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ABSTRACT 

LUBERTHA MILLER JOHNSON, I9O6- ' 

Mrs. Johnson, who came to Las Vegas in 1943, discusses her family 
background, work experience, civic activity, and philosophy. 

Her first work was in a war housing project in Henderson. in her 
position as an interviewer, she notes that most of the Black migrants who 
came seeking jobs in the metal industries were originally from two southern 
states, Arkansas and Louisiana. She recalls that Blacks were usually 
given less desirable dirty jobs in the plants and that this kind of dis-
crimination caused protests and strikes. 

Mrs. Johnson subsequently served as a recreation director for war 
workers, but the end of the war necessitated a change in employment. She 
discusses the difficulties a Black person had obtaining training and job 
opportunities. She became a Practical Nurse with another Black woman, 
the first Blacks in that profession in Nevada. Mrs. Johnson acknowledges 
discrimination, but states she had decided early in life not to permit 
her color to limit her opportunity. She says she has always considered 
that she could make progress if she worked hard enough despite discrimi-
nation and segregation. 

Mrs. Johnson declares she has always been concerned about people and 
their problems, and she says she became involved in every movement con-
cerning them. She discusses her forty year membership in the NAACP, in 
the National Conference of Christians and Jews, her service on the Human 
Rights Commission of the City of Las Vegas, her efforts to secure better 
housing for Black people in West Las Vegas, and the struggle for civil 
rights. 

She reminisces about segregation and discrimination she experienced 
in Las Vegas, but despite some unpleasant personal experience, she says 
that Las Vegans, for the most part, were very polite in enforcing the system 
and hospitable. The only Strip restaurant where Blacks could eat, she says, 
was Foxy's. 

Mrs. Johnson recalls that the poorest schools were on the Westside, 
that the NAACP led the fight to improve school facilities there and also 
brought about busing of Westside youngsters outside of West Las Vegas. 

She describes the poor housing, lack of water and sewer facilities, 
and the difficulty in obtaining mortgage funds for Westside Blacks. 
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Mrs. Johnson tells of the discrimination Black performers suffered 
in the 50s and 60s because they were not allowed to eat or lodge in the 
hotels where they entertained. Westside homes were opened up to them and 
Mrs. Johnson recalls she entertained many of the star performers in her 
home. Neither were Black people allowed to attend shows, but Mrs. Johnson 
relates that Josephine Baker had a clause included in her contract which 
specifically provided for the inclusion of Black people in her audience. 

Mrs. Johnson expresses disappointment that President Jimmy Carter 
has not carried out promises he made Blacks during his campaign. She is 
critical of Congressman James I. Santini who she says does not act favor-
ably on any legislation helpful to Black people. 

Mrs. Johnson says opportunities are much greater now than when earlier 
Black people were making contributions. She wonders if young people today 
are doing enough to say that, with better opportunities, they are making 
more contributions. 

Collector: Larry V . Buckner 
February 10, 1978 



tNTRODUCTlON 

Until she was seventeen, Lubertha Mi H e r Johnson lived in her native 
state, Mississippi. With her parents, she moved to Chicago and lived 
there until 1943, after which they migrated to Pasadena, California. 
Three years later, the family came to Las Vegas and remained permanently. 

Mrs. Johnson has worked as a recreation director, nurse, director 
of an anti-poverty program, and director of a pre-school. She has been 
active in civic affairs in the Black community to secure housing and civil 
rights, in the NAACP, in the National Conference of Christians and Jews, 
and served on the Human Relations Commission of Las Vegas. 

This interview, a class project in Nevada History, was done by Larry 
V. Buckner in Mrs. Johnson's home on February 10, 1978. 

Differences in the tape and transcription of the interview occur 
because the typed version has been edited for easier reading. Repetitions 
and false starts have been eliminated. tn some instances, a word or 
phrase has been added for clarity or correction and enclosed in brackets. 
There are omissions in the transcript which occurred when the speaker 
turned from the microphone, was interrupted, or had a lapse of memory. 

Mrs. Johnson's interview is part of a series of interviews in Donated 
Tapes Collection of the James R. Dickinson Library of the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas. The transcription and editing of the interview have 
been supported in part by a grant to Dickinson Library administered by the 
U.S. Office of Health, Education, and Welfare through the Nevada State 
Library; Project Director, Harold H. J. Erickson; Assistant Director, 
Anna Dean Kepper. The opinions expressed herein do not necessarily re-
flect the position or policy of the U. S. Office of Education, and no 
official endorsement by the U. S. Office of Education should be inferred. 

A copy of the transcript will be available at the West Las Vegas 
Branch of the Clark County Library District and the Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture, New York, New York. A bibliography of Black 
Experience in Southern Nevada will be distributed statewide. 

Written permission to photocopy, to cite or quote from Lubertha 
Johnson's oral interview must be obtained from Special Collections Depart-
ment, James R. Dickinson Library, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 
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Collector 

Johnson: 

Collector: 

Johnson: 

Co 11ector: 

Johnson: 

Mrs. Johnson, could you give me some family background of 

yourself? 

1 was born, of course, in Mississippi. My parents were very 

fine people who were farmers. My mother was a Miller before 

she married; she married a Miller which was sort of unusual. 

We owned a comfortable amount of property in Mississippi and 

lived what 1 considered a very good life; however, being very 

ambitious as many people were, it was their desire to find 

a place where there were better opportunities for what we 

called Negroes, at that time. Due to the fact that my mother 

had a brother in Chicago, we ended up there. We moved to 

Chicago in 1923 and we lived in Chicago until 1943. We moved 

to Pasadena, that's California, from Chicago, but eventually 

ended up in Nevada. We left Chicago only because my father 

suffered from asthma for many years and was unable to work. 

)n fact, he was unable to walk when we came to Las Vegas. 

He practically recovered from asthma and became very strong 

until he was able to take a job and hold it until he was about 

eighty. Not having other brothers and sisters, of course, I 

lived with my parents most of the time that they were alive 

and they just passed away some three and seven years ago. 

Do you know the exact date you came to Las Vegas? 

tn November of '73. I'm sorry, in November of '43. 

At that time, where did most of the Blacks migrate from when 

you came to Las Vegas? 

From Louisiana and Arkansas. I can say this without fear of 

contradiction because I came here originally to take a job 
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in the war housing project that was established in Henderson. 

There I interviewed hundreds of people who had migrated here 

and that's how I know they were most, at that time, from 

Louisiana and Arkansas. 

Collector: What was that? Was that a job that you had because this was 

interviewing the people from these different states? 

Johnson: Yes, I had a job in Henderson as a recreation director for 

war workers and, of course, this was during World War II. 

Collector: What jobs did the Blacks tend to seek when they arrived here 

in Las Vegas? 

Johnson: Well, these people had come for the purpose of working in 

the Basic Magnesium Plant in Henderson. in fact, that was 

about all that made up Henderson, this huge plant where 

thousands of people were hired. These were the jobs that 

most of these people took. 

Collector: What were the conditions like in these magnesium plants? 

Johnson: Well, the working conditions, I was told, were not too good. 

It seems that there were a lot of jobs that were undesirable 

in that there was a lot of, well, they were just a sort of 

dirty job, if ! have to put it that way. I understand that 

Negro people, as they were called at that time, were given 

most of the so-called dirty work. And, of course, there 

were many who resented this and there were times when there 

were strikes and other protest. I was told that there was 

some improvement as the years went by because of this. 

Collector: Were there very many Blacks as porters? Was this in the 

hotels or was this for private families or what? 
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Johnson: 

Co)lector: 

Johnson: 

Collector: 

Johnson: 

Col lector: 

Johnson: 

Well, a few in the hotels, but at that time there were only 

about three major hotels on the Strip. Now for instance, 

some of the stores hired Black janitors and a few business 

places did also7. 

Since we are on the subject of the Strip hotels, could you 

give us some idea and the names of the hotels that were on 

the Strip at this time? 

The Last Frontier. El Rancho Vegas. Those were the two that 

were actually there when I came. Others were built after 

that, for instance, the Flamingo, the Sands, the Stardust 

were among those that were built in the earlier years. 

1 imagine these hotels that you were talking about like the 

Sands and the Stardust have been through quite a lot of 

renovation since then. 

Oh, yes, they have. After the war, many, many new hotels, 

in fact, we used to say that if you missed going on the Strip 

for two or three weeks, there'd be a new hotel or a new motel. 

They were built just that fast. And, of course as the years 

go by, they have been changed quite a bit. For instance, I 

thought that the Last Frontier was the most marvelous place 

I ever saw because it was built on the Old West style. 

Mrs. Johnson, could you give us some idea of the membership 

and other activities, including church, that you're in? 

Yes, I'm what you call a joiner, rea1ly, I believe. I've 

been affiliated with several organizations and including 

the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People. I've been a member of the National Conference of 
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Christians and Jews. I was active in that and served as 

an officer at one time. t have been very active in the 

church. I've been active in NAACP for some forty years. I've 

served as president, secretary, vice president, you name it, 

and I'm still active in NAACP at this time. ! have served 

on the Human Relations Commission of the City of Las Vegas 

for more than fifteen years and several smaller organizations 

that I won't try to name. 

Collector: Can you tell us of any awards or honors that you have received 

for your achievements in any of these groups, organizations? 

Johnson: Well, I had an award from the National Conference of Christians 

and Jews for outstanding human relations or something of the 

sort. I had, oh, perhaps twenty years ago, an award from 

the women's Jewish group who honored me as one of Nevada's 

most outstanding women. I had an award some two years ago 

from the United States Extension Service group and two or 

three smaller awards, including some NAACP. 

Collector: What are some of the motivations or aspirations that tend to 

motivate you towards these goals? 

Johnson: I guess it is a little hard to say, except that as far back 

as I can remember, I have been concerned about people and 

problems and have become involved in every movement that was 

geared in that direction. I believe that there is a need 

for all of us to make some contribution to bettering oppor-

tunities for our young people, and of course, my greatest 

concern has been that of attaining the civil rights of Black 

people. I was active in the effort to secure a civil rights 
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law, for instance, in the state of Nevada. I was active in 

the effort to eliminate the segregation and discrimination 

against Black people in the hotels and in employment and feel 

very grateful that we were able to bring about a considerable 

change in the conditions as they existed in, say the early 

40s, the 50s, and the early 60s, but the early 60s, that's 

when we actually accomplished a breakthrough. We were able 

to have discrimination discontinued, for the most part, in 

the Strip hotels. We were able to secure better opportunities, 

better work opportunities. We were able to secure the equal 

rights law and improve opportunities for education and in 

many other areas. 

Collector: What was it like around the war period, World War II? 

What was the atmosphere like here in Las Vegas? 

Johnson: Well, you know there is a peculiar thing about Las Vegas. 

Although we had almost complete discrimination and segregation, 

people were cordial. We did not have the kinds of problems 

that we have had in other cities. it seems that it really 

was surprising to find that there was so much discrimination 

because, as I say, people generally were very kind, very 

hospi table. 

Collector: Do you think that's just hospitality here in Las Vegas? Do 

you think that's just an ingrown part of Las Vegas now? 

Johnson: Well, I would say it has improved. There's still some pockets 

of discrimination, especially in employment, somewhat in 

housing; however, the picture has improved so much until I 

believe we can look forward, in the not too distant future, 



6 

when we will have what we could honestly call comparative 

equality. 

Collector: Most people in the community with Las Vegas from other cities 

and states tie in very good with the stories of Bugsy Malone 

Siegel and the Mafia, and the mob. Do you remember any 

rumors stemming from this subject here? 

Johnson: Well, I've always heard rumors about the Mafia, but, of course, 

I have had no contact with anyone that I could say knew any-

thing or had anything to do with the Mafia. I was very 

knowledgeable of Bugsy Siegel, for instance. I think most of 

us sort of felt that we knew quite a bit about him although 

I never actually met him personally. The town was small 

enough that you could learn a great deal about people and 

indirectly sort of had a little connection in that my place 

here was used for some political rallies and things of that 

sort. Bugsy Siegel, according to people who sponsored these 

activities, had quite a bit to do with some of them. 

Collector: This is pertaining to Bugsy Siegel, too. Was he sort of like 

a myth or a hero to the people here in Las Vegas? Sort of 

like Howard Hughes is to Las Vegas today? 

Johnson: Well, I wouldn't say to that extent; however, because it was 

said that he was responsible for building the Flamingo Hotel, 

he was considered quite an asset to Las Vegas to that extent. 

Collector: Do you remember any of the darker side incidents like the 

unknown incidents where law enforcement couldn't figure out 

what really happened and any incident of criminal involvement 

with Bugsy or any other criminal activity that might be 
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associated with the Mafia, the mob or whatever? 

Johnson: No, I realty don't. The rumor was that the mob was always 

straight in Las Vegas and that, if there was any dirty work 

to be done, it had to be done outside of Las Vegas. Perhaps 

this is true; I couldn't say. I'm not familiar with any 

activities of this sort. 

Collector: Around the Martin Luther King movement, what was it like here 

in Las Vegas? 

Johnson: Well, of course, we were very much interested and aware of 

what was happening, but as you know most of Martin Luther 

King's activities were conducted in the South. At the time 

that the movement was in action, however, we were conducting 

our own civil rights fight under NAACP in Las Vegas. 

Collector: At that time did Blacks build their power behind the NAACP 

and was the radiance of the Martin Luther King movement--

did that help the movement here in Las Vegas? 

Johnson: I believe so because of the publicity. You know the 60s 

actually produced many activities, protests, what have you, 

all over the country. Naturally, it affected us here and I 

believe was very helpful in our success in improving our 

situation in Las Vegas. 

Collector: With the story of Roots and all in the past, quite a few 

Whites have gone against that and said, "Well, that wasn't 

really the way it was back then." Can you remember any 

incident in the 40s or the 50s where racial prejudice was 

like an outgrown [ingrown] toe nail and really stood out in 

that periodof time here in Las Vegas? 
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Johnson: Yes, indeed. I should say; in fact, when I came here, there 

were still signs and certain places saying that we do not--

I've forgotten the exact words, but what it meant, was that 

they did not cater to Negroes at all. Then in other places 

of business mostly there were signs saying "We reserve the 

right to refuse service to anyone" and, of course, that only 

meant that we were prohibited from getting into many places, 

in fact, you couldn't even find a place to eat. There was 

one restaurant on the Strip where Negroes could eat and that 

was Foxy's, but you could hardly eat in the poorest restaurant 

or even drug stores. i remember having recently come here 

from Chicago, standing on the street watching the Helldorado 

parade and getting a severe headache, going into a restaurant--

well, it was sort of a restaurant and a drug store where I 

had made many purchases of medicine because of my father's 

asthma--buying some aspirin, asking for a glass of water, and 

being told that I had to go into the back to drink it. I was 

told that I could not purchase property by at least three or 

four real estate people except I purchase it in West Las 

Vegas. Even the people who entertained in the hotels--I sup-

pose that is a quite well known fact, that they could not 

even stay in the hotels, but had to go to the Westside to 

find lodging and food. I remember having gone to the employ-

ment office, just coming up from Los Angeles. Well, after 

the project closed for the most part in Henderson, having 

just passed a Civil Service examination as an interviewer and 

being told with a straight face, "We do not hire Negroes for 

that type of job." 



Collector: At this time with segregation and all, did it affect the 

quality of education that the younger Blacks were to get 

here in Vegas? 

Johnson: Yes, it did. For instance, the poorer schools were in West 

Las Vegas, and I say poorer, because they did not have the 

same quality of facilities. When I first came here, no 

Blacks at all were hired in the school system. Later, Blacks 

were hired, but because we felt the schools were so inferior 

in West Las Vegas, we made efforts to change the situation 

and at the same time sought to have Black children go into 

other schools outside of West Las Vegas where we thought that 

opportunities would be better. This fight, led by NAACP, did 

eventually allow for Black children to be bused out of West 

Las Vegas and into other schools, and this is still being 

done as of today. 

Collector: Mrs. Johnson, when and for what reason was the Westside 

established and how was the living conditions at that time? 

Johnson: Well, I am told that West Las Vegas actually was a White 

community prior to the 40s. Like in almost every city when 

Black people come in, and because of their economic situation, 

they usually end up in the oldest part of a city. This is 

what happened in West Las Vegas. The Whites gradually moved 

out and, of course, it was a blighted area, cheaper living 

conditions, and seriously poor conditions. Houses were very 

old and dilapidated, what few there were. When new people 

came in, because of a shortage of materials and a lack of 

money, these people lived in tents and shacks of all sorts. 
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For instance, many were built out of tin, paper, cardboard, 

whatever they could find. There were no streets, facilities 

for living very, very disagreeable as well as very poor. 

There were few houses with running water, indoor sanitary 

facilities, and all in all, living conditions you could 

really say were terrible. 

Collector: How are they today? Has it improved very much? 

Johnson: Much improved and I think the people who came to Las Vegas 

certainly deserve a lot of credit for what they were able to 

do in spite of the fact that loans were not even available. 

About the FHA office--at that time on the map showing West 

Las Vegas, there was a red mark across this portion of the 

map as a rejected area. in spite of this, people were able 

to build for themselves a few fairly nice homes and, of course, 

in later years this situation was changed. People have been 

able to build and I'm sure you will find that in the new 

addition to West Las Vegas some of the homes are comparable 

to any other group of the same economic and social standards. 

Collector: Did government funds for housing depend on the extent of the 

needs from the people? Did the government ever come in and 

look at the Westside and consider how much was needed? Did 

they stop funds in Las Vegas because that area hadn't been 

taken care of? 

Johnson: Well, because of a lack of proper facilities, the proper water 

facilities and sanitation, for instance, there were sewer 

lines that had no water whatever. They were just there and 

because of this FHA, as I said, refused to make loans in the 

area. Several years after the war, however, there was a move 
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to build houses because of the serious needs. There were 

people who came into the area because they had been informed 

about the condition. I remember having sat in on several 

meetings with some of the people who were in the financial 

structures such as bankers, etc.; their attitude was, "Well, 

these people are not going to live, stay in Las Vegas after 

the war. They'll be going back home." Well, of course, 

they apparently were not aware of the fact that many of 

these people had no homes to go back to. They had left their 

homes seeking better opportunities, that [they] had no desire 

to go back. For instance, I remember when the first survey 

was made; in fact, I participated in the first survey to 

determine the needs of housing in West Las Vegas and other 

areas of the city. As a result of this survey, the first low 

cost housing [Marble Manor] was built on Washington Street 

in Las Vegas. This was a beginning of opening up opportunities 

for Black people to build homes and also to provide low cost 

housing for those who could not afford to purchase and build 

their own homes. 

Collector: To what extent did segregation affect your life here while 

you've been in Las Vegas or the earlier days of your life 

here in Las Vegas? 

Johnson: Well, when you say "affect your life," I am one of these people 

who I just do not believe that I could not succeed in spite 

of my color. I always considered that I could make progress 

if I've worked hard enough in spite of discrimination and 

segregation, and life has not been hard, too hard for me. 
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!n fact, Las Vegas has been very good to me in many ways. I 

was able to take some training; for instance, I could not find 

work in the field in which I had been trained, but I took 

some training. I had to live in Nevada--there were no faci-

lities very much for training--and so I took a course in 

Practical Nursing and became one of the two first Black nurses 

[ S t e l l a Simmons was the other nurse. Ed] ever to work in 

Southern Nevada Memorial Hospital. I worked there for several 

years and got along very well. Then a few years after that 

I was able to participate in the initiation of the Anti-Poverty 

Program where I worked for some eight years. I retired and 

stayed in retirement for some two or three years. A couple 

of years ago [I] went back into the same field where I am 

presently working as director of a pre-school program. 

[Operation Independence] I do not feel It have been too much 

disadvantaged. 

Collector: Do you recall the introduction of the first Black casino 

workers here in Las Vegas? 

Johnson: Yes, in the middle 60s; I could even say in the early 60s we 

were able to get a few dealers, et cetera, into the hotels. 

Of course, that number has grown since that time. We do not 

feel that we have been completely successful in getting 

people employed in the hotels, but as I said before, it 

certainly has improved and we are working hard to bring about 

more improvement and to get more people employed. 

Collector: After Blacks being accepted in the casinos, do they now get 

a fair shake from Whites? What were the attitudes then and 
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today about the Black's introduction into the hotel industry? 

Johnson: Well, it seems that attitude [was] not too different from 

what we found in other areas of employment. You know, there's 

always this fear of what will happen when you bring Black 

people into a new situation, just the same as it was when 

Jackie Robinson went into baseball or any other place where 

Blacks broke into in new field of activity or employment. 

But nothing ever happened. The things that people feared 

never happened so that attitude just--) mean, after a while 

they were accepted just about the same as anybody else. 

Collector: How do you feel about the educational system here in Las Vegas, 

including the University in (sic) Nevada in Las Vegas? 

Johnson: Well, personally, I think it's pretty good. I think there 

are some areas in which there is a need for improvement. The 

integration system as it has been established is not ideal, 

but it's a step forward. I understand that at the University 

[things] are not exactly what we would like in the matter of 

hiring, for instance, Black teachers and other personnel, but 

it has improved slowly during the years and we believe it will 

improve consistently in the future. 

Collector: Do you feel that Las Vegas has outgrown itself by way of 

population and updated constructional technology, especially, 

the drainage problem? 

Johnson: Frankly, I] think that Las Vegas has grown so fast until it 

has just about outgrown any facilities that you could think 

of. As you know, it is one of the fastest growing in the 

country, and if you've lived here for over thirty years as 
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I have, you just can't believe what you see as to how fast 

it really has grown. 

Collector: Do you consider it an advantage or a disadvantage that Las 

Vegas is a twenty-four hour town? 

Johnson: Well, for Las Vegas, it's an advantage. Now whether this is 

an advantage in comparison with other cities, I couldn't say. 

Because of the type of industry that we have here, think 

it is absolutely necessary that it remain a twenty-four hour 

town. 

Collector: Mrs. Johnson, a lot of people from other states sort of com-

plain about they don't want their children raised here because 

of the type of life style here in Las Vegas being a twenty-

four hour town. Do you think raising a child anywhere else 

in the United States is any different from raising them here 

in Las Vegas? 

Johnson: I probably disagree with some people. I feel that a parent 

who takes the responsibility of rearing children seriously 

can raise children in this town about as well as any other 

place. It may be that it takes a little more concern on the 

part of a parent than it does in some areas, but then this is 

a necessity anywhere. Certainly, I believe that children can 

be reared here as well as any place, if the parent lives up 

to his or her responsibility. 

Collector: Over time Blacks have become familiar and interested in the 

political process. Do you think the Black political strength 

here in Vegas is substantial in political decisions that are 

made here in Las Vegas? 
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Johnson: No, I do not. I think there Is much to be desired in the 

actual possibility for a Black to participate in the deci-

sion making that controls and affects the life of Las Vegans. 

Collector: This has been a conflict that has just recently popped up in 

the news here in Las Vegas and it's on the subject of the 

changing of the districts here in Las Vegas or the issue of 

the gerrymander conflict being throwed around. What do you 

think of this problem and what do you think the outcome will 

be? 

Johnson: Well, I do know NAACP is not only interested but partici-

pating in an effort to change this situation. Right now we 

are in the process of filing suit to determine the actual 

legality of the districting as it has been done through 

these maps. Now it's hard to say what the results will be, 

but it does appear, according to my information, that there 

was actually some gerrymandering. if this is true and can 

be proven, now that's the point, if it can be proven, it 

might be that some changes will be made that will be advan-

tageous to the Black community. 

Collector: This being Black history month, do you think the Blacks' 

attitudes have enough depth for identifying with this 

historic month? 

Johnson: No, I do not, especially in Las Vegas. You know, for a few 

years there we got to the point where we didn't want to 

identify too much with certain types of activities. I don't 

know for what reason. it seems to me, however, that in the 

last few years we have become more concerned and more interest 
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has been shown in celebrating Black history week. I think 

you know that, for instance, NAACP has not participated too 

much in this celebration. I know this, however, that in the 

schools here and some people in the community are participating 

in Black history programs. Certainly there is room for improve-

ment, and I believe that we could and should produce more 

effective programs and provide more education in the area of 

Black history showing its accomplishments, especially for the 

benefit of our young people. 

Collector: People consider Las Vegas as the streets being paved with 

gold and many have that idea when they come to Vegas for a 

visit. During the Ford term with inflation and unemployment, 

how did that affect Las Vegas? Did it affect Las Vegas to 

any great extent? 

Johnson: You mean unemployment? 

Collector: Unemployment and the high inflationary spiral. 

Johnson: Well, yes. As you mentioned, many people come into Las Vegas 

because they get the idea from people who come in and spend 

a short time, win a little money, go back, and talk about it. 

It's not as easy as it appears and many people are extremely 

disappointed when they come here and try to get in on the 

bonanza and suddenly find that the streets are not paved with 

gold and neither is money falling from the trees. it does 

present a problem in that it adds to a list of unemployed 

people. 

Collector: This is sticking with the hotel or casino industry. This 

question pertains to the gambling industry. Have you used 
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the recreational aspect of gambling in Las Vegas? 

Johnson: Yes, occasionally, I do. However, after you live here for 

awhile, I think you're not as enchanted by the shows and 

everything. it becomes commonplace to a certain extent. I 

am affiliated with many organizations that use the hotel 

facilities for different types of programs. Before we were 

welcome to the hotels, it had a lot more glamour (chuckle) 

for me, for instance, than it does now since I know that i 

can go in if I feel like it. 

Collector: How was it for the entertainers back in the time of segrega-

tion? Did they stay at the hotels where they were performing 

or did very many entertains perform at that time? 

Johnson: Yes, indeed, there were certainly many performers during the 

50s and 60s. They could not stay in the hotels. The usually 

ended up on Westside in some private home and would have to 

go from that home in West Las Vegas back on the Strip to per-

form and back over to the Westside to eat and to sleep until 

about the year I960 and '61. 

Collector: What are some of the names from the entertainers circuit that 

you recall at that time? Some of the big names. 

Johnson: Well, of course, Pearl Bailey was constantly entertaining, 

Nat King Cole, the Mills Brothers, Lena H o m e , Louis Armstrong 

and some others. 

Collector: At that time, realizing it was at the time of segregation, 

were there any complaints or any discontent by the enter-

tainers because they had to entertain in one part of the town 

and live, eat, and do everything else in the other? 
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Johnson: I expect so, but I actually never heard any of these complaints 

I used to see the entertainers quite a lot, but (garbled) some 

of them visited my own home during those years. I didn't 

hear much complaining; however, Josephine Baker was able to 

get a contract during those years where she was permitted to 

have Black people in the audience. tn fact, she refused to 

entertain in Las Vegas unless this could be included in her 

contract. When she came here to entertain, Black people did 

sit in the audience. There were some problems which would 

take much too long to go into, but it was actually accomplished 

Collector: A big issue lately has been President [Jimmy] Carter and his 

promises to Blacks. Did the Blacks in Vegas support Jimmy 

Carter also. If so, how do they feel about him doing his 

job or is he doing the job that they bargained for? 

Johnson: I think Mr. Carter got a good share of support in Las Vegas, 

and I think we like other Black people throughout the country 

expected a lot more than has been done. I expect that Mr. 

Carter himself has been a little disappointed in finding 

that it wasn't as easy to do what he even expected to do. 

You know, we still have a lot of conservatism in America and 

we still have our problems with lawmakers who do not feel 

that there is a great deal that should be done in the area 

of civil rights and assistance for under privileged Blacks. 

So I think this makes the President's role a very difficult 

one; however, we feel that he should use all of the strength 

of his office to carry out the promises that he made in his 

efforts to secure the Black vote. 
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Collector: I'm not too familiar with the Nevada po1itical system or who 

the Blacks have supported in past elections for state and 

local government, but lately [Congressman J a m e s . ] Santini 

has been given some harsh criticism by Ralph Nader and others 

on he's strictly for businessmen. What do you feel? Do you 

feel that he is leaning more in that direction and do you 

think that he could help the Blacks a little more in decisions 

that are made in the government concerning Las Vegas? 

Johnson: Personally, I do not think that Mr. Santini is favorable to 

any great extent to any type of legislation that is helpful 

to Black people. I have not seen or heard anything that 

would convince me. 

Collector: Mrs. Johnson, do you have any advice which could be substantial 

to the history classes for any future interviews? 

Johnson: No, I can't say that I do. I would like to think that those 

students who are interested in Black history will be very 

much concerned that they themselves will be able to accomplish 

even more than any of these people that we now read about, 

because opportunities are certainly much greater than they 

were when these people were making their contributions. I'm 

wondering if now our young people are actually doing enough 

to say that, with better opportunities, they are making more 

contributions. 

Collector: Would you be willing to be interviewed by someone with more 

experience in the field from the University? 

Johnson: Well, yes. You know I like to talk about what's happening 

with us and I) would be willing to talk to anyone, but I 
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think you're doing a very good job. 

Collector: Thank you. 

Johnson: I don't see any reason why anyone else could do too much 

better, but, yes, I would. 

Collector: Thank you very much, Mrs. Johnson, for your time. 

Johnson: Oh, you're welcome. 
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