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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Murray, Lawrence H., 1942-
Contributor: African Americans in Las Vegas: a Collaborative Oral History

Project
Title: Lawrence Murray oral history interview

ID: OH-03154
Date: 2017 March 13

Physical
Description:

1 Digital Files (0.105 GB) MP3

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Oral history interview with Lawrence Murray conducted by
Claytee D. White on March 13, 2017 for the African Americans in
Las Vegas: a Collaborative Oral History Project. In this interview,
Murray discusses his early life in Altheimer, Arkansas. He
talks about moving to Las Vegas, Nevada in 1960, living in the
Westside, and his time serving in the military. Murray recalls
being a member of the Carpenters Local Union 1780, completing
a four-year educational program offered by the Union, and
his employment at J.A. Tiberti Construction Company. Later,
Murray discusses his religious life, being involved in church
activities, and remembers African American spiritual leaders
in the Westside. He describes becoming the Pastor for Living
World Ministry Church of God in Christ, and his efforts to change
Las Vegas cultural stereotypes. Lastly, Murray talks about the
significance of the church in the African American community,
and the important role that women have in churches.

Preferred Citation
Lawrence Murray oral history interview, 2017 March 13. OH-03154. [Cite format consulted:
Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with Lawrence Murray conducted by Claytee D. White on March 13, 2017
for the African Americans in Las Vegas: a Collaborative Oral History Project. In this interview,
Murray discusses his early life in Altheimer, Arkansas. He talks about moving to Las Vegas,
Nevada in 1960, living in the Westside, and his time serving in the military. Murray recalls being a
member of the Carpenters Local Union 1780, completing a four-year educational program offered
by the Union, and his employment at J.A. Tiberti Construction Company. Later, Murray discusses
his religious life, being involved in church activities, and remembers African American spiritual
leaders in the Westside. He describes becoming the Pastor for Living World Ministry Church of
God in Christ, and his efforts to change Las Vegas cultural stereotypes. Lastly, Murray talks about
the significance of the church in the African American community, and the important role that
women have in churches. Digital audio available; no transcript available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.

Acquisition Note
This interview was conducted by the Oral History Research Center (OHRC) which is part of the
UNLV University Libraries Special Collections and Archives Division.

Processing Note
Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2017.
Miguel Dominguez wrote the collection description. Access copies were created for born-digital
audio and/or transcript files. The audio has been minimally reviewed and all readily available
information has been included in the description.
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Names and Subjects

• Oral histories (document genres)
• Las Vegas (Nev.)
• Las Vegas (Nev.) -- Religious life and customs
• Westside (Las Vegas, Nev.)
• Construction
• African American clergy
• J.A. Tiberti Construction
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