know it.
— south of Wilmington.
I'm from Ahoskie, North Carolina.
Oh, really.
I got a scholarship from Hampton. My purpose for going to Hampton, Hampton had
training for flying and I had been accepted for that. But during the summers, I would go home
for two weeks, go to Dawson for two weeks, while I was in high school. Then I would go to
Detroit and work at the hotels as a waiter there. When I graduated from North Carolina, from
Southport High School, I went home for two weeks. Then I went to Detroit. When Hampton
had to move the Air Force from Hampton to Tuskegee due to the reason that we were at war
There's a lot of history there.
— and they had to move with flying inland because of Hampton being right on the
waterfront. Now, when they sent the letter to Southport telling me that I had to report to
Tuskegee a month earlier, my cousin did not forward the letter to me in Michigan. And I did not
know anything about it until I got to Hampton the first week in September. And they told me,
"You should have 30 days ago been in Tuskegee." I said, "Well, what can I do?" And they said,
"Well, it's too late."
Now, that's the same program that trained the Tuskegee Airmen?
Sure. That's where it started.
That's where the Tuskegee Airmen...
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So that's why you chose Hampton, okay. Who lived in Detroit that you would go
and —
I had two aunts that lived in Detroit.
A cousin.
The first summer I went, I stayed with one of my aunts. And then the second time, we
had two friends that were from Georgia. We got — well, it wasn't an apartment at that time. It
was a room that a person rented.
You have an idea, huh?
And we three stayed there. We worked at the various hotels.
Great. Now, my question earlier, I wanted to know how you went back and forth
from your home to school in Arizona. And how did that happen?
No, not Arizona.
You had already met?
Yeah. Not until I worked on my doctorate was when I was at University of Arizona.
Right. Did you get married before?
Well, okay. All right. I mentioned that in '47 when I came, then I met her then. A guy
named Gray kept after me, "You better marry her."
Madison Gray.
I told Gray, "I think I may marry her." And he said, "Well, you know, how"

--

Had you met her yet?
Yeah, I had met her. This is '47, after I had just met her. And during the Christmas
holidays, I was there about a week. Gray was just teasing me more than anything else. So I
went home at Thanksgiving. I told her, "Well, you know, my whole idea was when I got out of
school, I would get married. Now I'm almost 25 years old, and I don't intend to be no bachelor
or anything. But I don't want to marry you and you be staying at my mother and dad's place,"
which they had a room and everything, "and be separated from Walene, your other kids. But I
would be willing to get married and keep it a secret."
And I never knew, you know.
"And you could still stay at Walene's, cousin Georgia's, just like you are and nobody
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would know it."
And you went along with that?
I said, "This is okay with you?"
Kind of like. I'll tell you in a minute.
She said, "Well, okay." Well, I think that during that '47,1 went to -- well, there was
another girl I had — was going to the dance. And the reason I was there -- I hadn't met her when
I first met up. But she was in school.
He always puts that in.
She was divorced.
Not me.
So she said to me, "Well, you are here. I thought you had a girl in North Carolina." I
says, "No. We have separated. I don't have anyone." So she said, "You're like me." So I said,
"Well, since you don't have anyone, you know the various parties that they are having for all the
college students, why don't we just go, if you want to." She said okay. So there was a party they
had, and this was after then I had met her. And she and Walene had said they would be down
there. And she wasn't there.
That was my friend.
So Walene is your friend?
Um-h'm. We went to Albany State, and we had gone through the program and
everything. We were both teachers then.
So I had told a friend of mine, John Green, and my brother to go to cousin Georgia's and
for my brother to take Agnes out and John to take the other girl, to bring them to the party.
It never would have worked.
And John said, no, he wanted to take Agnes and have my brother take Walene. So I told
him, "No, that won't work." So when we went to the party, I thought that maybe someone else
would bring them and they weren't there. So there was a place that we could go and get
moonshine whiskey with a fruit jar.
I don't know anything about that.
If you were from Georgia, you'd probably know.
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A friend of mine who drove a taxi, Sam, he says — they all called me Lock. He said,
"Lock, let's go down and get a fruit jar." I said, "Well, if you drive." Well, he knew that I had
the money to pay for it. So, I don't know, it was about a dollar and a half for it. So we got one
of those. Then I got to feeling pretty good. And I went to Sam and told him, "Here's a dollar and
a half, go down and get another one." So when he went and got it and came back, well, we went
outside and I drank. Then Agnes and Walene weren't even at the party or anything.
We were gone.
So I told Gray, a friend of mine, I said, "Come on and go with me. I'm going to cousin
Georgia's house and see whether these girls are going out somewhere and why they didn't come."
Well, see, kids were coming home for the holidays. And you know a lot of people. You
don't stay in one place.
So at that time, I wasn't feeling much pain. So I hit on the door. And she came to the
door. And I said, "I thought you were going to go to the party." So she says, "No." I said,
"Well, look, that's okay. I thought of you. Well, let me tell you something. I'm going to marry
you."
I don't know how he remembers that.
Her eyes got big. I said, "Not tonight."
I thought he was a dummy.
I closed the screen door and went on back to the party.
I thought he was a drunk dummy.
Well, that was the only thing that came to my mind.
Ijust thought he was yuck, you know.
So then Thanksgiving, I came home and that's when I told her. I had given her a lot of
thought. I said, well, yeah, she's the one that I want to marry. My idea that I didn't want to get —
(End side 1, tape 1.)
So when Ceola said that she wanted to go with us —
That was his cousin.
— my mother said, "Well, I don't see any reason. Is there any reason why you're going to
Atlanta? You got room in the car. Why can't she go?" I said, "Well, no. No problem. No
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problem. So "C" went.
So now, how do you spell Ceola?
C-e-o-l-a.
Thank you. And that is your cousin?
Yeah. That was my cousin. So when we were going and everything, Ceola was asking
me where I was going to stay. So I asked her where she was going to stay. And she was staying
at one of the other cousins. So I said, "Well, I'm going to stay at Uncle Joe's place." And
nobody stayed at Uncle Joe's place because Uncle Joe doesn't want to be bothered with too many
people.
Well, his wife had passed.
But I had stayed and, when I went to Atlanta, I would stay with Uncle Joe because a lot
of cousins or somebody didn't want to be bothered. But I had my freedom with him. He didn't
bother me. I didn't bother him. So Ceola thought that we were. Then we got married.
So where did you get married?
In Atlanta.
Went to a justice of the peace? How did you do it?
Yeah, we went down to the justice of the peace. And we had planned on staying three
nights. And at that time, where I had money in the bank in Hampton, I didn't even take a
checkbook or anything. I just had about, I think, a little over $300. Well, those three nights I
was running low on money. Well, another thing why I was running low, she couldn't get her
clothes out when we were getting ready to go to Atlanta. In other words, it was her graduation.
We had to go down to her graduation.
At Albany State.
At Albany State. See, after her graduation, we were going to take off, go to Dawson,
pick Ceola up and then go.
I see. I see.
So instead of putting her bag

--

That was a lot of work, wasn't it?
— I guess she should have given it to me earlier or something. But she couldn't get it out
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of the house because there were people sitting on the porch and at her house. There were more
professors used to come to her house to sit and talk to her mother and everything.
So your mother didn't know that you were going to Atlanta?
Not to go to —
No. She knew she was going to Atlanta.
But she didn 't know we were going to get married.
But she thought she was just going to take Walene.
Oh, so it was supposed to be just —
And she thought we were coming right back.
Ah, I see. I understand now. And that would have been a very short trip.
My mother just loved Emory.
Yeah. I was just going to go up there and then come back the same day.
She thought he was just the greatest thing ever. No problem.
That's what she was thinking, see.
My mother just liked Emory because he had these ideas about what — it wasn't somebody
just floating, you know.
Right. So would she have objected if she had known?
No.
But you couldn't tell her because you were really eloping?
Yeah, because somebody else would have told somebody else and everything.
We didn't want anybody to — there's no such thing as a secret if you tell somebody. Now,
"I'm going to tell you this, but don't you tell anyone."
That's right. It doesn't work.
Then that person is going to say —
And we lived on Albany State College campus, and already people knew something was
going on. There were friends that I grew up — well, the Hamiltons had one child. I was one
child. And Ed, the dad, was the dentist and had one child. All these years, hey, those kids were
just like my sisters and brothers, see.
Well, then my coming down to her place, to Albany, there was only two people that
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really gave an approval of me. That was her mother and another professor that lived next door.
And, of course, her stepfather was so quiet. He never talked or said anything.
He just watched and didn't do anything.
And I would ask one question, and he would say yeah or no. And that's all I got out of
him. But at that time, I had put him on the side that he was against me, too. So really I didn't
give a damn about how a person felt about me. I knew what I wanted to do and what I was
trying to do. And I treat people how they treat me.
Well, he was just a quiet person.
So Dr. Hamilton was always looking on her like it was his daughter. Now, he knew that
we were going to Atlanta and that I wanted to hurry up and leave. And after she got the diploma,
he had to go take pictures here and then he was coming and looking at me, taking over an hour,
you know, way over in some other place watching him.
You can imagine, he was...
And he went out of his way in trying to delay with pictures and all. But that didn't bother
me or anything.
So she couldn't take her clothes?
So she couldn't take her clothes. So we had to go down and buy her a wedding dress —
Wardrobe. A dress.
— and some other things to stay the three days, you see. So that cut me short on the
money. Then I asked her did she have any money.
I had been teaching. Sure, I had money.
And she had money. I said, "Well, then we can go ahead and stay a day extra." And she
tickled me. At that time she said, "You know, you never paid me back."
I reminded him all these years. And he's never...
I said, "Look, before I married you, I had to buy you clothes before I married you."
Now, how did you explain to your mom that you didn't come home? You were gone
all those days.
No. What we did after we got to Atlanta, I called her mother. And then I said —
Oh, they liked him because he would think of everything, you know, to put it in its right
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place.
I told her, I said, "Mrs. Wesley, I'm going to ask you your permission to marry your
daughter. We didn't tell you the whole story and everything. But before I marry your daughter, I
want to..." And she say, "You what?" I said, "We are in Atlanta, as you know, and I'm planning
on marry your daughter. But before I do, I would like to get your permission." And she said,
"Well, I think that you should ask Mr. Robert."
That was my stepfather.
That was your stepfather?
He was kind of quiet person, but nice, a real nice man.
Well, then now, that's when I thought, boy, the person that I know likes me is going to
turn this decision making over to someone that don't like me.
He was just quiet.
So then I told him, Mr. Robert — I told him the same thing. So he said, "Well, if that's
what you feel. Does she want to?" I say, "Yes, she wants to and I want to. And we want to
know if it's okay by you." So he said, "Well, yeah, it's okay." So I said, "Well, thank you."
He was just quiet, but a good person.
Yeah, he was very nice.
And a good man.
So you went ahead and got married at that point?
So we went ahead and got married. Then we went back, nobody knew other than my
mother.
Other than —
My mother.
That we had married.
I talked with my mother that I was going to do this before. I talked to my mother about
this So she was the only one in Dawson who knew?
In Dawson. And I didn't tell my dad anything because — my mother, I knew, she would
keep a secret. You know, Georgia Lee —
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It would have gotten everywhere.
My mother told Georgia Lee and had Georgia Lee to say that she wouldn't tell. But
mother knew Georgia Lee. They were close enough that Georgia Lee would not say anything.
So the word got out — it wasn't the word got out. Someone felt that we were married or
something. So Ceola was saying, "They couldn't have gotten married. I was up there and
everything."
With us.
And, "No." Then after people kept telling Ceola, "They must have pulled something over
on you," well, Ceola went back to my mother and said, "Well, they're married? You can tell
me." Mother would have said no. So Ceola got the idea or some of the other people got the idea
that they would let the rumor get back to my mother that Agnes was pregnant, see? So when the
rumor got around, Georgia Lee came up and said "Fanny, they got a rumor around that Agnes is
pregnant. Now, you know that could have happened." So Ceola went and says, "Fanny, did you
know Agnes is pregnant?" Boy, mother got mad. Mother said, "Well, if she's pregnant, she's
married." So Ceola said, "That's all I want to know."
And got it out of her.
And, oh, mother stopped speaking with Ceola. Ceola couldn't come to our house for a
long, long time. So then mother called me and said, "I am sorry, but what Ceola did to me, I had
to admit." I said, "Mother, don't worry about it. It's okay."
That's great. I love that story. That's wonderful.
Now, I want to know a little more about how people lived at this time. You had
your own car?
Yeah.
Did most people travel by car?
And bus.
Your friends —
Well, people had all because they were professors. And you know out in the area, in the
country area, they had to go out and have classes for teachers, you know, keeping them up to
grade. So they did a lot of that kind of work. And a lot of them knew each other from different
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areas.
So most people did travel by car?
Yes.
Most of the students who were going back and forth to Hampton, did they use a bus,
or did they use cars? We're talking about 1947, late 40s.
I went to Hampton on a bus after I finished high school in '43. But then I went in the
service and came back in '46, and it was a bus. Then '47,1 bought a car. Of course, when Agnes
was teaching, after she graduated from Albany State and was teaching in Dawson on the
weekend, there was a doctor that used to come from Albany once a week for patients in Dawson.
And I guess he arranged it on the weekend —
Jake Shirley. Have you ever heard that name? He was a medical doctor.
— that if she and Walene wanted to go back to her house, there was transportation.
And who was the person you were talking — I couldn't understand because you were
talking at the same time.
Well, I said Shirley, Dr. Shirley.
So he's the one that you would ride back and forth with?
Uh-huh, yeah.
I see. Now, you just mentioned the military. So you were in World War II?
Yeah. I didn't get drafted. There were so many guys drafted until all the girls, if anybody
was in school, say you got to be a 4F, see. So they would think what's wrong with you, you 4F.
You've heard that. I'm sure you've heard this.
So my aunt in Detroit — that's where I had registered in Detroit — she knew people on the
draft board. She stated that I was in college and it was to not only my advantage, it was to the
country's advantage, that I would get an education and could contribute more by staying in
college than I could going to a war. And at that time it was separated. So in '43, that summer,
me and another friend of mine, we went down to the draft board and said we wanted to
volunteer.
Now, this is in Dawson?
No. This was in Detroit.
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Okay. While you were in Detroit for the summer.
For the summer. So they said okay. The Navy needed eight individuals, where the Army
only needed three. Well, the Navy guy looked that I had two years of college, I was small, he
said, and they wanted me to go in the Navy and I would be on a submarine. So I said that I
would not go to the Navy. They wanted to know why. I said, "Because if I went to the Navy, I
would never be able to go home with those bellbottom pants as short as I am. And number two,
I'm not going to serve my country by serving white officers. If I can go and fight and serve like
a soldier, okay." So this guy was a commander. He said —
Was that a white person that you were talking to?
Yeah, he was a commander. That was the Navy. That was a big, high rank. He said,
"Well, you know, you will go to jail." I said, "I will go to hell or jail or anywhere. I am not
going to go in the Navy." So the guy who was in charge said, "Okay, you come on and go in the
room." So they put me in a room. I was over in a room there by myself. I said to them before,
"I'm supposed to go to the Army. And since I've had two years ROTC, I'm supposed to go in as
a corporal." They said, "You're not going anywhere. You'll probably end up going to Fort
Leavenworth." Well, this is a prison. I said, "Well, I ain't serving no white folks. If I'm going to
fight a war, I'm going to fight that."
So anyway, finally, a guy came in and said, "They have filled the quota, the eight guys,
for the Navy. You can go to the Army." So I said, "Well, okay, I'm supposed to go to Fort
Bragg Coast Artillery. And one captain said, "No. He was a 'blank blank' sole. We're going to
send him to Camp Plushae and make a stevedore out of him." These are the guys who load the
boats and all that kind of stuff. So when we got down there, they found out —
Where is that located?
This is located in New Orleans. It was Camp Plushae.
I've never heard of that.
I'll bet you hear it again.
A class of 60 of us. I think there were only two individuals that weren't from colleges.
To be a checker, they took the upper ten.
What is a checker?
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Rather than handling the loading of the ship, you have a clipboard and you check this
from the dock to the ship.
Now you're familiar.
And all of that. So you had to make a certain grade. I think I made 97, but there were
about 50 guys that made a hundred on the thing. But anyway, I ended up for a checker and was
sent to Boston. I went on sick call one day, and I met a major. And he found out I was in
Georgia. He asked me how did I like this. I told him that I didn't like this. And I gave him the
story of the whole thing, about how I volunteered and how they wanted to send me to the Navy
and all of that. So he said, "Would you like to get out of this?" So I said, "I don't know how to
get out of here. This isn't bad or anything." He said, "Well, my question was do you want to get
out?" I said, "Well, yeah." He said, "Well, I could put it on your record so that you won't have
to go overseas, but you would have to go to another camp and spend 30 days." He said, "Now,
spending the 30 days, if a unit came there and they were short of an individual that had your
MOS, you'd have to go with them overseas, wherever it was." So I took that chance. Mile
Stanwich was the camp. He said, "You'll be there. You won't have any duties. You just have to
wait there 30 days."
Tell me what MOS stands for.
That's your job description. I forgot what MOS stands for. I had an MOS for a cargo
checker. And if you had another job, you run a machine, you had an MOS for that. But anyway,
I spent 30 days there. Then the war in Europe was over. They were transferring guys to Japan
and things. So then there, we knew we were pretty safe then. But still a few, they were pulling
out, but they were like infantry or something like that. But guys that were cargo checkers and
things like that, we knew that we weren't. So at just about the end of the 30 days, about two or
three days earlier, they shipped us out and sent us back to Chicago, where we came in, for
discharge. That's where I got discharged.
The attitude that you had about not working for white people, was that something
that you grew up with from Dawson, or is that what you learned at Hampton? How did
you get that kind of philosophy instilled?
Growing up, we had a big farm. My grandfather even had whites working for him on the
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farm. There was one guy that had a farm next to ours. He had polio and he had a lot of kids.
And my granddad would have his sharecroppers to do his farming and everything. Well,
these were white kids and other white kids from other farms, we went fishing together. We went
here. We went there and there. And still when we went into the little town — now my mother
had a house and my dad had bought another house next to it because his feeling was that when
he married mother -- she had bought this house for her mother — he was not going to stay in no
house that his wife had bought.
So was the big farm in your mother's family?
No. The farm was in my dad's family. See, my great, great granddad ran a blacksmith
shop. He used to shoe horses for both sides, the blues and the grays. They would give him gold
coins and everything. My Aunt Jess told me that he didn't know the value of this. Well, then
after the war, they gave blacks a lot of land. My great, great grandfather came up with probably
2,000 acres. It was on this farm that I grew up on. My granddad had like two buggies. They
had a horse that he would use to go to church and things on Sunday. Nobody could use that but
my dad.
Now, is that the land that General Sherman gave out during the Civil War?
Yeah, that that was that land. So my granddad had my dad, which he couldn't do
anything wrong or anything. Uncle Charlie was the oldest. My dad was the second. Thornon
was third. But he said that you don't marry no town girls, that they do nothing but on a Saturday
sit on the front porch with all this red stuff around and all. However, he would not let anyone
use that Sunday buggy and horse but my dad. And my dad would go into town. That's how he
met my mother. And my mother never liked my granddad because of his saying that these town
girls -Town girls are no good.
So now, the house that your mother purchased was in town, or was it on the farm?
No. It was in town.
That was my question.
My mother purchased that house when she was 16 years old. She started teaching. She
had to take a test to compete with another girl. And the three or four guys that was the board, I
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guess you would call it, had a spelling bee. They called out the word —
Compressibility.
Compressibility.
Say it one more time.
Compressibility. It was one word.
My mother spelled it, and the other girl couldn't spell it. So they gave my mother the
teaching job. And I'm just now buying that house from my brother. I've already bought the
next-door house from my sister that my dad left for her. I didn't care much about buying my
sister's house. But I wanted to buy the house of mother's for sentimental reasons. So I just
bought the two of them. Sometime this summer, I'm going to go down and do something and
rent them out. I own land in six states.
I'm interested in the property, the 2,000-acre farm. Now, did other blacks get land
in that same area at the same time that they held on to?
Apparently, from the way that it looked to me in my growing up, they did not put all the
blacks together. There was about two miles from my grandfather's farm for another. There was
about ~ I don't know —fivemiles where Pullam. You know Ulisy Pullam? Okay. Mr. Pullam's
grandfather that was the age of my great grandfather got their land. That's why they have so
much land now.
How did they qualify for that land in the beginning? Did your grandfather ever tell
you how they qualified? And who got land and who didn't?
Apparently, like my great, great granddad had this blacksmith shop. I guess because he
had service or something. Mr. Pullam had something that he did for the white folks, slavery.
That they needed.
So do you think there were free blacks during slavery?
No, there were no free blacks, no. They were just good, head-right blacks.
So you think it was the blacks on the plantation, then, that had the skills?
Um-h'm, yeah.
Yeah. If you were in [with] Mr. Charlie, so to speak, they saw that, well, give this guy
that. And that was the way it was. Well, every white was not really down on the slaves. A lot

21

of them had it, you know, as well as doing like they want or anything. In other words, well,
some slaves had it. Well, now you know yourself. How could you see so many light Negroes,
you know, or this?
Well, we know that the white owners had relationships with black women. We
know all of that. But it's unusual to hear how that land was distributed.
Well, I never have read anything up on

--

No.
Well, I did. In history Mr. Caverness did tell us. But the way, as I can remember correct,
that he explained, everyone that had slaves had a slave higher up that more or less communicated
to the others what they had to do. Now, this was the type of individual that got some [land].
And there were those that worked right in the house. They saw that those people got a piece of
land. I guess as far as where you have some authority over the majority of the slaves, you got a
piece of land. And the bigger thing that you had, the bigger piece of land you got. Like my
great, great grandfather got almost like 2,000 acres. And here Mr. Pullam, he must have had
more than my great, great grandfather had.
I was just thinking when I went to Dawson. You know, people were talking about land
and who got it. That's been pretty recent.
Recently?
Yeah. Not way back.
And you were able to keep those big farms together and not break them up over the
years? Your family kept the 2,000 acres together?
My granddad did not let the other boys take the farm in their name or something of that
sort. Like for an example, my dad was supposed to have been the one to go to World War I. He
sent Uncle Thornon and let my dad go to New Jersey to work for the Magnus Brass Company to
get out of going to the war.
Why was your father the favorite?
(End side 2, tape 1.)
No. And there's more if you just can get to the right people to do it.
You were saying a few minutes ago that you went to Dawson not long ago and that
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they were talking about land at that point. What was that conversation all about?
Well, they were just talking about the time. It's just in general about the land.
So if you remember where you left off...
I was talking about how my grandfather did for my dad. He set up a cleaning, you know,
clothes cleaning and everything. Really, that business that my dad stayed there with another guy
and ran it, it was the only cleaning in that whole town. But you had nothing but cleaning for,
well, the whites and blacks, too. But Guydan Mathis took that over. My dad got out of it. I
don't know. I just think that my dad was just spoiled. Well, I always respected him and all. I
had five acres of land on a big farm, the part that he had, which this was about maybe 200 acres.
Uncle Charlie had about 300. And Uncle Boyd had — I don't know — maybe 50 or something
like that. It dwindled down. On my five acres, the state agriculture man would work through me
trying to get through my dad and a lot of other farmers. Like he would suggest to me all of the
manure in the cow pasture and things, how to put that out. And when we thresh peanuts in other
places, to go get that and put it on my farm. For an example, to show you how much different in
my farming and my dad's, for peanuts, for every one acre that dad would make maybe three tons,
I would make nine.
With the new techniques?
Yeah, and the rotating. I had asked him to let me lay out the whole thing. I was so
happy. Johnny Quince — one day difference in our birthday ~ he said, "Uncle Will isn't going to
let you do that." And we had sharecroppers on that. And even the guys have said, "Will was
lying to you, Lock." Well, I won't say what they said, though. I said "No, no, no."
My grandfather had given me a little old sow pig. And I said, "There'll be no selling of
any of the pigs because I'm going to have pigs and everything." When I came back from North
Carolina, what I had on paper and the way we were going to lay it out was thrown out by dad. I
told him, "I thought you said you were going to..." He said, "Well..." I said, "Oh, forget [it].
You know what you can do? You can take it and shove it you know where."
So that was your father you were talking to?
That was my father. And I struck out like I don't know what.
You know why he didn't stay there.
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Now, this was after Hampton?
No, no. I hadn't gone to Hampton. I was still in high school then.
So you're still in high school. I really appreciate that. That's really great
information that I can use. So I really appreciate that.
But I had wanted to be a farmer more than anything else.
Is it because you had sharecroppers to do the work?
No, no. Guinea and I was going to —
What was that name that you used?
Guinea.
His name was Johnny Quince, but we called him Guinea. That was his nickname.
You know how black people usually got those names?
Not in my family.
And really Uncle Charlie and all them called me Tot, but everybody else called me Lock.
I don't know why the Tot came in. But anyway, we were going to —
And I was an only child. So I have no nickname.
Me either.
We were going to buy a mill where people would take the corn and grind it. I said to
Guinea, "You see like all the sand". This is the place where they call it Sandhill. I said,
"Guinea, you know what we can do? We can cut all these pine trees down, and we can take
those trees and make cabins out of it. And you know people from Atlanta, they'll come down
during the summer. They can fish and all." We were working at the county to make the road
come out here. Well, one of the things that we knew — there was white people that you could
work with, and there were white people that you could not work with. That if we did all of that,
we would be in a position to go to the county and say, "Pave this road out." We knew, like we
said, we know that this white man, that he's okay. But what the white men do, the one that's up,
they get lower whites to join the Ku Klux Klan and to do the dirty work to keep us down. And
the ones who are against that, they will not speak out simply because if they do, the other side
will have the Klan to come to beat them up, too.
To kill them.
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So I said, "We have got to be smarter than the white man." I said, "Just like grandpa did.
He have all of his sharecroppers and everyone to pay that one dollar road tax." He had said that
when you go to Parrott or you go to Dawson, you don't step off the sidewalk for no white. And
if you have any problem, you let him know.
What is road tax?
There was a tax that the county had to raise money for the county. So every guy that was
21 or a certain age had to pay a dollar. They would give you a slip that said that you have paid
road tax. That meant that you could —
Walk the streets.

When you said road tax, it made we think of voting. With as much property as
blacks owned in the area where you grew up, did you have voting rights?
No. I don't even remember — let's see. No. Some of them really — yeah, some did vote.
But it was the one that they — like for an example, I told you that when I'd go to Atlanta, I'd stay
with Uncle Joe. Well, Uncle Joe would bring the governor — who was running for governor
Taraman and tack it up on trees and on roads and things.
You've heard that name.
Now, he could go in Atlanta at the capital, sit at this place, go to that place. Not in the
cafeteria or anything. But he could go places and no one else. When he would come down like
Terra County and in other counties he would tell me putting up that, there were some of the
whites were so against Taraman, they would take a shotgun and shoot at him, see. But he knew
how to get along. Like he said the white man controlled this and the white man is not going to
give up one inch of what he has. No. He knows that segregation is bad. But he's going to say
give the blacks all the religion and all of that stuff. Okay. They'll be happy. But you've got to
learn to work smarter than the white man. But don't think that you're going to come out toe to
toe and beat him or take from him some of that stuff.
Now tell me about coming to Las Vegas, at what point you got together and decided
to move to Las Vegas and why.
After we were married and after —
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When did it become general knowledge? When was the secret out?
And everybody knew it.
'89. It was'89.
Wait, wait. You got married when?
I meant '49.
I'm getting ready to hold him and say, "Honey, no."
That was '49.
So you kept it a secret about a little over a year?
Yeah, just about a year, yeah.
Everybody seemed to know.
After I graduated, she came to Hampton. Well, we were married then, see, in '49. I told
her that when I leave Hampton I wasn't coming back to Georgia. I was going to be going to
Detroit. That's what we did.
Well, we should let her know that both of us had relatives in Detroit.
Well, we rented an apartment.
Uncle Jay and Aunt Alice.
People from my area in North Carolina migrated to New York. So did people from
your area migrate to Detroit?
Surely.
Most of the people when you look a back at —
Most of us, yeah, yeah.
Other families, as well?
Yeah. Where the jobs, you know, the things where they can make money.

Because Detroit was the place where —
During that first winter, I shoveled snow, me and another guy. That's the way we made
money. Her uncle had said that he would talk to someone at Ford to get me a job. I told him, no,
I didn't want him to do that. I'll get it on my own.
Wow. Okay.
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So finally, after shoveling snow and then the spring come, I finally went and told him,
"Okay, I'll take that up."
Now, did you go to Ford and try to get one on your own?
Yeah, I went to Ford every time. But it didn't dawn on me until later that when you go —
I never could interview very good and everything. You had to be kind of positive, and then they
would look at you. Of course, it was a guy bigger and all. So they turned me down. But when I
had that note that I went out and gave it to them, then I went on. Of all things, they put me in the
crankshaft. You're supposed to be a certain weight and a certain height before you can get in
there. But with my height and me in the union, they couldn't have me lifting anything. So I'd
stay around there doing all of nothing.
They knew about your degree?
Yeah. And I kept asking the union man — he'd come by — "Well, what can I do for you?"
I'd say, "Well, get me a better job." So then they put me on drilling a hole in a tie rod that goes
on. So when he'd come over there and say, "What can I do?" I'd say, "Get me a better job. I got
a degree, and here I am doing this damn machine." So one morning, a foreman in there said,
"They want you to go to the front office before you go home." I would go to work at 11 o'clock
and get off at 7,1 guess it was.
11:00 a.m.? 11:00 p.m.?
Eleven at night.
11:00 p.m. Okay.
And they told me, "We're going to put you on a salary, take you off of the labor, and you
have to take classes, the designing of the front end of the car and the design of the back." And
they gave you a test. Well, the first two years, I passed all of that and so did another friend of
mine that was from Hampton. Then we only had to go into the drafting. So I said, "Well, when
do we start?" He said, "Well, you start Monday." I said, "Well, how much am I going to make
then?" And he showed me what I was making there. It was a big cut in the salary because, see, I
was on union, but then I'm going non-union and starting at the lower scale of salary. So I told
him, "Well, look, my wife is pregnant. I've got to have $300 to pay for the hospital bill."
To pay the bill coming up pretty soon.
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I said, "Let me stay where I am for two weeks." So he said, "Well, if you want to, okay."
So I said okay. So within that first week, when I came home, there were letters from the
government. I had put in an application for every government job there was. So there was, you
know, four letters; the job with Chic-a-Tank for an engineer, one at Red Rock out from Chicago,
one from Denver. So I got them like cards. I said, "Hey, kid, where you want to go?"
And these were job offers?
Job offers. These are federal jobs. So she said, "Well, you're the one that's going to be
working. You make the decision."
I didn 't know anything about it.

well, not to stay or anything -- but like I say, I've been in every state when I was in the service
stationed in Boston. I went to just see. I was trying to look to see [if] there is anyplace that you
don't have this prejudice stuff. And after going to every state, I found out that, well, hell, there
just isn't one. So anyway, I said, "We'll go west of the Mississippi." So this is the way that we
got here. Now, I think that someone in Denver —
But you took the job in Denver?
Yeah. Well, it was from the Denver office.
From the bureau.
But Denver hired everybody who was going west of the Mississippi in the Reclamation.
So anyway, when I got here, I drove out. When I went in the building and went up to the
receptionist -Now, that's here in Boulder City?

who I was and everything. She wanted the letter. She got on the phone and called and told me.
Then I noted she was on the phone. As I went down the hall, people were coming out from the
hall Looking. You can imagine.
— looking.
Saying, "Look."
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Which year was this?
I don't know.
It was in the 50s.
'57,1 believe.
So you stayed in Detroit —
'56.
Okay. But it was the 50s.
No, no, no, no.
So you were in Detroit — what — about five years, six years?
This was '49. Because, see, I got called ~ yeah, I came out here. As soon as I came out,
I was still in the Reserves. And the Reserve Michigan National Guard got called back during the
Korean War. However, when I talked to people about going since I was in the National Guard,
they said, "Well, you have been out here and established an address. Legally, you do not have to
go." Well, I felt if I didn't go, guys would say you were chickening out and all. Now, the exec,
when I asked him, "Well, now, I had told you before I came out here that we might would get
called, and if I did, wait until you find out where we have to go because they could only send us
to Fort Belvoir in Virginia or Tacoma, Washington. And I'm not going to be paying my way
back." So he says, "Well, we'll pay your way back." Well, the reason they wanted me back, I
was the only one in that battalion that had been to Belvoir and finished the engineering school
and the advanced engineering. And they had moved me up to assistant operation officer for the
battalion.
Now, this was done when you were in the military before, that you went to Fort
Belvoir before?
Yeah, this was '49 I went to Belvoir. In other words, after I finished Hampton, I joined
the Reserves after I went. Then I went back to Belvoir for 90 days. Then I went back for 90
days to do all of this.
Okay. And this was before going to Detroit?
No. I went from Detroit. I went to Detroit first.
And you moved to Detroit at that time?
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No. Ijust stayed home.
Where is home? You stayed home in the South?
Yeah.
You didn't move to Detroit right then?
No.
Yes, you did.
No, I didn't.
Okay. Let me tell you. We left Hampton and went to Detroit, drove the car.
Yeah.
I joined the Reserves while I was there. Her uncle got me a job at Ford. While I was
working at Ford, I still was in the Reserves. When all these letters came in, then I left Detroit
and drove out. Later she came. As soon as I got here, the Michigan Guard got called. I then
went back to Michigan.
Well, actually I should say while I was in Michigan, I told you we rented an apartment
and that winter I shoveled snow. During that fall or sometime, I asked about going out to a
friend's house out in Mount Clemens. And we went there that Sunday. The guy said, "This
Japanese guy has a house and five acres for sale. Why don't you buy it, and you'll be out here
and live? You want to go over and take a look at it?" I said, "Yeah." So I asked her about it. I
said, "Hey, you want to come and go?" She looked at me and said no. Well, I knew why she
said no because the 80-dollar rent was due on the apartment and I didn't even have that. So her
feeling was that how are you going to go look at buying a house and you don't have any rent?
And we don't have any money.
But anyway, we went. I called home and told mother about the house and everything. I
think it was $300. She sent me the $300. We paid down on it. I didn't get a chance to stay there
because while I was still in this apartment, that's when these letters came. Okay. Then the letters
came and we came out here.
All right. Now, we were out here. They wanted me to come back. Major Womack
wanted me, because of my training, to go on active duty with them. I also felt that I had a duty,
and I didn't want to say that I had cut out or anything. But anyway, we went back. Then the
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Army said we had to go to Fort Lewis. And I was telling Womack, "See, I could have went from
Nevada to Fort Lewis."
Now, where is Fort Lewis?
Fort Lewis, Washington.
So then there, I had this '47 Buick. I said, "Well, Agnes, going overseas, I don't want to
leave you with this '47 Buick. Go into Tacoma, and we'll buy a new car. I'm not going to buy no
Roadmaster, though." But we bought -- I think it was a Special they called it at that time or
something like that.
It's smaller than the Roadmaster?
Yeah, it's smaller. So then our son, Emory, was born at Fort Lewis. And we had this
daughter, Sharon, who was born in Detroit.
So Sharon is the oldest?
Sharon is the oldest, yes. So then I took them all the way back to Detroit. See, at that
time, the house that I had already put in for, they called. The realtor really liked me and
everything. He says, "HUD has raised the rent, and you need" -- I don't know — $75 or more. I
said, "There's no way I can get no $75. Man, and here I'm all rigged up to go to Germany. Hell,
it looks like somebody ought to help me out." When he cooled off, he said, "I'll fix it. I'll put a
second mortgage." So he fixed it up. So then they had the house, you know, to stay in. So then
her mother and dad, who at that time still was living in Georgia — so after I had to go there, I
asked her, "Well, why don't you say to your mother and see whether they want to come and live
there?" So she did. So her mother and father, they came up and they stayed there. Well, it just
made it nice for her and the grandkids.
And they liked gardening.
She was telling you how her mother was a seamstress. I wish you could have seen the
little coats, plaid coats, that she made for Emory and Sharon and had the picture of them. Boy, I
mean, they looked so good.
He just wanted to show them off all the time.
I'm not saying it just because they're my kids. But it was very nice. Then when I came
back from Germany, that was the first time I had stayed in that house.
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When you came from?
From Germany. You see, during the Korean War, I did not go to Korea. Now, due to my
being a training officer, I asked the colonel and Major Womack, "For guys earning MOS, let's
have a policy that they have to complete Fort Bel voir for their MOS. Then we can give them
their grade." And he said okay. And I stood by it. When they were calling all engineers to go to
Korea, when we got to Fort Lewis, they looked at our training record. We had a training record
of 93. We had units from South Carolina, North Carolina that didn't even have training for 60.
We spent 18 months training these engineer units from North Carolina, South Carolina, and
everything.
And while we were there, an opening in Seventh Army came available for a crackerjack
engineer combat battalion. Our commander knew the governor, and somehow the governor let
our commander know about this opening and asked whether he wanted it. And he decided yeah.
So we figured — at least he figured it would be better to take that and go to Germany rather than
go to Korea or even go to France. So that's how we went to Germany. It was a heck of a lot
better. I went to South Carolina. My brother had got called.
Isn't that something?
He was in the infantry. I had arranged things that I could have gotten him in our
battalion. So I told him, "We're going to Germany, where the outfit you are in, you're going up
front." So he said, "No, I appreciate that, but I don't think we want to be in the same unit." I
said, "Okay, buddy, that's okay." So when he was writing home about living in a foxhole and
everything, I was writing him, "These doggone starched sheets that we're sleeping on, they're just
the devil and all that kind of stuff." I said, "Then you can't even make up your bed. You got a
frauline that do this and all of that." He wrote mother. And then mother wrote me a letter and
told me to stop pulling him.
But my brother was luckier than the devil. He had one of these gung-ho captains that
volunteered to go on this. They walked into an ambush. My brother tickled me. He said, "You
should never say you're so tired you can't move. You remember we walked and the captain
would say, 'Let's take a break.'" He had just sat down, not taken his backpack off, and they heard
a bang and he looked over. The guy next to him, he saw blood coming. He said the next thing
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he knew, he must have been about two blocks from where he was sitting because he doesn't even
remember getting up. And after — I think he said it was pretty close to a hundred guys — the
group that he was in was nine individuals and one lieutenant.
But I can hardly believe this. He said that when they were going back, he was reading a
compass, and this lieutenant still had his helmet on, metal. And every soldier knows you can't
read a compass with a metal thing on your head. It throws you off. So he said, "We should go
this way." My brother said, "No. You're wrong. We'll go this way." He said four of the guys
said they would go with him. And this lieutenant told them, "When we get back to head
quarters, I'm going to have you court-martialed. I'm giving you orders." He asked each guy
which way he was going.
(End side 1, tape 2.)
And he said that they made it back to the headquarters, but he never saw that lieutenant or
any of the other guys. So the way they took, apparently it was the wrong way.
That's just so sad to even think of it, isn't it?
Well, you know, I had my brother to come out here because he was having these night
things. Finally, got him down at the dam working at night, which he preferred that. Well, it
wasn't no work.
It was someplace to —
As a janitor and all and everything. So after a year or so, he finally — well, he got better.
But like he said, "Boy, you never forget all of that." And I used to tell him, I said, "Hell, you
could have been to Germany, you know."
That's right. So you're here now in Boulder City. Now, I want to know when you
started to work. How long were you here before you decided to work?
Well, after we had been here about six months, my boss —
Do you know about what year this is now?
In the 50s. Fifty something.
This was '53.
'53, yeah.
That early, okay.
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That's about right.
It could have been '52 or '53.
I think it was '53.
I had asked her about teaching and everything. I don't know. She said that I don't need to
do this. I do this. But she didn't. I do everything. While I was in Germany 18 months, she sat
in Mount Clemens with a degree, and she could have got to teaching there. But she says, "I had
to look after the kids."
I lived way out in the woods.
Her mother and dad were there to look after the kids. But anyway, to answer your
question, I asked her about it and she says, "Well, I don't know." So I didn't say anything else.
So I went to Mr. Douglas. At that time Boulder City had its own trustee board. It wasn't
consolidated like it is. It was very nice and all school. Mr. Douglas was on the board. So I
asked him ~ explained to him about my wife's condition.
Condition?
And I wanted her to get a job. There had been two guys that said, "Well, Emory, if your
wife wants to work, she can get a lot of laundry. Now, my wife would like to have" —
Can you imagine?
-- "her wash my clothes."
Well, how many blacks were in Boulder City at that time?
Nobody but us.
We were the only ones.
Well, sure.
And speaking of that, by the time after she had gotten here, I said, "Well, you have been
around our race all the time and haven't been accustomed to whites." I said, "I've been with more
whites than blacks almost. I know how to get along with them and all, no problem. But we'll
move to Vegas." So she said, "Well, that's okay." One day, a day or two later, one of the guys
said, "Emory, do you know they're getting a petition to move you out of Vegas?"
Move you out of Boulder City?
Out of Boulder City. So I said, "What? You know, I was thinking about next week
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going over and looking at a place because my wife, I think, would rather be over like with the,
quote, the old people, you know. But I ain't going no damn where now. I'm staying here."
So about a week or two later, this same guy, he told me, he said, "Well, I would like to
give you a copy of the petition. Mainly what I'm thinking about is the reason that you'd be able
to look on it and you'll know how to look over your shoulder, who you're dealing with." I said,
"Well, I understand." He said, "But the problem — thinking about it — if I give you one and they
find out I gave it to you, I will have more of a problem than you." I said, "Well, I can tell you if
you give me that, no eyes will look upon that except mine." So he said, "Okay. I trust you."
Did he give it to you?
He gave it to me.
Do you still have it?
Yeah.
May I see it?
No. She has never seen it.
No.
I made a promise to him that I would not let no eyes look on it. Now, guys have got it
down to probably two guys that could have given it to me. Now, when this last guy died about a
year ago, one of these guys said, "Hey, Emory, you can let me see that petition now." I said,
"What do you mean, now?" He said, "Both of the guys — Luthan is dead. Bob Buss is dead.
Now, which one gave it to you?" I said, "Because they are dead, that had nothing to do with my
promise." The promise was that no eyes would look on it except mine.
So we can never have that in the library at the university?
No.
I said, "So you will not see it." No. I promised him that. I'm like this. When I work
with contractors, they say if Emory is not going to tell you anything that he can't do, who can't
do, because he is the only guy that can call Washington, another department, and say that did you
know the Attorney General had him for lunch in Washington? And do you know the Secretary
of Labor wanted him to come back to be liaison from the Department of Labor to the Justice
Department because he was such a friend with Justice Griffith who was the Attorney General.
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And there are pictures where he had dinner for me. She didn't want to take off from school to
come back. So I didn't want to go by myself. So I asked my sister if she wanted to come from
Detroit and bring her daughter. And she thought this was great. So they came down and had
dinner at the Justice Department.
And the funny part, I got a good kick out of this. I asked the Attorney General secretary
if he would call over to the Department of Labor and let them know I'd be a little late for the
appointment. So the Attorney General said, "Okay. I'll get my chauffer to take you to the
Department of Labor. What hotel does your sister and her daughter live, and then they'll take
them to the hotel?" So when we drive up to the Department of Labor, I look up on the third
floor. And here's Raymond and I don't know how many guys looking down, you know, to see
whether I'm really in the Attorney General's car. And his chauffer come around to open the door,
and...but, I mean, that was a lot of fun to me.
But I said to the Department of Labor, I said the thing is I'm not a politician. I'm an
engineer. Politicians make these political decisions. And engineers make them on the basis of
what is right or, you know, that. I was saying I couldn't last 30 days here because how each guy
is trying to cut the throat of the next guy to get the job. I said, "I couldn't go with something like
that. I'd probably be in the penitentiary because if some guy did something to me, I'd probably
take my Army .45 and blow him to kingdom come, see."
He would curse him for sure.
I said, "And I just don't." I had all kinds of jobs to go in the Department of Labor, San
Francisco, Los Angeles. I said no. Then another one to go to Alaska. That was when I said,
"You know this Georgia boy can't go to Alaska. It's too cold." A week later, I got another call
from the Department of Labor. They had one in Atlanta. So finally, I told them, "Well, really
the truth is my wife has told me sometime ago that I can take any job whenever I want to go.
She'll give me visits and rights to come. She's not going to leave Boulder City."
And then this is different. When she first got here, she asked me, "How long are you
going to be here?" I said, "Two years. It takes three years to become permanent. If I left in one
year, whenever you go, the people would say or think they pushed you out, got you out to get rid
of you. But if you stay two years, they won't have that." So she said, "Well, okay, I'll be here
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one year." So I said, "Well, kid, let's cross that bridge when we get to it, huh?"
So what didn't you like about it at first?
We were always talking about it was too hot.
It was too hot.
No trees. I feel like I'm in a closet.
And when you get a little humidity, you really...And it was all new to me. You see, just
Michigan, Georgia. Not with the people because my contacts had all been with all nationalities.
And living in Boulder City, you know, and all that, it just didn't bother me.
Tell me about race relations, though, other than that petition —
Well, wait now. I came home. It had been just six months. I said, "Hey, kid, you can
start packing." She said, "What are you talking about?" I said, "I want to have you back to
Detroit. You're going to Detroit." She said, "What do you mean? Didn't we have an agreement
that we would discuss things?" I said, "What was there to discuss? You said you would be here
one year. I'm getting you back in six months. Remember? The guy in the Corps of Engineers in
downtown Detroit said that if I stayed here six months, I could qualify for a year experience.
I've called him and we can go." She said, "That wasn't what we said." I didn't say anything. But
do you know what? She never said I like it or anything.
Well, I wanted to stay, didn't I?
So tell me about race relations, other than the incident with the petition.
I would say that if you would take the relationship of Boulder City people that you could
apply that to the relationship of the whole country. Now, there's no way I feel that we could
have stayed here if a hundred percent of the people wanted us to move. There was a group that
had the slogan, "Clean, Green, Boulder City." Then this other petition, they wanted it to say,
"Clean, Green, White Boulder City." Now, certainly everyone wasn't for that petition.
That's true.
I can count on one hand the number of families that were civil to us, invited us to have
breakfast, dinner, they treated us like okay.
Some people.
And like one guy said, "You are not a laborer, you're a professional. And we're going to
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treat you as a professional." Now, even the bank — and one of the things that I held against that
guy was that any guy working for the bureau could come on his signature — and I'm talking
about a laborer — and get a hundred dollars. He told me I could get $50. I said, "Why 50 when
everyone else working can get a hundred? I'm a professional, and even a laborer can get a
hundred." He says, "That's the policy." I said okay. I only signed for that one time. When I
came here, the week before she got here — of course, I wasn't going to the bank to borrow
anything or anything — but heck for that week, I probably wasn't eating anything but going down
there eating soup. The ranger's wife, I guess she found out what I was doing.
Where were you going to eat the soup?
There was a cafe next to where the movie [theatre] is now. She said, "We'll let you have
some money." I said, "Well, no, no. I can make it." I had to take $20. So she gave me that $20.
I went to Vegas that weekend. I didn't spend no money.
He's cheap.
At one time you mentioned your wife working, and the people offered that she could
wash clothes for them. What was your response?
Well, I played the game with them. I said, "Well, you know, my wife got her a degree
and can teach. But as far as washing clothes, about the only clothes she's going to wash will be
mine. I'm sorry, but you probably would have to get someone else to wash your clothes."" At
that time I went and talked to Mr. Douglas and told him that —
And tell me who Mr. Douglas is.
Mr. Douglas was head of the engineering department, the department I was in. I said,
"Who do I see or how can I go about getting my wife to get a job in the system in Vegas there
because I understand they're not going to want to put her teaching here in Boulder City?" He
said, "Well, Emory, you're right about that. Well, look, I'll tell you what I'll do. I'll write a letter
to Brentley. He's the superintendent over there. You take it to him."
So the next day or so, his secretary came in and gave me this and said, "Here is your
letter." So when I came home for lunchtime, I told her, "Tomorrow we'll go in and see
Brentley." So I went in and gave Brentley — I didn't give him the letter. I gave it to his
secretary. And she took it and took it back there. Then the secretary said, "Mr. Brentley wants
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to see you." So apparently, when she went back, Mr. Brentley wanted to know when can you
start teaching?
He's Mormon. You see, it was predominantly Mormon.
He didn't go through and question this or that.
No.
He read that letter from Mr. Douglas. And I think that next — I don't know — the next
week or something, she started going to the Westside to teach.
How many black teachers were in the system when you started?
Oh, gosh.
Were there a lot of them?
Not a lot of them because there were just — the population at that time. Mabel Hoggard,
you know, was the first.
She was the first contracted?
Um-h'm. Mabel Hoggard.
Were there about five?
Well, maybe.
Okay. Fitzgerald.
And my friend -- oh, I can't think of her name now — that you liked her husband so much.
I'll think of it. Fitzgerald and Mabel Hoggard.
Mrs. Hoggard's brother-in-law.
Brother-in-law, yeah. There just weren 't because people weren't coming this way.
I can't even remember how many, but it was probably five or less.
Yeah.
Because they all was at Westside. No other place.
Yeah, they all were at Westside. And Debbie Moore.
Debbie Moore and Henry Moore. Henry Moore worked out here at that time.
Worked out where?
With the Bureau of Mines.
His wife taught school?

39

Yeah.
Um-h 7n, yeah.
So there was about five, I guess.
Yeah. They were very well known. One thing, everybody wanted us to teach because it
had gotten around —
And what grade were you teaching when you first started?
When I first started I taught kindergarten, early childhood education. That was my area.
Okay, good. And you drove to the Westside every day to teach from here?
Um-h'm, yeah.
Where was your first house in Boulder City? Where did you first live when you
first arrived?
Right over there, D-mounts. These were these houses or one bedroom.
Were they original houses built —
No, no, no. They were houses that were built in the state of the Washington, and the
government moved them down here. They called them D-mounts because you could pick them
up and move them there.
Yeah. Take the sides o f f , put them on the truck, take them where you needed them.
Good.
Yes.
So we lived in that first. And the way it was the number you had in your family, you got
a point. Like maybe the man and wife may have been two points. Maybe your first kid was two,
the next was one and on.
That's the way it worked.
Then we got so we had points to move on Cherry Lynn.
So your points allowed you to move whenever there was an empty house?
If an empty house became vacant, you were first. Well, you know I had points. If you
look at some of the brick houses, up where it was — Grizzleys.
The Grizzleys lived.
I had points to get that. But the time I had points was I had one — my dad was here.
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Um-h'm, when your dad came.
How long did he stay?
He came to help us, you know, with the kids.
I don't know. Maybe three months.
And he'd take them for a walk and do all that stuff.
And my brother.
Robert.
So I had — I don't know — 11 or 12 points. And the average guy had about eight or nine,
see. So that was another thing we said. If you had to do things over, would you do them again?
Had I taken that brick house rather than taken the wood house down on Arizona —
Um-h'm, I know.
— when the government sold it, I would have bought that house, although I was building
this. But I said I'm not going to buy this wood house. But I should have moved into that house,
but I didn't want to because I was about maybe three or six months from moving into this. In
other words, when we moved into here, we had this kitchen complete. We had the bedrooms for
the kids. We slept in the floor upstairs on a mattress on the floor. And all down there was my
workshop where I had all the boards.
Boards and the sawdust. And the kids thought they were —
And I'll take you and show you furniture that I built them. I built them mostly all the
furniture. I didn't buy no furniture.
So now, I'm sitting in the kitchen/kitchenette area right now.
And that's the dining room.
So how many rooms are there on this level?
There's two rooms down there. We fixed one -- let me show you — if you cut that off.
Well, this house here, this part that I have finished is about 4,000 square feet. But now
before you leave, I'll show you my addition where I'm putting the office and everything. That's
going to be another four. So it will be about 8,000 square feet when it's all complete.
Now, how long have you been working on it total?
Since '57.
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Okay. Are you going to ever finish?
That's what a lot of people ask, Will you ever finish? Yeah, I think I'll finish. But I'll
start on something else. No, I'm going to start working on my cars. You saw those old cars
down there. I have about six cars I'll be working on.
You can move from one of the other, see, when you get tired of the same things.
Our new car should be in. I'm getting a new Acura. I put in for it in January. I expect
probably any day that they'll call and say —
Now, what did you like about the Acura over other cars?
Well, this one that I'm getting now, it's called a TL. It has gadgets that no other car has.
Acura started right after Christmas building their top model for 2005. This one TL, they put all
of this new stuff in that one. This is not the top-liner. But now, if you wanted to get really a nice
car that lasts a long time, you could buy this top-liner now, if there's any more available, for a
discount of $7,000 they're cutting off.
Why is that?
Because it doesn't have the new techniques that they put in the TL. I assume that they
were experimenting with the TL. This thing has everything. No other car —
Give me some examples.
I'll go and get a picture of it. This is it.
This is great. It's like an airplane on the ground, almost.
Let's go back to the work that you do for the bureau. When you say the Bureau of
Reclamation, what exactly is that?
Well, the Bureau of Reclamation was created to develop the land resources west of the
Mississippi. In addition, it was set up to do some of the things that the Corps of Engineers does
east of the Mississippi relative to water and that. The bureau now has almost worked themselves
out of a job in getting water from the Colorado River into Arizona and there are no additional
sites that you can build big dams. They are more of an environmental organization.
But I think where the bureau made a big mistake is that individuals of the Bureau of
Reclamation back in Washington, instead of putting engineers, they put non-engineers. And the
bureau's work was engineering work. For an example, like Broadbent. Broadbent was a
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pharmacy. You say a pill-pusher. They made him head of Reclamation. For an example, one
engineer in '73 ~ under the treaty we have to give 9 million cubic feet of water to Mexico. Well,
in the 70s, the water wasn't as critical then as it is now. And the way the setup is, to deliver the
water to Mexico, it's kept in Davis Dam.
You've heard of that dam for sure.
In other words, the release of water that's made from Davis Dam —
Now, where is that located?
In Arizona [Bullhead City, AZ],
What is the town right down the river here? Parker?
No.
But it's right across the line?
Yeah.
Yeah, it's the first dam down there.
We'll get it.
Laughlin. That's where Laughlin [NV] is. It takes three days for water — say that you
want to have 800 cubic feet of water on Wednesday at Yuma [AZ}, you have to let that out
Monday. That'll get there on a Wednesday. Well, during the 70s, when the farmers would call
in — and they still call in -- and say how much water they want for the California side, the
Arizona farmers say for their side. We take that, and normally that may not come up with the
requirement that's needed to make Mexico's requirement because there's a formula that you work
out. If these farmers want this amount of water, there're going to let that go through the land, but
there's still going to be some drained back to the river. And where you have already let —
(End side 2, tape 2.)
Say that the farmers, what they drained back and what you have let out to make the
9,000, maybe you could be 11 or something. It's over the requirement. So one of the young
engineers and myself, we came up with the idea that down at Yuma, if we would dredge out
below Imperial Dam and put another dam and pump extra water up in a basin, we wouldn't have
to be giving all of this water to Mexico. Because in the 70s, when Mexico was complaining
about the salt in the water and all that and was having problems on their cotton -- and really they
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were making more cotton then than they were ever making — but this is one of the things, one
government complaining against another. So this is why we came up with the idea and finally
sold that to the Washington office to build Squall Lake down at Imperial Dam, so we could
pump that excess water up there. So they did. And that kind of saved some water.
Then the next thing that we looked at, we said now we're taking the energy in the
northwest, and in the summer we're transferring it down here in the southwest because of our
heat we need [it] for refrigeration. Then in the winter, we don't have it too cold here. So we
don't need as much power in the winter as we need in the summer. So we can ship it during the
winter back northwest. We said, now, if we can do that with electricity and if the Romans back
in their day could build aqueducts, why doesn't the bureau build canals, aqueducts, or whatever
you want to call them from the Mississippi River through from the southeast to the southwest,
bring in that water, eliminating the floods and all of that? And with the water coming through
certain parts of Texas, New Mexico and Arizona and Nevada, look at what additional crops can
be raised.
We never could get anyone to approach that to Congress. Now, naturally, the easterners
wouldn't be too hot about that because it's just like when you were talking about Southern
Nevada relative to the education against Reno about the college. In other words, the person
looks [and] if I don't see direct assistance or gain, why should I go for it? But now just think,
with all the money that we've paid in flooding and everything and all the water wherein what
money they had spent for that, that could have been — or if you look back and look what we
spent for atomic bombs and all and we can't use them. Well, nobody talks about how many
trillions of dollars that we have spent on that. But no one looks about why couldn't we bring all
that water and utilize that for the whole.
How much would that cost?
To build that, the whole thing would probably be up to a trillion million. It would be less
than what we spent on the atomic bomb, and we would be using that. Now, what good is the
atomic bomb going to do us? Who is going to be crazy enough to go and drop another atomic
bomb? And what countries have dropped atomic bombs?
We did. I would hope nobody is going to use it.
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So you're not going to find any country that's going to be crazy enough to go and do that.
And I question whether we did the right thing when we did it with the Japanese. Certainly, you
talk about lies. Look at every day a soldier getting killed Iraq. What did we accomplish there?
You don't have to try to convince me.
But I'd like to get back to your career here teaching school. So after you started in
the elementary school system -- how long did you stay in the Clark County School District?
How many years?
She stayed there about 17 or 18, I think.
Eighteen.
Pretty close to that. Well, her thing was that she worked at Westside —
Elementary School.
— I don't know how many years there you were. Let's say that maybe you worked there
12 or 13.
Yeah.
Then at Henderson, there came a position there at Henderson. She went there.
Was that classroom, also?
Yeah, that was classroom. That was kindergarten. And they were very happy to get her.
Now, at that particular time, they were needing a kindergarten teacher at Boulder City. And
some people were asking, "Would your wife be interested in that?" I said, "Well, I don't know
whether she will or not. But one thing, I would say, no, she's not going to take a job there simply
because when she first came people were afraid that she was going to come out thinking
Mr. Douglas being on the board here was going to put her in Boulder City, and people didn't
want that. No, I wouldn't let her come to teach in Boulder City simply because what their
feelings were." But now, the people at Henderson were so happy. Then there were parents
saying, "I want my kid to go to you." They got so good that everybody called her Sister
Lockette.
They still do, the little ones.
Wow.
That's like the white man calling my grandfather Uncle Peter. They ain't going to call
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him Mr. Peter.
Uncle Peter. So it says that, you know, she was okay.
It's amazing how people learn and develop. Like sometimes I go to the Boulevard Mall,
somebody way up over there say, "Dr. Lockette. Dr. Lockette."
So at what point did you go back and get your doctorate degree?
I really didn't stop, did I?
No. What she did, she didn't have her master's. And while she was teaching at
Henderson, Dr. Hendricks, who was at the university, helped her get —
UNLV?
Yeah.
At UNLV helped her -He was my adviser. Great person.
— get into the master's program. So she got into the master's program. And I think this
took two or three years for that.
Yes.
Then after that, she decided that she wanted to pursue her doctorate. So she put in a
request. What was the guy down at Tucson? The guy that was your adviser?
I don't know. I'll work on him. So many people have come, you've got to —
Anyway, it appeared to me that it was some kind of game that they were playing. I still
think that they still play that game. And I don't think that they were playing it with her simply
because she was black. To be frank, I think one of the guys felt he'd like to take her to bed or
something and was holding off. So after two years —
Well, he wasn 't going to do it.
— she's doing it, waiting and waiting. I said, "Look, the thing that they have to do is talk
to someone. You know how you got into teaching. I had to go to get a letter. I know the people
in Carson City. I need to talk to them." She said, "No, no, no, no." I didn't say anything else to
her. So I told Lamar Fever -- I was on the Title III for the state. I said, "I'm going to call the
governor and talk with him because I am tired of my wife getting the runaround down at Tucson.
I think I know why. And I don't want to" —
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What was the runaround? They just weren't giving you your degree? What was
happening?
They wouldn't accept her. Hadn't accepted it.
For the beginning.
Oh, they weren't accepting her into the program?
Wouldn't accept her into the program. And this was after two years of waiting. It doesn't
take two years to make a decision that they're going to accept you.
Because there are a lot of different religions. And one makes, you know, more fuss than
the other one and that kind of thing until somebody gets to see you and see your work. Then
everybody wants you. You know how that works.
Right.
So we made an appointment with the governor and the state superintendent. And I told
them exactly what I felt was the problem and that I would appreciate if they could intervene to
find out what the problem was because I did not want to go down there to try to have some
discussion because —
Well, I had a portfolio with everything in it, you know, that said that I was capable of
doing. And that was the reason I didn't go looking for them. They came looking for me.
Right. Okay.
Well, anyway, the governor said to the superintendent that he would call his counterpart
in Arizona and have them to call the university and find out what was the problem was and to see
how long it was going to take them to get that approved.
And I was teaching at U of A.
You were teaching where?
At University of Arizona. I went down there as a student and ended up teaching.
Even though they didn't accept her, she went to work down there?
Yeah, I worked.
Down where now you're talking about?
In Arizona when I went down to U of A. You know, Dr. Blecker and all those people who
were there.
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Honey, you weren't teaching down there.
Well, I taught She was teaching at UNLV.
Yeah.
And she had a master's and was teaching at UNLV.
Yeah.
So after you got your master's, you did not work any longer in the Henderson school
system?
Well, what happened —
I worked in the Henderson system.
Kenny Guinn was superintendent. And he says, "Emory, we have let your wife stay in
kindergarten. She has her master's. I have offered her and wanted her to come and be a
supervisor administrator and all, and she has refused to do it. Now she's going down and taking
her master's. And when she comes back to get her master's, there is no way that we can continue
to have her in the kindergarten there. We have to bring her here, and you have to talk with her."
I said, "Well, now, you know how my wife is. She doesn't want anyone to tell her what to do."
The reason why she stayed at Westside, Ms. French knew that she was a good teacher. She
didn't have to look over her.
And I loved working there.
She didn't have to do it. The only reason she went to Henderson, she knew that
individual, and he wasn't going to be looking over her telling her. She cannot stand for anyone
telling her anything.
You know I don't say anything.
So what will have to happen, she's going to have to leave the public [school] system and
she'll go to UNLV. He said, "Well, you know, she's a good person, a good teacher and all, but
you just can't have someone with that kind of training down in kindergarten because it's way
over-trained." I said, "I understand. No problem." That was the reason why she went to UNLV.
I think after I had this talk with this governor, less than two weeks, I got the call that, okay, she
has been accepted and all. I can't think of that SOB that was holding this up. And I can't see
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how one guy in a whole school like that —
But it happens.
Yes.
— could hold something two years. I should have said something earlier. But she was
saying, "No, I can take care of it." She never -Well, you don't want to go whining someplace. And all your work, they have copies of all
your work and everything that you've done, but don't want to — well, you know, they can push it
aside for a while, as long as they want. That happens, too. Some of them are really afraid that
maybe somebody will come in and I won't have my position. Things like that. That does happen.
That's true. People are insecure.
I haven't had any trouble since then, though, with nobody no where.
Did you know that we were bombed?
Tell me about that.
Three high school students made one of these Molotov cocktails. My two sons were
sleeping up on the roof, and they came by. They threw it. But the little fence there, it didn't go
over and fall on the concrete. If it had, the chances are they could have caught on fire or jumped
up — I didn't even have the fence — and ran off and fell on the concrete and killed themselves.
So when that happened, I went back. I got one of my Army guns. They went on B Hill to drink
beer. So Officer Smith came down. I had said, "I'm going to go and kill." I was going to kill all
three of them.
What year was this? How long ago? Your sons were how old?
They were little. They were maybe kindergarten at that time.
So you've been here probably — what — seven, eight years at that time?
No. This was '58.
We were living in a D-mount at that time.
This was '58, I think it was. When I got my gun and went out the door here, Sharon was
crying. And, of course, Agnes was upset with them and all.
Well, sure, your kids.
And I got almost just to the gate, Sharon said, "Daddy, you go and kill them? Who's

49

going to be here to look after us?" That hit me just like that.
At least they put things together in the right —
I knew if I go and shoot these three guys, I might as well shoot myself because they're
going to kill me. But then it dawned on me, me killing them, yeah, I will have solved that, but I
leave my family completely open. So Smith was smart enough to see my reaction. So then he
put his hand on my gun. And he said, "Now, look, why don't you just turn around and let me go
and take care of this. I'll go and take care of it and all this. Listen at what your daughter said."
So I thought for a second there, and I turned around, and I said okay. So I came on back.
The next day, they called and said, "Do you want to go down to see the chief?" So I went
down. And he says, "We'll have the guys to come in and apologize." I said, "I don't want an
apology. Why can't we press the charge?" He says, "Well, I don't know. Let me do so some
more thinking." What he wanted to do is to talk to some more of the people, you see.
So in the meantime, Agnes and I go into the FBI. When I get over to the FBI, you see
that peephole there? I get up to their door, and Agnes said, "Hey, they got one of the same things
I got."
They were peeping at us.
I said, "Yeah, they're human, too, huh?"
They had a peephole in the FBI door?
Yeah, they had a peephole in the FBI door, yeah. So then I said to the guy there in
charge, told him the whole thing and expect them to say, all right, we'll have somebody to come
out and investigate. He says, "Well, we can't come out." I said, "Well, what's the reason? What
do you mean you can't come out?" He said, "We can't come unless the chief of police, the ranger,
said that we can." I said, "I can't understand that." He says, "Well, that's the way it is, we can't."
So really even today, I wouldn't turn over my hand backwards if one were down
drowning, I wouldn't throw a rope or something to save an FBI guy.
So what happened with the three individuals?
So then I come back.
Now, were they young boys?
Yeah, they were schoolboys, yeah. One boy's dad was a dentist. One, his dad was the
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plumber and put my plumbing in. The other one worked for the bureau and ran the boat.
Isn't that something?
The boats, the government boats.
Federal employee.
Federal employee of the government. Of course, his dad was nothing like this boy. I
think this boy was under the influence of the other two boys. But anyway, when I went back to
see the chief ranger, he was going to let me know what they could do. And in the meantime, one
of my friends had asked the ranger, the chief, he says, "Supposing the whole thing was turned
around, this was Emory's boys had thrown this on these boys' house?" So the chief said, "Well,
that would be a different situation."
Isn't that something?
So when I went back to talk to him, I knew he had said this. I said, "Well, no. I want
court, we're going to court." He said, "If we do this, the boys would end up in the penitentiary.
And we feel that this would ruin their whole life."
Isn't that something?
"No accident. Your boys didn't get hurt, luckily, and all. But we don't feel that we could
do this without them having to make some time." I said okay. I said, "I want to tell you. If I can
go and serve World War II and go serve my country again, they certainly have taught me enough
that I can serve and take care of my family. I'm going to build a six-foot fence. And when I
close my gate, it's going to be no-man's land if you get over that fence. And I will never call
you, your office or anything. Anybody get on that fence, the only telephone call I'm going to
make will be to Bunker. And that's it."
Who is Bunker?
That's the undertaker in Vegas. I said, "I will never under any circumstance call your
office for any assistance as long as I'm in Boulder City." And I still feel the same way about it.
Of course, it's different people and some things have changed. But a number of people that
disagreed with this stopped going to the dentist. The man was a dentist. The wife was a dentist.
It got so bad that he committed suicide. The mother moved to Las Vegas. I guess she's probably
still there. But one of the boys, the court made a judge out of him. He had that judgeship for a
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time until he bought illegal cactus. He lost that. But then being one of the good old boys, they
have him now over the division of parking tickets and things like that, still living off the
taxpayer's money. The other two boys, I don't know where the hell they are.
That's interesting, very interesting.
But it just shows you how things would happen. You have to stand up for yourself,
though.
But it also shows the atmosphere here in this city early on.
Oh, sure.
You mentioned earlier about some boats. There were boats before the dam; is that
correct? Are those the boats you were talking about?
Yeah, the government had a boat down there. Well, one of the uses, we had to go up to
the head of the river, Lake Mead, to take samples to get some idea how much silt was coming in
and how the silt was. That was the reason for that boat. It wasn't like a pleasure boat. But we
could, if we wanted to go out to take the boat -- well, we would say to keep the motor running,
you had to go and run it. So what was wrong with taking your fishing pole and fish when you
had to run up there to sample the river? Of course, it was free.
There was time that I had the boat guy to have it set up for Chief Justice Warren was
coming out. I went in to pick him up. And Mrs. Warren came. "Earl, this ladies organization
has asked you to come to speak." And one of the deals before he got here, he knew nothing
about this. But this was something that Mrs. Warren had been talking to some of the other
women. And then he looked at me. He said, "But Emory got this thing set up. I want to go."
She says, "Emory, this is one of the things. He's the one that made the decision that he wants to
be in public service, and you're not going to go on no Lake Mead." He said, "Emory, you see.
You don't realize how free you are." I said, "What do you mean?" He said, "You can go
anywhere you want at any time. If I go this way, people will look, oh, there's the chief justice. I
don't have my life." So I told him, "Well, the next time we'll plan it a little differently. You let
me know a week ahead of time."
And I'll be doggone, the next time he got here, he said, "Emory, I'm coming to Las
Vegas, but don't go planning. My wife has already got me booked up." So we never got a

52

chance to go. But he tickled me. He was one of the nicest guys. Like I told him, I said, "Holy
Christ, you're such a nice guy, you know, being in a position like that."
What kind of recreation did you have as a family living in Boulder City?
Everything.
As the children grew up, what kind of things did you do with the children?
They had Boy Scouting, Girl Scouting. They were in things like that.
Well, like I mentioned —
And the church.
— if you take Boulder City and expand it to the world, here were five people that were
against what the other people were, that were friends and helped us. And this was the way that
we were able to stay.
Okay. Now, when it comes to the kids, we said to the kids, "Now, if someone calls you a
name or something, I mean, don't let that worry you. But now, if someone hits you, there's
something that when that happens, you have to look at — like when a country's going to war or
something, you strike a country, that country before it can declare war has got to look. Am I
ready to strike back now? Would it be to my advantage that I wait until tomorrow or do this
now? You don't go offhand. And I'd rather you wait and come let me know and we'll talk. Then
I can go talk to the parents. We can see what we need to do. But now, if somebody starts hitting
you and hitting on you and you've got nothing, you're in a position where you've got to fight
back, then you do the best you can." I said, "Your friends. Now, a boyfriend, Sharon, you don't
have no boyfriend."
Didn't want her to have one.
"And Emory don't have no girlfriend. You both can have friends. When you finish high
school, you're going to college. When you get to college, you can have a girlfriend or boyfriend
or whatever." But behind my back, they had -- she knew about some of it. I didn't.
Oh, well, you know how kids are.
When I would come home for lunch, I thought for a long time it was another girl calling
Sharon. I could hear Sharon discuss it some. So one day I said, "Well, what?" She said, "I told
this boy" --
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(End side 1, tape 3.)
But in a way he didn't like her or something. But Emory always wanted to do what you
asked him.
Bobby was different. If I told him, okay, if you do such-and-such, I'm going to spank
your butt. Okay. He'd do it. I would say, "Didn't I tell you not to do this?" He would say,
"Yeah." I said, "Well, why did you do it?" He said, "Well, I wanted to do it. You said you'd
spank my butt." So I got ready. I said, "Well, I am going to spank your butt." So I took him
over to — it was the shop then. I took him over with a belt. I hit him and he looked up at me.
His expression didn't change. So I stopped. I said, "You know what? You've seen that old
sheriff on the T.V. that says 'Boy you're in a heap of trouble'"? I said, "I'm not going to spank
your butt. But I'm going to tell you not to do this again. The reason I tell you not to use this tool
or that tool is because you could cut your finger off or do something. It's for your own good.
But if you do it again or anything that I tell you not to do and you go and do it, you're going to
wish that you had never been born on this Earth. I'm not going to spank your butt, though. Now
go on."
He went, "What is he going to do?" She told him, "Well, I don't know. Why don't you
go and do it?" But do you know what? No more. And I didn't have to worry about spanking
him.
Tell me about your spiritual life. Did you attend church here, as well?
Oh, we do. We're very active in our church.
Now, which church did you attend?
Grace Community.
Grace Community. She was a Sunday school secretary for at least ten years.
Yeah. And worked with the kids and little things around the church. Very active with
them.
And I worked on the church for - like the maintenance — almost every Saturday. That's
one of the reasons I'm so behind in my house.
Fixing things.
Tell me for your entertainment, living this close to Las Vegas, did the two of you
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ever enjoy any of the shows in the city and especially during those early days?
Yeah. The Sahara, the Beachcomber Club upstairs almost on each Saturday. We knew
the guys in the band.
Sam. Yeah, a lot of them.
Well, we knew a few other people that were kind of higher up in Vegas. We called or
they'd call here. Are you going to be at this particular time there or that particular time? We
went there. There was the Beachcomber —
We liked very much.
— where we went almost each Saturday. We would get a babysitter to come.
And they have other shows and things like that. And then there were things that all of us
could go and enjoy.
As a family. Okay.
And enjoy with the kids.
Now, you were here in the 50s when they were testing the atomic bombs. Did you
ever witness any of that?
What we did, we only went up one time just to see the crater.
That it had caused.
They would have a tour that anyone wanted to go and see the spot or something like that.
You had to put your name in way before time. They were doing something.

Checking

you out or something. And there were big craters.
But that wasn't no big deal. There was quite a few people, I guess, that went up there to
see that.
See the big hole or something.
But to me, it was just about like a hole on our farm.
But they had done everything to take care of you if you were in harm's way.
So what did they do to take care of you?
Well, didn't we have kind of a shield?
Honey, you didn't have nothing.
I thought that was a shield.
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We didn't have nothing on. We got out of there and everybody —
Was running.
— when they were talking about it five, ten years later, got out of the site. They were
worried about what they were coming down with because they didn't have nothing. We got out
of those buses, and they say you can go up to this point. That was it.
But it was interesting, though.
So would you ever consider leaving Boulder City and living anyplace else in the
country?
Well, no, I wouldn't.
Not now.
I don't agree with Boulder City with the no growth. But I don't do anything or wouldn't
do anything to try to change it. I accept Boulder City the way it is. Being no growth has its
advantages.
It's the same thing from the water. If we had people coming in with building and
building and building, we would be the same thing with water, electric and all. And one of the
things that most areas did, they felt that the more people coming in is going to bring income tax.
But that was the stupidest idea that anybody could come up with.
That's what they found out somehow.
Because you've got the utilities. You've got to add additional schools. You can look
around here and see the number of young people coming in with children, how they've got to
build schools. One time, two little schools took care of everything —
But not anymore.
— because all of our kids were up and gone, and you didn't have it.
What is the population of Boulder City now? [14,966 - 2000 Census)
I really don't know exactly what it is. You would have to probably —
I can find it.
Yeah, you can get that from the Chamber of Commerce.
One time, they were saying we were about — what — 5,000 something?
No, honey. We're more than that.
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Well, I guess — I said I hope that there are some, just not dying out.
Now, did either of you ever run for political office here?
No.
No. I'm too frank. Like John Edwards, I got a letter that I got to send back to him. Oh, I
was for him. I'm in the Democratic thing. In fact, I hate to tell you how we got 48 years ago
Clinton. My idea is Nevadans really don't know how to vote or who to vote for. If we had had
any sense, we never would have voted for Bush in the first place. But Bush came out and said —
You agree.
— I'll look into your Yucca [Mountain] plan, and I'll have somebody — and gave kind of
the idea that he was on Nevada's side. And they went and did it. John Kerry is not a change of
the way they do things in Washington. If you want to get a change in Washington, you're going
to have to do what the people in California did. This idea of saying you've got to have
experience and they talk about experience in the government, you don't need that. If you've got
good common sense and some education and know-how, you can run it. You take the biggest
people, millionaires and everything are individuals that never went to college and all. But look
what California did. Swartzenagger, he got the two main bills passed. I tell you in 18 months to
two years, California is going to be back on its wheel and going. He's not leaning to this political
elite. But you take [Harry] Reid that we got. Reid from Searchlight didn't have nothing. Now,
he's a millionaire now. And now he is asking the public to give him five dollars. But yet, he's
got over $6 million already for the campaign. And by the time he gets ready to run, he will have
10 million. Now, you think that your five dollars, hundred dollars given to Reid is going to
make him anything? No. He's already bought. You multiply that by every other congressman
that's been there over two terms, they've already been bought.
You don't have to convince me.
But I have one last question. You mentioned Yucca Mountain a few minutes ago.
As an engineer, how do you look at that from what we've heard about maybe it's on an
earthquake fault and all of that? How do you see that?
The way that I see it when the individuals came up with the idea of putting it in Nevada,
we did not have proper representatives to say, "Hey, hell no." They sat and waited. This is how
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it came up. There are probably ten other places in the United States that you could put this and
all. But here, the United States at that time, we only had about two representatives. I think
we've got three now. But it looks like the other states would say, "Well, look, Nevada's sitting
over here, and let's put it here."
Nevada hadn't changed when they wanted to build Hoover Dam. Our state engineer said,
"Well, that much power, you'll never use it." And one time I told him — he was out at the
American Legion, and he was talking about how he was a representative back there. So I won't
call his name. But I said, "You know, you were talking about how you fought for that? Here is
this article." I dug it out of the bureau file. He said, "Did you let anybody else see that?" I said,
"No, I'm not going to do that." He said, "Why not?" I said, "Here you were against it." Well, it
turned out that he wasn't the type of guy that I thought he was. He was like it was with Senator
Goldwater. I said I didn't want to break bread with him. And Senator Bible had us all for the
breakfast there. They put me right next to Goldwater. He said, "I understand you don't want to
break bread with me." I said, "Yeah, that's true."
And then he had to face him and look at him.
I said, "Because all the things you do is against my people." He says, "Yeah, you went to
see Robert Kennedy and didn't go with your Nevada group." I said, "No. The Colorado people
were going to see Robert, and I wanted to see him. I was very delighted by meeting him, very
much." He said, "How long are you going to be here?" I said, "Well, three more days." He said,
"Well, would you have time to come to my office? I'll show you from the record that I did more
for your people than Robert Kennedy." I said, "Okay, you're on. I will."
Isn't that something?
I went the next afternoon and sat down with Goldwater, and he showed me all of this
stuff. He said, "The thing about you is you're an engineer." I said, "Right." He said, "I'm a
politician. And you don't understand the difference for politicians. A politician has to say things
for his constituents. For me to come back here, I have to say this. This doesn't mean what you
have read." I said, "You know, you sound like Representative Barren because he was telling me
the same thing. I'm learning now."
And it got so that with Senator Goldwater, when he was going to be in Phoenix, his
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administrator would call and let me know that he would be there. Now, I got to know him so
well that when my son was at the academy, he found a girl. Like in high school, he hadn't been
messing around with girls. He didn't mess around with any girls until he got back there. Then
some girl let him know something else, and he was sneaking out.
Where is this academy that we're talking about?
Air Force Academy [Colorado Springs, CO]. I had another friend of mine who was a
colonel who was at the Air Force base, not at the academy, that says, "Oh, boy, Emory, this
girl — you've got to come and talk to him." So I knew I couldn't talk to him. I went to the
academy. The officer who was over it was a major. I said, "Major, I want my son checked at
bed-check time. He's supposed to have his uniform pressed three times a week. I want to see
that that's done. I want to see that this and that." He said, "Colonel, this is not the Army. This is
the Air Force." So I said, "Well, I can see right now I'm not getting anywhere with you. I want
to see the general. Can you make an appointment?" He said, "Well, I'll do what I can, and I'll let
you know. Give me your telephone number at the hotel, and I'll try to call you back this
afternoon." So he called back and said okay.
I went and couldn't see the general. I saw, well, one of the other majors, but he was a
lower. But anyway, he says, "The major has told me what you have said and everything. If we
did that, within 24 hours we would have a congressional. There's no way." I said, "I can assure
you that you won't have a congressional." He rang back and said, "How can you do that?" I
said, "If the head of the Army at the Pentagon calls you and says you don't have to worry about a
congressional, would you do it?" He looked at the major. They both looked at each other, you
know. Then he kind of smiled and said, "Yeah, we would." I just went, "Okay. I'll get on this."
Well, I had one of the generals at the Air Force that I knew, General Lewis from Texas. I
said, "General Lewis, you know in Las Vegas at that time, we had that talk and all, remember?
And you said if I needed you to call you and say Mayday?" Well, when I called back, the guy
said, "You can't get the general." I said, "Tell him Emory Lockette is calling and Emory
Lockette is saying Mayday."
So he got on the phone, and I told him. I said, "General, I talked with Senator Bible's
administrative officer and I've talked with Senator Goldwater's administrative officer and told
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them about a problem that my son was having at the Air Force Academy and what they needed
to do to keep him there. I want my son to graduate. This is about the only way that he can. To
do this. And it's not in accordance with Air Force regulation. But they said that they would do it
if I can assure them that there won't be a congressional. And the only way that there could be a
congressional, it would have to come through Nevada. And the Nevada office, you can call —
have your secretary to call the administrative office there and even call the Arizona senator's
administrative officer, and they can tell you. And if you could call" — Wes Moreland, I think it
was. I can't think of who it was.
It's Moreland.
— "the general at the Air Force Academy, his office, and tell them there won't be any
congressional, I certainly would appreciate it." He said, "You sure about that?" I said, "Sir, this
is the reason I asked you to have someone. I know you're not going to call the administrator, but
to have the secretary or one of your aides to call and convey the same thing and see." So he says,
"Okay." And we yack-yacked some. Okay, but yeah, pretty tough thing. I said this is the Army.
So he did. And I went back and talked with the academy people. They said, yeah, they
had had the call. General Lewis had called. They wanted to know, "Well, when did you meet
General Lewis?" I said, "Oh, I met him, and we had a talk, and we had a talk here, and he called
you." I don't be asking a lot of people to do a whole lot of things, you know, like for me. I let
people know what my problem is and if they can help me or something, I appreciate it. And it's
not something that I want to misuse or anything. And I think I've been very lucky in this.
So your son did graduate because I saw the picture.
Yeah, he did. You see the picture of him?
Yes, I saw that.
Otherwise, I wouldn't.
Every time he passes there...
My daughter was the same way in art school. She was going to take art, and she wanted
to go to Sweden. And I told her Paris was the place to go. No, no, no, no. So I said okay, okay.
So anyway, she called one day and said, "Yeah, you were right, Paris is the place. This is what
my instructor told me." So I said, "Well, let me check in." I called the place in New York where
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the representatives were of this art school, design. The guy says, "You're 18 months late. You
should have made this request 18 months ago." I said, "Well, isn't there something that could be
done?" So he said, "Yeah, if you know someone at the U.N., have them"
Wait a minute. Now, which request now? That she go to Paris?
Request for a design college in Paris. They told me that she should have put her
application actually 18 months ago, two years. And his idea was that it was a big joke that, well,
if you know somebody at the U.N., you can go there. Take it to the U.N. So then it dawned on
me, damn, I know somebody at the U.N. So I called Ambassador Goldberg.
I remember him.
I told him, "I got a problem." And I told him what the situation was. I said, "I was told
the only place I could go to get some help would be you, and I knew you, and I knew you knew
me. And I was just calling to see if you can or would you or could you do something?" So he
said, "Well, Emory, I'll look into it. And within a day or so, I'll have somebody to give you a call
and let you know." I said, "Well, okay." And we chatted a little about something else. And that
was that.
I think it was like maybe Wednesday or Thursday. By that next Wednesday or Thursday,
I got a call. It wasn't from the U.N. It was from the place where you turn the application in.
They informed me that my daughter had been accepted for this school and what time she had to
do and they would be sending some papers and so forth.
That's how you get it done.
That's wonderful. That is wonderful.
But I can tell you one other thing. Emory, I did all this for him. Took him to Vegas in
the Cub Scouts. Put him in one of these big planes, and they lift him out. His feet was like this
before they hit the ground. "Momma, dad. Momma, dad, you know what I want to be?"
He was little then.
"You know what I want to be?" And I said, "No, Emory. What do you want to be?" He
said, "I want to be a jet pilot. Jet pilot."
So he was supposed to be up there studying and everything. I asked someone, "What
book can I get that would help him to pass the exam?" The guy told me - I think --1 don't
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know — I paid 15 or $20 for the book. Gave it to him. Made him stay up there. Thought he
studied. He didn't even study that. He didn't even pass the test.
Then I went to the trouble to call some people in the Air Force. "What is the best
military school training that I can send him to so he can get in the Air Force Academy?" It was
Maloid, and I forgot what the other one was. I got on the phone and called. I happened to reach
Ms. Maloid. So I talked with her. I told her what they had been recommending and that she was
the best. And I say, "I'm only calling you because you said you were the best, and I would like
for my son to come."" So she says, "Well, okay." But anyway, rather than wait until the winter,
she says, "If he would come during the summer thing, then I know that he would, you know, be
in, if you could send him." I said, "No problem, we will send him." So I sent him there. He
goes in the Air Force and [did] not pursue what he wanted.
Then I do for my daughter. And she, with two other friends, had a good design business
going in Paris and everything. She wanted to take a trip around the world.
Wow. Okay.
Of course, my son, he's doing pretty good with Honey Sweetener. I don't know how
many main hotels that are using that. It's the same thing like this Equal you put in there. And he
takes people that invent things, that can't get it on the market, and get it on the market. But he's
not doing anything from the Air Force or what. But, of course, one of the reasons is he is
diabetic. And a pilot, they couldn't be diabetic. And I tried to get him to go ahead and take the
job to stay in for 20 years. No, he didn't want to do that. And then my daughter, we sent her to
do this. And like I tell her, I said, "Hell, what you were doing, you could have finished high
school and then did the same damn thing."
Now, where does your son live now?
He lives in Tempe.
Tempe, Arizona.
Arizona. And your daughter lives right here in Las Vegas?
No. In Henderson.
Oh, she lives in Henderson. So then neither one is that far away. They're both close
to you.
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I really appreciate all the information.
Well, now, see he's talked about everybody. He hasn't said any terrible things about me
yet, has he? I was only kidding.
She has a mind of her own.
We're all supposed to.
But one of the things, she is a person that tries to do right or what is right. For an
example, if the speed limit says 35 and everybody is doing 45 —
I don't want to get killed.
— well, she ain't going to do but 35.
Really?
And I had a long time ago said, "When we go to Vegas, I'm driving my car and this is it.
There's no way you'll drive me or I'll ride with you." And, of course, she hates to ride with me
because she says, "You drive too fast." I only drive maybe 10 miles above the moving traffic.
But that way I get out of the bunched-up traffic.
That's what I say, too.
You say the same thing.
Yeah, you have to.
Yes. I really appreciate both of you. This has been wonderful. And thanks for all
the good information.
Well, we're happy to do it.
Well, we enjoyed talking with you and all.
You know where we are.
Yes.
We're working in the garden or doing something.
But I still say that if you take Boulder City and like the little prejudice here -- we still got
it -- the whole world is about the same. In the church, we're advertising for a new preacher on
the Westside. I didn't realize that this thing was going to work or do anything. But we got
probably almost 200 applications. I was on the head committee, the chairman for — it was
supposed to have been three years. But I served two and I told him, "I'm tired of this stuff." But
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there was one couple, one white guy had a black wife. His credentials and everything were
good. I hadn't looked at the whole 150, but maybe about 80 of them. I picked out three and
made copies because I was taking the other back to give to don't. I forgot to take them.
(End side 2, tape 3.)
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